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Obituary 

John Kane 
23rd December 1936 – 2nd December 2022 

 

John Kane, former ringer at SS Augustine & John (John’s 

Lane) Dublin, departed this world on the 2nd December 

2022.   

John was born in Dublin on the 23rd December 1936 and 

joined the world of bell ringing at St Augustine and St John’s 

(John’s Lane) in 1952, at the age of 16 years.  In his early 

twenties, he set out to see the world and joined the 

Merchant Navy.   

His travels took him across many corners of the globe, and 

it was always evident from conversing with John that he 

loved acquainting himself with the history and geography of the world.  His well-stocked home 

library was testament to this.  John was also an amateur actor, and his most famous acting moment 

was in Ryan’s Daughter. 

John returned to Dublin and took his place again with the bell ringers at John’s Lane and over the 

years travelled to many of the towers throughout the island including the first ever visit of bell 

ringers from Ireland on a ringing tour of the towers in Northern Italy.  He became Chair of the Eastern 

District in 1983 and undertook his duties with due diligence.  However, his strength lay with the 

maintenance of the bells and was always willing to share his knowledge with no task too large to 

undertake.   

John was a dedicated member of the team and became known as the proud owner of the tenor bell.  

He was always very welcoming to the many visitors who passed through the tower and will be 

remembered for his larger-than-life character which permeated the atmosphere. 

A celebration of the life of John took place at the Victorian Chapel, Mount Jerome, on the 13th 

December 2022. 


