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John Dunwoody

1917 — 5" November 1985
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We regret to have to record the deaths of i~

John T Dunwoody, ISO, Ringing Master (LIFE) Holywood.
Ernie McGrath, St Thomas's, Belfaat,

Mrs R idemson (LIFE), St Thomas's, Belfast.

John Letters (LIFE) St Patrick's, Ballymena.
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JOHN THOMAS DUNWOODY, ISO

John Dunwoody colleapsed at his hame in Holywood, Co Down and was detained in the
Intensive Care Unit of the Ulster Hospital, Dundonald, Belfast, during which

period he was in a coma. He survived for two weeks until he passed awey on the
evening of 5 November, 1985,

Born in 1917 John joined the Northern Ireland Civil Service after leaving Sullivan
Upper School, Holywood, of which he eventually became Chairman of the Board of
Governorse In the Civil Service he rose to the rank of Principal Officer and

had responsibility for Industrial Development in Northern Ireland until his
retirement six years ago. For his services in this ares he was awarded the
Imperial Scrvice Order in Her Majesty's New Year's Honours of 1975. It was a

proud day for John and his family when they went to Buckingham Paloce to receive
the award from the hands of Her Majesty, the Queen Mother,

John Dunwoody followed in the footsteps of his uncle, Themas Dunwoody, and took

W ringing at Holywood, Co Down, when ringing fésumed after the end of the Second
World Ware In cherge of Holywood then was %lliam Pratt, later President of the
Irish Associction and a founder member of thé Northern Branch of the Irish
Association, He was an enthusiastic change-ringer having had some peals to his
credit, scme of which he conducteds His enthusiasm was infectious, because in
a short space of ten months four of the band which scored a peal of Grondsire
Triples in August, 41946, knew nothing of the method previcusly. John Dumwoody
was one of the four{ He became very enthusiastic, was able to ring several
methods and was an able conductor. In all he scared 180 peals of which he
conducted 103 for the Association, which are greater totals than those reached
by eny other Resident Member. They were in forty-three different categaries

of methods fram Doubles to Royal on Tower and Handbells, He took part in

three methods which were rung for the first time, nemely Pcutefract Delight
Major; Wath Delight Majar and Holywcod Delight Major. He had the honour of

conducting and naming the last named method. He also canducted the first
Peal of Little Bob Major rung in Ireland.

He scored 88 Tower bell peals (42 as Conductor) and 92 Handbell Peals (63 as
Conductor), The conducted peals include two which were shared, The longest
length ever rung in Ireland was 6144 Plain Bob Major and in it he took part,
He also conducted the first peals of Cambridge Surprise Minor, Kent Treble
Bob Minor, St Clement's Bob Triples and Oxford Treble Bob Minor to be rung

in Irelands His last peal was Grandsire Doubles in hand on {2 December, 1978.
It was in memory of Harry Browm who died a few days previously,

Official duties were quickly thrust upon him and readily accepted, First, as
Tower Secretary of Holywcod in {945, Northern District Secretary in 1948, a
position he held until his death, He served on the Excc

utive Council of
the Irish Association during the same period and never missed any of its
meetings, On the death of Bob Murphy John was elected R

inging Master of the
Association in 1960, a position now vacant, )
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{ His knowledge and keemness proved what a good choice it was because he, at his
ovn expense, regularly visited each District, individual towers and local
canpetitions and festivals., He gave fresly of his knowledge to advance change=
ringing and his services were sought by several of the tavers, particularly in
the Southern part of Irelend,

4is District Secrctary of the Northern District it was his proud achicvement that
every tower with a ring of bells became affiliated to the Irish issociaticne
He tought potential ringers where new rings of bells were being installeds

Elected as the second Irish representative to serve on the Central Council in
1948 his abilities were soon to be recognised by being elected as one of the
members of the Television and Broadcasting Committee in 1955, upon which he
served until the . sommittee was disbanded, His principal interest was
broadoasting and he had a close liaison with the BEC , DParticularly in connection
with the selection of Northern Ireland towers for Christmas Bells Broadcasts.

John lived for ®ells; his business ability was reflected in the duties of the
vearicus offices he hald, . Ireland in general, and Northern Ireland in particular,
will be the poorer without John T Dwmwoody to look up to for advice, assistance
and support. In recognition of his devoted services to kell-ringing he was
unanimously elected a Life Member of the association in 1971 il

John's funeral took place after the Service in SS Philip & James Parish Church,
Holywood, where he worshipped during his whole life and where his father vias
Sexton and Verger before his sudden death when John was still a boye. The
large attendance of bell-ringers from all corners of Ireland at the funeral to
pay their last respects was a tribute to a life-long and loyal friend; they
included Cyril Galbraith, President (Dublin); Fred Bogan Vice: Cork
Philip Talbot, General Secretary (Dublin and Lime.rick);,lt‘r
Treasurer (Drogheda), Jean Jeffery, Assistant District Secreta
John Lindsay, District Ringing Master (Drumbo); Charlie Reede (Dub:
Leslie Dovglas, Vice-President (Belfast), Paddy Hanley, Southern
Secretary (Limerick) as well as other ringers from Limerick, Ros
Ballymena, Bangor and Hillsboroughe ¢t Boms _‘

In a moving Service, with the Choir in attendance, John's
"Jerusalem the Golden" and "O Love That Wilt Not Let .
a lovely setting of Psalm 23, His former Vicav, Can " ,
been Vicar of Holywuod for over 4O years and recently at the
Funerel Service. -
Ly

In his address Canon Barber spoke of the many face
life and spoke particularly of John the Bell-Ringer -
Irish Association, and particularly in the Norther:
0 much, Canon Barber went on to call him a perfe
speak of the very high standards he set for hims
his own hame tower of Holywood and, indeed, in the
the Cortege left the Church a selected team of Jck
rang the eight bells of Holywocd half-muffle
Brom and Jim Strahan (Holywood); Jean Jef
Bogan (St Fin Barre's, Cark); Cyr
- Billy Patterson (St Thomas's, Be
L Iﬁ‘ﬁslier])ouglqs\ (St Mark

T
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