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FOREWORD
BY
DON McLEAN - PRESIDENT
IRISH ASSOCIATION OF CHANGE RINGERS
I must say that I consider it a great honour to be the person whom fate has chosen for the task of
writing this foreword. This is especially true when one considers the eminence of the founding
fathers of he Association and countless individuals, now deceased, who over the last 100 years
have featured within this record through their efforts in forwarding bellringing within the Association.
I find myself wondering how many of them would have wished to be with us as we
celebrate our centenary. I imagine that they often tried to visualise what their Association would
be like in 1998 and indeed wondered would it still flourish. Considering the many changes often
outside our control, i.e. the drop in church attendance and consequent drop in the numbers from
whom ringers may be likely to be recruited, and changing lifestyles over the last 100 years, we
are in a better condition than one might have expected.
The idea of having a Centenary Book, as one of the ways we would celebrate our millennium,
was Diana Pitcher's of St Peter's Bandon. It was her suggestion when ideas were asked for some
three years ago. Edith Barry of Holywood (granddaughter of William Pratt mentioned elsewhere)
and I would co-ordinate the gathering of articles submitted. Upon completion of our
task, the final book would be completed by Jean Jeffery of St Donard's (General Secretary
1995-1999). The entire Association is indebted to Jean for the many hours she has spent in inputtingthe written submissions to her computer and then organising the final product in your
hand today. I would like to also thank all those who have submitted articles, as requested, about
their own towers. I know in many cases a lot of research was necessary to complete this task.
This book represents a story of the Association over its first 100 years in the words of its ordinary
members in each tower recounting their own tower histories from their beginnings to the
present day. Simon Walker of Hillsborough wrote an overview article about the history of the
Association's first 100 years, which follows after this foreword.
Finally I would like to say to anyone in 2098 reading this book. I hope bellringing is flourishing
in your time and the Association, hopefully is still following its prime function of calling people
to worship and promoting scientific change ringing.
If you remember that ringing should also be fun, encourage friendship between ringers and give
you great personal satisfaction in ringing well then you will be on the road to enjoying yourselves
as much as we did in 1998.
Don McLean
President
Irish Association of Change Ringers
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THE IRISH ASSOCIATION OF CHANGE RINGERS 1898-1998
“Sir, - it is proposed to form an “Irish Association of Change Ringers”, which shall have for its object the
unity of all ringers for the promotion and study of Scientific Change Ringing.
With a view to this all interested are cordially invited to attend a meeting to be held in St Patrick’s Schools,
St Patrick’s Close, Dublin, on Saturday 22nd inst., at 8.00 pm for the purpose of founding, if possible, such
a society. Bands of ringers who reside at too great a distance from Dublin to attend or send a delegate, are
earnestly requested to communicate to the Secretary the number in their company who are desirous of joining.
Members will be requested to pay a small annual subscription (about 1s) to defray working expenses.
RICHARD R CHERRY, President
St Patrick’s Cathedral Society
DIGBY SCOTT, Clerk, President
Christ Church, Bray, Society
G LINDOFF, Sec., Pro Tem., and
Conductor of St Patrick’s Cathedral Society,
2 Mount Brown, Dublin.”
So ran a letter of invitation which effectively set into motion the formation of the Irish Association of
Change Ringers. Up until 1898 there was little in the way of inter-tower contact in Ireland. Indeed, the only
tower to have belonged to an organised ringing body was Waterford Cathedral, where the local members
had rung a peal of Grandsire Triples for the Ancient Society of College Youths in 1873. One of the members of this team was Richard R Cherry, who, as we can see, was a driving force in the formation of our
Association.
Cherry was already an active member of the Society at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Dublin, when the generosity
and foresight of the great patron of the Cathedral, the Earl of Iveagh, radically changed not only the face of
ringing in Dublin, but the whole of Ireland. In 1897 the Earl presented the Cathedral with a new ring of ten
bells to replace the seventeenth century ring of eight, and at the same time employed Gabriel Lindoff from
Leiston in Suffolk as the Cathedral Ringing Master. Lindoff’s tuition resulted in the Cathedral Society making rapid progress in change ringing, and this is evidenced by a perusal of both Society’s weekly records
and the Irish Association Peal Book. Bray Society also benefited from Lindoff’s instruction, and so this
relationship must have given Lindoff, Cherry and Digby Scott, the Rector of Bray, the impetus to form a
ringing association.
