Obituary

Dr. Kennedy Roberts

Died 5 July 2025

Dawn broke on Saturday July 5" this year with the unbearable
news that Rostrevor’s indefatigable Tower Captain Kennedy
Roberts had passed away.

The loss of such a Titan of our community has taken months to
come to terms with, St. Bronagh’s bell tower - a ship without a
rudder.

The funeral of the highly respected and loved Dr. James John
Kennedy Roberts OBE took place on Wednesday 9" of July at St.
Bronagh’s Parish Church, the church being ‘packed to the rafters’
with friends, family and bell ringers from far and wide, Rostrevor
Men’s-Shed forming a substantial guard of honour.
Skilled bell ringers amassed from Royal Hillsborough and other
towers paid Ken a fitting and poignant tribute, tolling half muffled
bells with such evocative eloquence that the village fell silent in awe.

Ken had retired (home) to Rostrevor in 2014 after over forty years exemplary medical service in
Scotland with his wife Shelagh and their two beloved golden retrievers.

But Rostrevor had in wait more demanding requirements for Ken in his retirement than sailing, dog-
walking, Men’s-Shedding, medical consultancy and hosting the sumptuous social gatherings at which
he so excelled.

Both Ken and Shelagh had separately begun bell ringing aged eleven under the tutelage of former
Ringing Master Aubrey Wylie, after whose passing St Bronagh’s bell tower had lain silent.

Thus, Ken and Shelagh began the task of reactivating the dormant bell tower (likewise hand bells) and
(Ken) taking on the role of Tower Captain, recruited and trained up a team of ringers, at last bringing
the pealing of thunderous tower bells back to the thankful community of Rostrevor!

Through Ken’s inspirational and always humorous motivation (practice night being incomplete
without rugby anecdotes or poetry rendition), St. Bronagh's bell tower steadily progressed till this year
being able to compete in the Cunningham cup for the first time since 1963.

In short Dr. Kennedy Robert’s contribution to St. Bronagh’s church, bell tower and wider community
has been incalculable. What a privilege it has been to live and work in the presence of such a great
man!

Ken’s enthusiastic band will continue bell ringing at St. Bronagh’s that will be a lasting memorial.

Non omnis moriar.
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