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Duncan Scarlett 
1935 – 2025 

 
 
 
The late Duncan Scarlett made a huge contribution to ringing in 
Ireland and his presence has been sorely missed since ill health 
prevented him from ringing. 
 
Duncan began ringing at St Thomas in Belfast in 1951 at a time when 
the tower was renowned for method ringing.  Duncan rang his first 
quarter peal  - Grandsire Doubles– in the early 1950 and was part of 
the local team which rang the first quarter of triples.  At university in 
England Duncan built upon his method ringing and practised methods 
up to Surprise.  In pursuing a career as a teacher and eventually a 
school headmaster, Duncan’s ringing decreased for a number of 
years, but with early retirement he threw himself enthusiastically 

back into the art.  Positions in ringing were offered and readily accepted.  Duncan became ringing 
master at St Thomas, at the same time as he served as deputy captain at Hillsborough.  He 
oversaw the renaissance of ringing at St Thomas with method ringing firmly re-established and 
success in the Cunningham and Murphy cups.  He took on the role of district ringing master and 
association ringing master and organised memorable trips to Liverpool and London.  In recognition 
of his service, it gave the IACR great pleasure to honour him as a life member. 
 
Duncan was a man of many parts – ringer, author, historian, geographer, cartographer, 
conservationist and he had a keen social conscience.  He was quiet and thoughtful by manner and 
will be greatly missed.  Our sympathies are with his wife, our ringing friend Sheila and his two 
sons. 
 