The initial meeting at St Patrick’s Cathedral Choir School attracted twenty-five ringers from the two Dublin
Cathedrals; Ss Augustine and John, Dublin; St George’s, Dublin and Bray. Under the Chairmanship of Rev
C W O’Hara-Mease, Richard Cherry was appointed as President of the newly-formed Irish Association of
Change Ringers. The Association was fortunate to have someone of Cherry’s stature at its helm, as he held
high office in the Irish legal profession, eventually rising to become the Lord Chief Justice of Ireland. The
Treasurer was one William McCullagh, whilst Gabriel Lindoff was appointed as Secretary. This too proved
to be a sound choice, as he was to serve the Association faithfully for forty-three years in this capacity.
At the meeting in 1900, new members were welcomed from Arklow, Drogheda, Kilkenny, Belfast and
Holywood. Ringing at Arklow Parish Church at this time had many parallels with the situation in Dublin. St
Saviour’s Church had been built at the expense of William, fifth Earl of Carysfort, who had presented the
fine ring of eight Taylor bells and employed James Washbrook as Sexton and Instructor to the ringers. Under his guidance a local team had been trained and was soon capable of ringing peals of Stedman Triples. It
was, of course, at Arklow that Washbrook first demonstrated his skill in ringing double-handed peals. Indeed, as regards peal ringing, the early years of the century were something of a halcyon period for the Association. Change-ringing in the north of the country was confined to St Thomas’, Belfast, under the guidance of J H B Hesse. On his return to England he participated in the first Association peal outside Ireland,
which was one of Plain Bob Major at St Stephen’s, Coleman Street, London.
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A further advance in change ringing, and therefore in the fortunes of the Association took place in 1909 when Richard
Cherry presented two treble bells to St Patrick’s Cathedral, thereby giving Ireland its first ring of twelve bells. When
the first peal of Cinques was rung in 1911 the Lord Chief Justice himself rang the eleventh. Indeed, this was the first
peal on twelve bells to be rung outside England.
No meeting was held in 1910 as a mark of respect for the passing of King Edward VII. In 1913 the Association endeavoured to promote Service ringing by obtaining a silver Challenge Shield to be awarded to the Society with the
best attendance for Sunday Service ringing and the Arklow Society emerged as the first winners.
Due to civil unrest in the country, no meetings were held again until 1919, when it was discovered that the Association
Account Books had been destroyed during the 1916 Easter Rising. Indeed, due to further civil strife, no meetings took
place between 1921 and 1924.
At the 1926 meeting members were welcomed from Bangor and Belfast, and it must have been on the strength of this
that the meeting the following year was held at Belfast, when the first lady members, who belonged to the Arklow
Society, joined.
The momentum which was gathering in ringing circles in the north of the country resulted in the formation of a Northern Branch in 1927. This consisted of the Societies of St Thomas in Belfast, Carrickfergus and Holywood, with William Pratt of Holywood as the first Secretary. Mr Pratt had done much to nurture change ringing at Holywood and
Carrickfergus. Although the Northern Branch was still subordinate to the Association proper, the Bangor Society decided to remain affiliated directly to the parent body. The Northern Branch’s first peal was Grandsire Triples rung at
Carrickfergus on Boxing Day, 1931. It was conducted by Gabriel Lindoff, who was joined in the peal by his son, Gabriel George. The following year the Holywood Society rang the first Branch peal unassisted, Grandsire Triples conducted by Samuel McClelland.
In 1930 the position of Ringing Master was created, the initial incumbent being Robert S F Murphy. Mr Murphy’s
ringing career had begun in 1892 at St Canice’s Cathedral, Kilkenny. His work as a jeweller took him to Dublin,
where he joined the team at St Patrick’s Cathedral. His first peal was on the Cathedral’s 45-cwt tenor bell, covering
Grandsire Caters.
