Tower History

Hillsborough, St Malachy

The ancient name of Hillsborough was Cromlyn, and the present
name comes from the family which caused the church to be erected
and provided the organ and the ring of eight bells. The family name
was Hill, and they were the ancestors of the Marquis of
Downshire. It was the first Marquis who had the church restored
and improved in 1774, and who installed the bells cast by Rudhall of
Gloucester.

There is a fine square tower with a spire at the west end of the
Church, in which the bells hang. The old treble and two (now 3 & 4)
sit above the new treble and two. Originally, the rope of the Tenor
bell dropped to the centre of the ringing room with the front seven bell ropes forming a circle
around it.

The bells originally had canons, but these were removed in 1948 when the bells were
renovated and restored by Taylor’s of Loughborough. There was also a timber frame, and
tradition says that neither bolt nor nail was used in the making of this frame.

In 1970, the bells were augmented to ten by the provision of two new Treble bells to mark
the twenty-one years’ incumbency of the Rector, Rev. Canon John Barry, who was an active
bell ringer. The new bells were cast by Taylor’s of Loughborough and they bear the names
JOHN and JONATHAN the names of the rector and his son, who was also a ringer. On 24t
January 1971, the Rev. John Barry called the ringers to attend a special service, when he
blessed the new bells and also those responsible for their installation.

Link to tower on web site
https://bellringingireland.org/tower/hillsborough-st-malachy/

Other Links
https://www.hillsboroughparish.org.uk/

Bell Weights & Inscriptions
https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/detail.php?tower=16595

Below are the weights of St Malachy Bells Hillsborough

CWTS QRS LBS Founders
Treble 4 1 10 Taylor
2 4 3 10 Taylor
Weight Diameter Founders
3 5cwt, 2 gr 8 lbs 29 % Rudhall of Gloucester
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4 5cwt, 2 gr 24 lbs 29 % Rudhall of Gloucester
5 6 cwt, 2 qr 14 Ibs 32 9/16 Rudhall of Gloucester
6 7 cwt, 0 gr 13 lbs 34 % Rudhall of Gloucester
7 8 cwt, 3 gr 19 lbs 37 % Rudhall of Gloucester
8 10 cwt, 0 gr 13 Ibs 39% Rudhall of Gloucester
9 13 cwt, 1 gr 14 lbs 43 Rudhall of Gloucester
Tenor | 18 cwt, 3 gr 16 lbs 48 Rudhall of Gloucester

Below are the inscriptions of St Malachy Bells Hillsborough

Old Bells

Treble |(IB) |[We were all cast at Glocester 1772

2 (IB) |Tho Rudhall Bell Founders 1772
3 (IB) |Recast by John Warner and Sons London 1882
4 (IB) |Fear God Honour the King 1772
(IB) |Recast by John Warner and Sons London 1886
> (W) |Prosperity to Hillsborough 1886
6 T (symbol of a Bell) R 1772
7 (IB) |Prosperity to this town T (symbol of a Bell) R 1772
Tenor 1(18) i:g:::::gz H FIFol(r)i;l:iganlﬁz

Present Day Bells

Treble (IB) |John Taylor & Co Founders Loughborough 1970
(W) |lamJonathan

5 (IB) |John Taylor & Co Founders Loughborough 1970
(W) [lamJohn

3 (IB) [We were all cast at Glocester 1772

4 (IB) |[Tho Rudhall Bell Founders 1772

5 (IB) |Recast by John Warner and Sons London 1882

6 (IB) |Fear God Honour the King 1772
(IB) |Recast by John Warner and Sons London 1886

’ (W) |Prosperity to Hillsborough 1886

8 T (symbol of a Bell) R 1772

9 (IB) |Prosperity to this town T (symbol of a Bell) R 1772

Tenor |(1B) FIor?ation symbol (.)fa. Crown Floriation

Floriation H Floriation 1772
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