Proposal to change Rule 5 of the IACR
Murphy Cup Rules.

This is a Proposal to change IACR Murphy Cup Rule 5 — see below paragraphs — by changing the
requirement of all towers from “must ring to a common tenor”, to “must ring to a common treble”.

Rule 5 currently reads as: -

5. That 8 bells be the standard number rung for the test. A six-bell tower shall not be
required to ring more than six bells. A five-bell tower shall not be required to ring more than
five bells. All teams must ring to a common Tenor.

The new Rule 5 to read as: -

5. That 8 bells be the standard number rung for the test. A six-bell tower shall not be
required to ring more than six bells. A five-bell tower shall not be required to ring more than
five bells. All teams must ring to a common Treble.

Discussion:

Historically rings of bells in Irish towers, especially the Cathedrals, have been heavy, with most tenors
in excess of 18cwt. However, in more recent years, newly installed rings have much lighter tenors.
For example, Dunmanway is 2cwt as also are Greyabbey and Kilmood.

Usually, the venue for the Murphy Cup is a heavy-ring, 8-bell tower, which in recent years, has led to
lighter-ring qualifiers experiencing handling difficulties.

Some years ago, the Southern District made this very change for the RR Cherry Cup competition, and
it has led to a better experience for 6-bell towers when competing in larger towers.

The proposer and seconder now suggest that the “common treble” rule should be extended to the
Murphy Cup.

Proposed by Kieron Brislane.
Seconded by Niamh Hickey.
February 2026.