When the Association met at Kilkenny in 1934, a competition was held to raise funds to inaugurate a Bell Restoration
Fund. At the same meeting the Ringing Master presented the Striking Challenge Cup which bears his name. The Murphy Cup was first competed for in 1935 at Waterford Cathedral when the local Society beat the team from St Fin
Barre’s Cathedral, Cork.
Gabriel Lindoff died on 7 November 1941, having served the Association as its Secretary for forty-three years. He had
been a driving force in the Association’s formation, had worked hard to encourage and cultivate change ringing in
Ireland and had carried on the regular administration even during the very difficult periods of unrest in the country.
So effective was his work that the 1898 membership of twenty-five had increased to around three hundred by 1941. It
is therefore appropriate that he is commemorated by a memorial tablet in the north aisle of St Patrick’s Cathedral,
placed there in 1942.
Life Membership of the Association was instituted in 1945, and three founder members were honoured at this time.
They were Rev G Digby Scott and Rawdon and Harold Greene.
The present Districts within the Association, ie Northern, Southern and Eastern, were set up in 1947. Since this time
each District has appointed its own Secretary, Ringing Master and Treasurer and has representation on the Executive
Council, which is under the auspices of an Association President, General Secretary and Ringing Master. By 1950
each District had its own striking competition. The Northern District competes for the Cunningham Cup which was
presented by James Cunningham, JP of Rostrevor, the Eastern District trophy is the Lindoff Cup in honour of Gabriel
Lindoff, whilst the Association’s first President is recalled by the Southern District’s R R Cherry Cup. Since the formation of the Districts the winners of these regional competitions have then competed for the MurphyCup.
The decade and a half following the end of the Second World War was a period of great activity for ringing in Ireland.
Many rings of bells were restored, particularly in the Northern District where the enforced silence of the war years had
resulted in the deterioration of a number of rings. There were also a number of augmentations or new ringing installations, in particular the superb ring of ten was installed at Mount Saint Alphonsus in Limerick, whilst a ring of six and a
ring of ten were installed at the Churches of St Donard’s and St Mark’s, Belfast.
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Change-ringing, too, was making advances and was spreading beyond its traditional strongholds, with methods being
rung in places as diverse as Londonderry, Limerick Cathedral and St Donard’s, Belfast. Within a short space of time
each of these teams progressed to ringing peals. Change-ringing on handbells developed at St Peter’s, Drogheda,
where many peals of Doubles were rung. At Ss Augustine and John in Dublin the local ringers rang a number of halfpeals of Plain Bob Major on handbells.
Throughout Ireland at this time, there was an increase in interest in developing change-ringing and most towers had a
team capable of ringing some form of method.
Ringing at Holywood Parish Church particularly was of an advanced nature, and the tower saw Ireland’s first peals of
Wath and Pontefract Delight Major, as well as the first ever peal of Holywood Delight Major. Only once since has an
Association team rung and named a first peal in a method, ie Drumbo Delight Major at Drumbo in 1990.
The “Irish Bell News”, the Association’s Journal, commenced publication in 1951, and continued under the dedicated
and good-humoured editorship of Fred Dukes until 1987. It was appreciated as a ready source of information not only
in Ireland, but further afield. Since 1987 each District has been served by individual Newsletters.
The highlight of the active period of the 1950s was surely the visit of the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers to
Dublin in 1958. This visit coincided with the celebrations for the Association’s sixtieth anniversary. Eighteen peals
were rung during the visit, including one of Bob Major on handbells rung in the small hours of 25/26 May in Dublin’s
Central Hotel. During the Central Council visit the first peal was rung on the newly-restored bells of St Fin Barre’s
Cathedral, Cork.
Bob Murphy passed away in 1960 and was succeeded as Ringing Master by John T Dunwoody of Holywood. In 1962,
the President, Fred Bogan, was invested with a Presidential Badge of Office, which had been presented by Miss E M
Young of Carrickfergus. She subsequently gave a Cup (the Young Cup) to be awarded to the Northern District team
which showed the best improvement in striking from the previous year.
The Irish Association of Change Ringers celebrated its seventy-fifth anniversary in 1973 with a number of events,
involving the bulk of the towers in Ireland. A Ringing Festival was held in Dublin, which coincided with a visit of the
Ancient Society of College Youths, who rang a peal of Cantaur Alliance Maximus at St Patrick’s. The Northern District also hosted a Ringing Festival with the President of the Central Council as the guest of honour.
