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SUPPORTING STATEMENT FOR THE NOMINATION OF COLIN HOLLIDAY FOR HONORARY 

LIFE MEMBERSHIP OF THE IACR 

Colin is from a ‘ringing’ family. He was taught to ring at 

St.Malachy’s, Hillsborough in 1975, his first lesson being with 

Jonathan Barry who commented that his innate ability was 

immediately apparent! 

He later went on to become tower captain at Hillsborough, and 

contributed to many notable achievements there, including the 

first peal on the 10 bells, the first quarter on the trebles, and 

the first local quarter. 

He remained there as an active member for 30 years. In 2005 he 

moved to St Comgall’s, Bangor, where he has also been tower 

captain, and Bangor continues to be his home tower.  

Colin’s 50-year ringing career has been outstanding. 

Locally, at Bangor, Colin has been consistently instrumental in encouraging commitment to 

change ringing for the Sunday services and takes an active role as a regular worshipper at the 

church.  He constantly strives to improve ringing standards, by his own teaching within the 

tower, and by signposting members to training opportunities and activities elsewhere. He 

introduced ART accreditation for the teachers in Bangor, encourages new learners, and 

welcomes visiting ringers. 

Colin has also been largely responsible for the maintenance of the bells and the tower itself. 

For much of his time in Bangor he has taken sole responsibility for the running of the tower. 

At district level, Colin has served as both Northern district secretary and assistant secretary. 

His experiences over the years include being heavily involved in teaching the Kilmood ringers 

when the tower first opened, and more recently he has supported the teaching of the 

Holywood learners, each week. At present he supports our current ringing master with the 

Friday methods practice, which commenced in 2025. 

Further afield, within the association, for the last 30 years he has given much support to 

towers in the SOUTHERN district: he conducted the competition ringing for Waterford for 

many years and has always helped with the West Cork Ringing festival.  

He also actively supports towers in the EASTERN district, including  towers in Dublin, Bray, 

and Arklow. 

So Colin has covered many miles across the island of Ireland! 
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He has an amazing bank of knowledge on the history of the towers in Ireland, and of their 

past and present ringing communities. He has rung at every single tower.  His wealth of 

experience has been invaluable in improving ringing standards and maximising resources. 

In his 51st year he continues to contribute in a very pro-active way to the ringing community 

at local, district, and association level, and currently stands as an IACR vice president. 

We, at Bangor, wish to propose him for Honorary life membership of the IACR. 

Gillian Curlett 

Brian Hamilton 

St.Comgalls, Bangor 

IACR Executive meeting, February 2026 


