Statement and Counter Proposal — Murphy Cup Competition Rule Change

From the Northern District Management Committee on behalf of the Northern District

At the Northern District AGM held on the 11th April 2026, the members present voted to
reject the proposal to change the line "Ring to a Common Tenor" to ""Ring to a Common
Treble" in The Murphy Cup rules.

We believe that this change is fundamentally against all the practices and principles of
bellringing and discriminates unfavourably and unfairly against any 8 bell team taking part in
the competition when a 6 bell band is also competing.

We believe that this proposal has not taken into account the damage it could cause to the
credibility, honesty and fair competition between different numbered bands in this our
premier and elite striking competition.

This decision has been taken after a study and investigation of what happens in England, the
origin of change ringing.

It seems that our competition, which permits 6 and 8 bell bands to compete together, is very
rare in England and is unheard of at any elite standard of ringing, where competitions are for
either 6, 8 or 10 bell bands, or the highest standard of all, the National 12 bell striking
competition.

At a local District and County level there are competitions similar to our own Murphy Cup,
but these have very strict rules to try and balance the difference between 6 and 8 bell bands
competing together. These are:

1. All teams ring to a common tenor. (This is the accepted best practice not only for
musicality but also to ensure fairness when ringing so that all teams have the same
heavier bells (back) to control.

2. For bands of 6 bells there is also an added faults penalty to compensate for
having 2 ringers less. (This is a percentage added on to their faults counted during
ringing to arrive at a final score.)

Therefore, 6 bell towers ringing to a common tenor without the added faults penalty have had
an advantage for the last 90 years when taking part in The Murphy Cup. For the reasons
outlined above, we ask that this proposal “to ring to a common treble” be withdrawn and that
we retain the present status quo.

However, if this were not to be the case the Northern District puts forward this counter
proposal to try to come to an understanding and some middle ground.

Northern District Proposal-:
6 bell bands will be permitted to ring the front 6 (common treble) but their faults counted

during the test piece would then have the penalty added (score divided by 3 then multiplied
by 4) to compensate for having 2 ringers less.



Finally, the most important consideration in all proposals must be the preservation of the
aims of the founders of the .A.C.R and The Murphy Cup, a competition probably uniquely
designed to enable all towers in Ireland to compete together.

As the LA.C.R, we should aim to preserve these aims at all costs. If the balance, created at
the foundation of The Murphy Cup, to ensure fairness between 6 and 8 bell towers competing
is not considered adequate in the 21st Century, any change must not involve replacing one
perceived disadvantage to 6 bell towers with one perceived by others as a serious
disadvantage to 8 bell towers.

If the proposed amendment to rules on common treble for all is to be agreed by all, then 6
bell towers must accept the proposed fault adjustment (6 bell teams faults ~ 3 and x 4), thus
ensuring fairness on all sides. Such a solution ensures that we remain united in our love of the
[LA.C.R and in step with the intentions of our founding fathers for The Murphy Cup.
Proposed Andrew White Northern District Chair

Seconded Robert Foulis IACR Representative
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