The period from the early seventies to the early eighties shows another burst of bell augmentation, restoration and installation. In 1972 the ring of eight at Hillsborough, County Down, became a ten and in 1977 Drumbo became a ring
of eight. The six bells of Blessington, County Wicklow, which date from 1685, were rehung, and were joined within a
few years by the installation of the six very light bells at Newcastle, County Down, and the restored bells of St Audoen’s, Dublin. Three of the bells at this latter Church date from 1423. In terms of competition ringing, provision was
made in the Northern District for younger members, with the gift by the Maginess family of Hillsborough, of the
Iveagh Cup, for teams composed of ringers under twenty-one years.
Changes were made in the mid to late 1980s to increase and broaden membership participation in the operation of the
Association. This general attitude is also reflected in the new criteria for entry to the all-Ireland Murphy Cup Competition, which now has one team participating for every three teams that competed in the respective District competitions. This period also witnessed a great upsurge in change-ringing activity under the ringing leadership of John Lindsay, with a marked increase in the number of members ringing Quarter-Peals, as well as advances in the field of Surprise ringing. The highlight of the late 1980s was the installation of the fine new ring of twelve bells at Ballymena,
County Antrim.
As we enter our year of centennial celebrations, we acknowledge the contribution which many dedicated members
have made in the past to ensure the continuation of our Association and its aims. To long-standing members, names
such as William Pratt, John Dunwoody and Dean Maurice Talbot will readily spring to mind. Another outstanding
past member of the Association was Andrew J Corrigan of Dublin, who invented place notation. Of particular note
within our own time, is Fred Dukes. Fred is, of course, the international face of Irish bell ringing and holds the honour
of being the only Irish Honorary Life Member of the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers. He holds the amazing
record of having an unbroken attendance of 52 consecutive Council Meetings and currently serves as the International
Liaison Officer. Fred served the Irish Association as its General Secretary for forty-three years, having also previously
been assistant to Gabriel Lindoff. His most recent contribution to the cause of Irish bellringing was the publication of
his book, “Campanology in Ireland”, the culmination of a lifetime of research.
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A brief survey of the history of an Association such as ours helps to underline that any organisation is only as good as
its members, and we in the Irish Association of Change Ringers have a lot to be grateful for. Solid foundations laid in
the formative years of our Association have been built upon by successive dedicated officers and members, leaving us
in a position not only to celebrate our centenary, but to look beyond it with confidence.
(The foregoing article was compiled by Simon Walker, Hillsborough, for our centenary celebrations in 1998.
Many thanks to Simon for allowing its reproduction here so that a wider audience within the Irish Association may be
more fully aware of our history).

Above is the front cover of the Programme produced on the occasion of the Annual Meeting of the Central
Council of Church Bell Ringers, held in Dublin on Monday 25 May 1998 in the centenary year of the Irish
Association of Change Ringers.
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ST PATRICK’S
CATHEDRAL,
DUBLIN:12 Bells

T

he debt owing to ringers who, learning elsewhere, settle in Dublin, some for a short span, come to ring
at St Patrick’s thus helping to maintain a regular band, must be acknowledged. Indeed, when Dean Jellett sought
a leader to form a Society in 1895, he called upon Mr Richard Cherry. He had learned at Waterford in 1872 and
rang in a peal there in 1873. Coming to Dublin in 1876 he joined a band which rang for Evensong each Sunday.
The new Society first rang on 15 December 1895, a meeting was held on 31 December when a Resolution “The
best thanks of the Society ------ Mr Corley for his help teaching us and other members of St George’s Belfry”.
Since then many another from Francis Johnston’s steeple have continued to assist us. St Patrick’s Bells were
rung muffled when Thomas Corley did in 1898.
At the AGM in 1897 records “We can never thank Mr Cherry enough for all the instruction he has given us,
but it is impossible for him to continue to do the whole of this work.” We therefore, after consultation with the
Dean, advertised for an Instructor and out of 36 applicants chose Mr Lindoff. It is always a risk to appoint a
man without having seen him, but I think we could not have made a better choice and I hope he likes us as
much as we like him.
