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In 2018, bells were installed at St Mary’s Parish Church 
Kilmood to mark the centenary of the Armistice. The Peace 
Bells. In the year preceding the installation of the bells, Ben 
Robinson was one of 17 new ringers recruited to ring at 
Kilmood. Due to the sheer number of new ringers and the 
drive to have them sufficiently competent to ring by 11th 
November 2018, Don McLean coordinated the teaching of 
these recruits by himself with other experienced teachers at 
Hillsborough, Bangor and Carrickfergus. Ben learned to ring at 
Bangor Abbey under the tutelage of Colin Holliday.  From the 
moment he started to ring, Ben was an enthusiast. He simply 
loved bell ringing. His wife Susan used to complain that he 
listened to recordings of bells being rung at all times of the day 
and night.  
 
The Kilmood band is a tight one. Great friends have been made 
and many a laugh had in the bell tower. Ben was always in the 
middle of it all. A regular attender on a Sunday morning and at 

mid-week practice, Ben would appear with his black note book containing his notes and ideas 
written out in his immaculate hand writing. He was a gentle, kind man with a ready smile. A 
popular incumbent in the tower and a great supporter of bell ringing at Kilmood. Ben is and will be 
greatly missed by his fellow ringers at Kilmood. Ben was also very supportive of parish activities, 
and quietly, very generous of good causes. 
 
Ben always encouraged us to try harder and to aim higher than in reality we were capable as a 
band of novices.  As Don McLean commented when news broke of Ben’s untimely death – “He is 
with the experts now, ringing Bob Doubles inside with bobs”.    We hope you are Ben. 
 
Fiona Chamberlain 
 


