|ACR- the Early History

'Sir, - it is proposed to form an 'Irish Association of Change Ringers", which shall have for its object
the unity of all ringers for the promotion and study of Scientific Change Ringing.

With a view to this all interested are cordially invited to attend a meeting to be held in St Patrick's
Schools, St Patrick's Close, Dublin, on Saturday 22nd inst., at 8.00 pm for the purpose of founding, if
possible, such a society.

Bands of ringers who reside at too great a distance from Dublin to attend or send a delegate, are
earnestly requested to communicate to the Secretary the number in their company who are
desirous of joining.

Members will be requested to pay a small annual subscription (about 1 shilling) to defray working
expenses.

RICHARD R CHERRY, President
St Patrick's Cathedral Society

DIGBY SCOTT, Clerk, President
Christ Church, Bray Society

G LINDOFF, Sec., Pro Tem., and
Conductor of St Patrick's Cathedral Society,
2 Mount Brown, Dublin."

So ran a letter of invitation which effectively set into motion the formation of the Irish Association of
Change Ringers. Up until 1898 there was little in the way of inter-tower contact in Ireland. Indeed,
the only tower to have belonged to an organised ringing body was Waterford Cathedral, where the
local members had rung a peal of Grandsire Triples for the Ancient Society of College Youths in 1873.
One of the members of this team was Richard R Cherry, who, as we can see, was a driving force in
the formation of our Association.

Cherry was already an active member of the Society at St Patrick's Cathedral, Dublin, when the
generosity and foresight of the great patron of the Cathedral, the Earl of lveagh, radically changed
not only the face of ringing in Dublin, but the whole of Ireland. In 1897 the Earl presented the
Cathedral with a new ring of ten bells to replace the Seventeenth Century ring of eight, and at the
same time employed Gabriel Lindoff from Leiston in Suffolk as the Cathedral Ringing Master.

Lindoff’s tuition resulted in the Cathedral Society making rapid progress in change ringing, and this is
evidenced by a perusal of both Society's weekly records and the Irish Association Peal Book. Bray
Society also benefited from Lindoff’s instruction, and so this relationship must have given Lindoff,
Cherry and Digby Scott, the Rector of Bray, the impetus to form a ringing association.

The initial meeting at St Patrick's Cathedral Choir School attracted twenty-five ringers from the two
Dublin Cathedrals, (St Patrick’s and Christ Church), Ss Augustine and John, Dublin, St George's,
Dublin and Bray. Under the Chairmanship of Rev C W O'Hara-Mease, Richard Cherry was appointed
as President of the newly-formed Irish Association of Change Ringers. The Association was fortunate
to have someone of Cherry's stature at its helm, as he held high office in the Irish legal profession,
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IACR - the Early History continued

eventually rising to become the Lord Chief Justice of Ireland. The Treasurer was one William
McCullagh, whilst Gabriel Lindoff was appointed as Secretary. This too proved to be a sound choice,
as he was to serve the Association faithfully for forty-three years in this capacity.

At the meeting in 1900, new members were welcomed from Arklow, Drogheda, Kilkenny, Belfast and
Holywood. Ringing at Arklow Parish Church at this time had many parallels with the situation in
Dublin. St Saviour's Church had been built at the expense of William, fifth Earl of Carysfort, who had
presented the fine ring of eight Taylor bells and employed James Washbrook as Sexton and
Instructor to the ringers. Under his guidance a local team had been trained and was soon capable of
ringing peals of Stedman Triples. It was, of course, at Arklow that Washbrook first demonstrated his
skill in ringing double-handed peals. Indeed, as regards peal ringing, the early years of the century
were something of a halcyon period for the Association. Change-ringing in the north of the country
was confined to St Thomas', Belfast, under the guidance of J H B Hesse. On his return to England he
participated in the first Association peal outside Ireland, which was one of Plain Bob Major at St
Stephen's, Coleman Street, London.

An important step was taken in 1902 at the meeting at Drogheda when, the Association having the
requisite number of members, affiliation to the Central Council of Church Bellringers was applied for.
Accordingly, Richard Cherry was appointed as the first representative to the Council.

A further advance in change ringing, and therefore in the fortunes of the Association took place in
1909 when Richard Cherry presented two treble bells to St Patrick's Cathedral, thereby giving Ireland
its first ring of twelve bells. When the first peal of Cinques was rung in 1911 the Lord Chief Justice
himself rang the eleventh. Indeed, this was the first peal on twelve bells to be rung outside England.

