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Obituary 

Edith Joan Barry 
26th September 1951 – 8th September 2024 

 
 
 
Edith Barry, nee Pratt, as a child in St. Philip and St. James was 
taught to ring bells by her grandfather William Pratt. He was one of 
a number of ringers of the era when Holywood ringers dominated 
competitions throughout Ireland. For Edith bell ringing was part of 
her lifelong ministry. She was a much loved member of the 
Holywood Tower and had held the post of Tower Captain since the 
early 1990s. Bell ringing is a skill and an art and Edith was, quite 
simply, multi talented and as we write we can hear her calling 
changes, giving instruction or, only occasionally, reeling in those in 
error. She trained and encouraged many new ringers for our and 
other towers. She was a stalwart of ringing in Holywood but she also 
played a role in the wider world of Irish bell ringing holding various 

positions including Chairperson and Vice-President of the Northern District of The Irish Association 
of Change Ringers and serving on the Executive Council of IACR. 
 
As well as her many achievements in bell ringing she will be remembered for her many other 
talents. She was a keen flower arranger for and outside the Church. Her creations were described 
in superlatives - marvellous, thoughtful, spectacular, brilliant, stunning, exciting. She and Don were 
keen gardeners and as a keen cook fine vegetables complimented splendid meals. Her creative 
talents also extended to designing and making patchwork quilts, assorted knitwear, embroidery 
and fabric work ... and much more. After retiring she had a craft stall at St. George's Market and 
Don was often required to mind the shop as Edith dashed back to ring for service in our Tower. 
 
In recent years she suffered a number of sadnesses including the sudden death of her adult son 
Conor and then the loss of her husband Donald. In spite of this she maintained a positive outlook 
on life and she faced her final illness in the same frame of mind. After the service in celebration of 
her life on 17" September ringers from many towers rang a short peal in memory of a dear friend. 
 
A Tribute by Alva and Hilary on behalf of all the Ringers 
 


