ADAMSON CUP COMPETITION

1. The Adamson Cup Competition for change ringing shall be held annually on a date fixed by
the Committee.

2. The cup shall be awarded to the Society belonging to the Northern District scoring the
least number of faults made in the test for good striking held on the date set out in rule 1.

3. All Societies in the District affiliated with the Irish Association are eligible to compete, so
long as all ringing in the test are fully paid up members.

4. Any Society finding itself short of ringers for the competition can have the assistance of
not more than two members present who are not competing. Any tower entering two teams

must ensure that the ‘A’ team consists entirely of tower members.

5. No member shall ring for two bands, and the conductor of each band must take part in
the ringing.

6. Eight bells to be the standard number rung for the test.
7. The District Ringing Master shall appoint two competent judges to adjudicate for the test.

8. The judges to be in some suitable position so as to hear the ringing, but not know the
Society ringing.

9. A method chosen from three methods fixed in accordance with paragraph 10 must be
rung.

10. The three methods to be rung for the ensuing year’s competition shall be fixed by the
District Ringing Master and shall be announced at the AGM held in the year of the
competition. In order to increase participation and at the discretion of the District Ringing
Master, plain hunt on 7 can be chosen as one of the three methods.

11. At least two hundred and ten different changes shall be rung except if for plain hunt on 7
when 15 courses shall be rung.

12. Each band shall be allowed 12 rounds and stand to try the ropes. This is not to be
counted in the test.

13. Any band breaking down shall be counted out.

14. Any ringer pulling off their bell, or any other bell, other than in the allotted practice time,
shall have one fault added for each bell so pulled off.

15. Any ringer failing to set their bell at the end of the test piece shall have one fault added
for each ringer so failing.
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16. The Ringing Master shall have full control of the arrangements and take charge of the
tower, receive the judges’ report, make deductions, if any, and report the results to the
Annual Meeting.

17. The Ringing Master, if taking part in the test with his/her own band shall appoint
someone present to act while he/she is ringing.

18. All Societies must notify the District Secretary at least fourteen days before the date of
the competition of their intention to take part and be present at least fifteen minutes before
the time specified by the Ringing Master as the time at which they shall ring.

19. The judges’ decision shall be final in all matters relating to the competition.

20. Any addition or amendment to these rules can be made only at the Annual General
Meeting of the District subject to notification being given, in writing, to the District Secretary
at least one month before the date of the meeting.

21. Rule 6 cannot be altered.

22. If there is only one team entered for the competition then the competition shall not be
held.

23. If in any year the competition is not held then the cup shall be returned to St Thomas,
Belfast tower for safe keeping
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