No meeting was held in 1910 as a mark of respect for the passing of King Edward VII. In 1913 the
Association endeavoured to promote Service ringing by obtaining a silver Challenge Shield to be
awarded to the Society with the best attendance for Sunday Service ringing and the Arklow Society
emerged as the first winners.

Due to civil unrest in the country, no meetings were held again until 1919, when it was discovered
that the Association Account Books had been destroyed during the 1916 Easter Rising. Indeed, due
to further civil strife, no meetings took place between 1921 and 1924.

At the 1926 meeting members were welcomed from Bangor and Belfast, and it must have been on
the strength of this that the meeting the following year was held at Belfast, when the first lady
members, who belonged to the Arklow Society, joined.

The momentum which was gathering in ringing circles in the north of the country resulted in the
formation of a Northern Branch in 1927. This consisted of the Societies of St Thomas in Belfast,
Carrickfergus and Holywood, with William Pratt of Holywood as the first Secretary. Mr Pratt had
done much to nurture change ringing at Holywood and Carrickfergus. Although the Northern Branch
was still subordinate to the Association proper, the Bangor Society decided to remain affiliated
directly to the parent body. The Northern Branch's first peal was Grandsire Triples rung at
Carrickfergus on Boxing Day, 1931. It was conducted by Gabriel Lindoff, who was joined in the peal
by his son, Gabriel George. The following year the Holywood Society rang the first Branch peal
unassisted, Grandsire Triples conducted by Samuel McClelland.

In 1930 the position of Ringing Master was created, the initial incumbent being Robert S F Murphy.
Mr Murphy's ringing career had begun in 1892 at St Canice's Cathedral, Kilkenny. His work as a
jeweller took him to Dublin, where he joined the team at St Patrick's Cathedral. His first peal was on
the Cathedral's 45-cwt tenor bell, covering Grandsire Caters.
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When the Association met at Kilkenny in 1934, a competition was held to raise funds to inaugurate a
Bell Restoration Fund. At the same meeting the Ringing Master presented the Striking Challenge Cup
which bears his name. The Murphy Cup was first competed for in 1935 at Waterford Cathedral when
the local Society beat the team from St Fin Barre’s Cathedral, Cork.

Gabriel Lindoff died on 7 November 1941, having served the Association as its Secretary for forty-
three years. He had been a driving force in the Association's formation, had worked hard to
encourage and cultivate change ringing in Ireland and had carried on the regular administration even
during the very difficult periods of unrest in the country. So effective was his work that the 1898
membership of twenty-five had increased to around three hundred by 1941. It is therefore
appropriate that he is commemorated by a memorial tablet in the north aisle of St Patrick's
Cathedral, placed there in 1942.

Life Membership of the Association was instituted in 1945, and three founder members were
honored at this time. They were Rev G Digby Scott, Rawdon Greene and Harold Greene.

The present Districts within the Association, i.e. Northern, Southern and Eastern, were set up in
1947. Since this time each District has appointed its own Secretary, Ringing Master and Treasurer
and has representation on the Executive Council, which is under the auspices of an Association
President, General Secretary and Ringing Master. By 1950 each District had its own striking
competition. The Northern District competes for the Cunningham Cup which was presented by
James Cunningham, JP of Rostrevor, the Eastern District trophy is the Lindoff Cup in honour of
Gabriel Lindoff, whilst the Association's first President is recalled by the Southern District's RR
Cherry Cup. Since the formation of the Districts the winners of these regional competitions have
then competed for the Murphy Cup.

The decade and a half following the end of the Second World War was a period of great activity for
ringing in Ireland. Many rings of bells were restored, particularly in the Northern District where the
enforced silence of the war years had resulted in the deterioration of a number of rings. There were
also a number of augmentations or new ringing installations, in particular the superb ring of ten was
installed at Mount Saint Alphonsus in Limerick, whilst a ring of six and a ring of ten were installed at
the Churches of St Donard's and St Mark's, Belfast.

Change-ringing, too, was making advances and was spreading beyond its traditional strongholds,
with methods being rung in places as diverse as Londonderry, Limerick Cathedral and St Donard's,
Belfast. Within a short space of time each of these teams progressed to ringing peals. Change-ringing
on handbells developed at St Peter's, Drogheda, where many peals of Doubles were rung. At Ss
Augustine and John in Dublin the local ringers rang a number of half-peals of Plain Bob Major on
handbells.

Throughout Ireland at this time, there was an increase in interest in developing change-ringing and
most towers had a team capable of ringing some form of method.

Ringing at Holywood Parish Church particularly was of an advanced nature, and the tower saw
Ireland's first peals of Wath and Pontefract Delight Major, as well as the first ever peal of Holywood
Delight Major. Only once since has an Association team rung and named a first peal in a method, ie
Drumbo Delight Major at Drumbo in 1990.

