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It is probably safe to claim that St 
Nicholas' Church, Carrickfergus, is 
unique in Ireland in having a tower and 
spire attached to the church, as well as a 
detached tower, in each of which there 
are bells.  In the square tower, with its 
octagonal spire attached to the west end 
of the church, there are two bells.  The 
earlier one was presented to the parish 
in 1683 and it was supplied in 1684 with 
the inscription: 

ANDROV WILLOVBY · MAYOR H·P·84· 

H.P refers to the founder Henry Paris of 
Dublin.  The bell was probably 
accommodated in a bell-cote on the 
west gable of the church until the 
present tower and spire were erected in 
1788.  The bell split open in April 1832 
and was recast into the present bell in 
the tower which is 35¾" in diameter, 
and about 8¾ cwts. It is this bell that 
sounds the hour in the spire of the 
church. 

The second bell in the tower is a plain 
casting, having no date or inscription.  It 

is 13 ¾" in diameter, about ½ cwt and is now disused. 

Over the main entrance gate there is a modern tower.  Designed by Denis O'D Hanna, it 
contains a ring of eight bells cast in 1920 by Gillett & Johnston of Croydon. These bells were 
formerly hung in a red brick tower built as a War Memorial beside the church.  That tower 
had to be demolished in 1961 because of the deterioration of the structure, and the new gate 
tower was built as a replacement.  The latter is of a continental style and the original ring of 
eight bells was installed in the new tower by Taylor's of Loughborough. 

Link to tower on web site 
https://bellringingireland.org/tower/carrickfergus-st-nicholas/ 

Other Links 

http://www.saintnicholas.org.uk/ 

office@saintnicholas.org.uk 

Bell Weights & Inscriptions 

 https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/detail.php?tower=16838 

https://bellringingireland.org/tower/carrickfergus-st-nicholas/
http://www.saintnicholas.org.uk/
mailto:office@saintnicholas.org.uk
https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/detail.php?tower=16838
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  CWTS QRS LBS Founders 

Treble 3 2 12 Gillett & Johnson 

2 3 2 5 Gillett & Johnson 

3 3 3 9 Gillett & Johnson 

4 4 2 14 Gillett & Johnson 

5 5 3 2 Gillett & Johnson 

6 6 2 9 Gillett & Johnson 

7 8 2 21 Gillett & Johnson 

Tenor 13 2 16 Gillett & Johnson 

 

Treble 

IB  Gillett and Johnston Croydon England 1920  

W Gloria in Excelsis Deo  
Gulielus Henricus Young 

2 
IB Gillett and Johnston Croydon England 1920  

W In Terra Pax 

3 

IB Gillett and Johnston Croydon England 1920  

W Benevolent Ergo Hommes  
Henricus Neville Chamberlain 

4 

IB Gillett and Johnston Croydon England 1920  

W Te Laudamus 
From Eileen Kirk in Loving Memory of her Father George Edmundson Kirk 
D.L 

5 
IB Gillett and Johnston Croydon England 1920  

W Tibi Benedicumus 

6 

IB Gillett and Johnston Croydon England 1920  

W Te Adoramus  
From William Laverty in Loving Memory of His Only Son William Henry 
Laverty 

7 

IB Gillett and Johnston Croydon England 1920  

W Te Glorificamus 
The Gift of James Laverty 

Tenor 

IB Gillett and Johnston Croydon England 1920  

W 
TibI Gratia Agimus 
Robertus Bowen Colthurst 
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Carrickfergus Bells 1920 


