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The passing of Bryan Alexander Brislane on Tuesday 

26th August 2025 brought an end to a long life of, and 

lifelong service, to St. Mary’s Cathedral in Limerick. As 

a young boy, he sung in the Cathedral Boys’ choir and 

when his voice “broke”, he climbed the stairs to the 

tower where he was taught the bell handling skills by 

his father, Alex Brislane - himself a noted ringer. 

Bryan’s ringing contemporaries included many future 

well-known ringers such as Roy McCormack, Tom 

Marsden, Harry Ellis and Cyril Galbraith. Elected a member of the IACR in 1944, he was a 

member of Cathedral band renown for its striking prowess through the ‘50’s, ‘60’s and ‘70’s. 

While his colleagues progressed to Change Ringing, he preferred to “cover behind” on the 

tenor as needed. Change ringing was not his forte – although he did score 2 successful peals, 

both in St. Mary’s Cathedral. The first was in March 1958 and the second in June 1967 rung in 

honour of the silver wedding anniversary of the Dean of Limerick (the Very Rev M. J. Talbot) 

and Mrs. Talbot. 

At the same time as he was learning to ring, under the tutelage of his Uncle Frank, he learnt 

to play the church organ, ultimately becoming a very accomplished organist serving for over 

50 years as organist in various churches in the environs of Limerick. His final position as 

organist was in St. Flannan’s Cathedral in Killaloe, from which he retired in 2007 at the age of 

79.  

It was during his time in St. Flannan’s that he led the drive to 

ensure the chimes are rung before each Sunday Service. Prior 

to his appointment, the chimes were rung only occasionally, so 

he got together a cohort of interested individuals and taught 

them all to chime. To assist in the training, he transposed many 

of the favourite hymns to enable the tunes to be rung on only 

the 8 notes available. Those sheets are still in weekly use as the 

bells are chimed every Sunday prior to Service; as well as on 

numerous civic occasions, which this year included the opening 

the new Brian Boru Bridge in May, which proved to be his last 

public outing. 

While his role as an organist curtailed his Sunday Service 

ringing, he seldom missed a Monday evening practice, where 

he was a welcoming friend to both new recruits and visiting ringers. Without being aware of 

it, he was a strong influencer to new members.  

As most ringers did at the time, he served in tower officer roles, as well as, for a short 

period, the Southern District Ringing Master. It was during this time that he championed a 
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revision of the Association rules that included the introduction of a time limit of 5 years for 

each officer role. 

As mentioned previously, he was the son of a bell ringer. His only brother, Derek, was also an 

accomplished ringer before his emigration to the US. So many of the competitions and tower 

outings were in the company of Ken Brislane, his cousin and great friend. Bryan’s three sons 

are also skilled ringers – Kieron keeping the family tradition alive in St. Mary’s Cathedral and 

Darrell in Taney. 

In 1996, for his services to bell ringing, like his father before him, Bryan was elected an 

Honorary Life Member of the IACR. In 2011 he was one of a number of Limerick ringers who 

were awarded gold long-service pins by fellow Limerick ringers. 

Bryan died peacefully early in the morning of Tuesday 26th August 2025. His funeral Service 

the following Friday saw St. Mary’s Cathedral filled to capacity and the congregation included 

many ringers and musicians from all around the island. His beloved bells, per his request, were 

rung half-muffled as he was buried beside his parents in the adjoining graveyard. 

“When I heard the church bells ring, I thought I heard the voice of God” 

KEB. 

 

 