The "lIrish Bell News", the Association's Journal, commenced publication in 1951, and continued
under the dedicated and good-humoured editorship of Fred Dukes until 1987. It was appreciated as
a ready source of information not only in Ireland, but further afield. Since 1987 each District has
been served by individual Newsletters.
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The highlight of the active period of the 1950s was surely the visit of the Central Council of Church
Bell Ringers to Dublin in 1958. This visit coincided with the celebrations for the Association's sixtieth
anniversary. Eighteen peals were rung during the visit, including one of Bob Major on handbells rung
in the small hours of 25/26 May in Dublin's Central Hotel. During the Central Council visit the first
peal was rung on the newly-restored bells of St Fin Barre's Cathedral, Cork.

Bob Murphy passed away in 1960 and was succeeded as Ringing Master by John T Dunwoody of
Holywood. In 1962, the President, Fred Bogan, was invested with a Presidential Badge of Office,
which had been presented by Miss E M Young of Carrickfergus. She subsequently gave a Cup (the
Young Cup) to be awarded to the Northern District team which showed the best improvement in
striking from the previous year.

The Irish Association of Change Ringers celebrated its seventy-fifth anniversary in 1973 with a
number of events, involving the bulk of the towers in Ireland. A Ringing Festival was held in Dublin,
which coincided with a visit of the Ancient Society of College Youths, who rang a peal of Cantaur
Alliance Maximus at St Patrick's. The Northern District also hosted a Ringing Festival with the
President of the Central Council as the guest of honour.

The period from the early seventies to the early eighties shows another burst of bell augmentation,
restoration and installation. In 1972 the ring of eight at Hillsborough, County Down, became a ten
and in 1977 Drumbo became a ring of eight. The six bells of Blessington, County Wicklow, which date
from 1685, were rehung, and were joined within a few years by the installation of the six very light
bells at Newcastle, County Down, and the restored bells of St Audoen's, Dublin. Three of the bells at
this latter Church date from 1423. In terms of competition ringing, provision was made in the
Northern District for younger members, with the gift by the Maginess family of Hillsborough, of the
Iveagh Cup, for teams composed of ringers less than twenty-one years.

Changes were made in the mid to late 1980s to increase and broaden membership participation in
the operation of the Association. This general attitude is also reflected in the new criteria for entry
to the All-Ireland Murphy Cup Competition, which now has one team participating for every three
teams that competed in the respective District competitions. This period also witnessed a great
upsurge in change-ringing activity under the ringing leadership of John Lindsay, with a marked
increase in the number of members ringing Quarter-Peals, as well as advances in the field of Surprise
ringing. The highlight of the late 1980s was the installation of the fine new ring of twelve bells at
Ballymena, County Antrim.

When we entered our year of centenary, we acknowledged the contribution which many dedicated
members have made in the past to ensure the continuation of our Association and

its aims. To long-standing members, names such as William Pratt, John Dunwoody and Dean Maurice
Talbot will readily spring to mind. Another outstanding past member of the Association was Andrew
J Corrigan of Dublin, who invented place notation. Of particular note at this time, was Fred Dukes.
Fred was, of course, the international face of Irish bell ringing and held the honour of being the only
Irish Honorary Life Member of the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers. He held the amazing
record of having an unbroken attendance of 52 consecutive Council Meetings and served as the
International Liaison Officer. Fred served the Irish Association as its General Secretary for over forty-
three years, having also previously been assistant to Gabriel Lindoff. Another of his many
contributions to the cause of Irish bell ringing was the publication of his book, "Campanology in
Ireland", the culmination of a lifetime of research.

The dawn of the millennium saw the installation of three new rings of bells, one in each of the
districts. First of all the St Georges bells were rehung in Taney church and rung for the first time of
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January the first 2000. They were followed shortly afterwards by the augmentation of Greyabbey in
county Down and the restoration of the Skibbereen bells.

A brief survey of the history of an Association such as ours helps to underline that any organisation is
only as good as its members and we in the Irish Association of Change Ringers have a lot to be
grateful for. Solid foundations laid in the formative years of our Association have been built upon by
successive dedicated officers and members we can and look forwards with confidence.

This article was written by Simon Walker (Hillsborough) as an overview article about the history of
the Association's first 100 years, printed in the IACR Centenary Book of 1998 — which is found at this
link :-

https://bellringingireland.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/IACR-Centenary-Book-1898-1998.pdf

IACR - the Early History 5|Page



