Obituary

Jim Hamilton

Died 22" August 2025

Many of our long-serving members will have been sad to hear of the
passing of Jim Hamilton on 22" August 2025. For many years, Jim was
a ringer at Shankill Parish in Lurgan and has served as tower captain for
a considerable period. He was also quite character who enjoyed a good
practical joke.

Jim was taught to ring in Lurgan in 1960 when there was a good call-
change band and this team kept the bells going through some difficult
times when the church was severely damaged by nearby bombs. Jim
became captain in 1980 and worked hard training new ringers and the
eighties were very productive for the tower. Lurgan had lots of young ringers and, under Jim’s
leadership, they won the Iveagh Cup on multiple occasions. His team also won the
Cunningham Cup at Hillsborough in 1984.

With Jim’s patient tuition the Lurgan ringers were always able to produce good striking on
their bells. He also introduced method ringing and Lurgan teams were able to ring Plain Bob.
Jim loved covering to methods and was a steady tenor ringer, especially on heavy bells. He
rang numerous quarter peals and a peal of Grandsire Triples. Later in life Jim took a deep
interest in handbell ringing and led a group to ring tunes throughout counties Down and
Armagh.

In addition to local ringing, Jim also served in district roles as ringing master and assistant
secretary.

The members of the IACR extend their sympathies to Jim’s family.
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