Mr Lindoff first rang for Evensong on October 10, 1898.
In the same year Mr R S F Murphy arrived in Dublin. He learned at Kilkenny in 1890. Mr J Hayden of Limerick
came at the same time to be followed by Mr J Townley, Surrey.
The 31 December 1900 Minutes read, “Then adjourned to the belfry to ring in the new century.”
Conor O’Brien, a Limerick man, came at Whitsun 1903; where he learned to ring is not known, however he
accompanied Mr G Lindoff to Arklow to ring a Peal of Stedman. He becomes a NRLM, Oxford, which suggests
that he knew Mr J Washbrook from there. He next joins St Patrick’s in 1909 and rings two peals of
Grandsire Caters and in 1913 a 913 of Cinques, perhaps a peal attempt. A noted sailor he offloaded 600 guns
from his Yacht, Kelpie, on to the Chota, which sailed to Kilcoole in 1914.
In 1919 Captain G Goodship, Reading; S H Mills of Limerick and Mr T McMorran, St George’s, who succeeded
Mr Lindoff in 1941. Mr Harry Wills, Croydon, came during the 20s; he competed in the 1908 Olympics
and donated a public park to Croydon. Mr R Pocklington and Mr J Click came to Kingsbridge in 1950 to
develop a peat burning loco and rang with us for three years.
Rev B K Lunn, London; Mr D Vokes, Norwich, came to Trinity and Mr V R McCormack, Limerick, rang out
the 50s and into the 60s. The first lady was Miss Marilyn Smyth, North Wales, TCD and was joined by other
students, Miss E Ann Sadler, Rutland; Mr R A Vere Hodge and Miss H M Hubert, Surrey; Mr M Owen,
Devon; Mr J P O Barry, Hillsborough. Together they set up a society in Hoggin Green which sadly no longer
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exists. Mr R Broughton, Caerphilly; Mr C A Lewis, Glastonbury, his wife Miss G Craney, came later, and as the
1960s closed, Mr C W Galbraith and family moved from Limerick. With three ringing sons, this must be
acknowledgedas a serious blow to St Mary’s Cathedral, as soon after Mr P M Talbot, Limerick, also came to
Dublin.
A Drogheda ringer, Mr F A McCullough, came in the 1980s. Practice nights have often been saved by the
attendance of members of other city towers and Mr R DeCourcy, Waterford, who works in Dublin, is a regular
on Tuesdays, returning home for Sundays.
Recruiting had been aimed at relatives, Choristers, the School.
The first lady to learn on our bells was the sister of Choir Boys, themselves ringers. Miss M Sarsteiner, who rang
several Quarter Peals before marriage, now rings in South Africa. Succeeding ladies progressed to conducting up
to Quarters, Anna, Avril, Caroline, Dorothy, Hilary, Jane, Jean, Jennifer, Joan, Joy, Kathleen, Laetitia, Pat, Patricia, Sheelagh and another Margaret; all of whom were Sunday ringers in their time. Moving to that level are others, Ann, Cynthia, Gail, Imelda and Stephanie, who also excels on a Harp. In 1978 six rang the first Quarter Peal
by an Irish Ladies band and several years later five more joined Avril to ring another. On 20 August 1997 ten
ladies rang Lord Iveagh’s ten during the centenary celebrations.
Miss E O’Connor and Miss P Casey were amongst students of the National University who, setting up a Society
at Belfield, rang on Sundays as members of our tower. They rang Quarters and in that achievement were joined
by Mmle Catherine De Brabant De Chateaubriant, Rennes University and UCD who, before returning home,
rang the tenor to a Quarter Peal of Doubles after one year in Dublin.
In 1978 Dundela ladies rang the twelve bells, with the tenor rung by Barbara.
Of the 18 names at the first meeting only 9 appear in the IACR as “practising ringers”, indeed Mr R Todd, who
rang in the first “full course of Grandsire Doubles” on 3 February 1897, does not ring again. The band was: H
Greene, C Murray, R Todd, R R Cherry, R Greene, S Lyster. Nos 1, 2, 5 were beginners who, in later years,
were to ring peals in St Patrick’s. Mr Todd may also have been a beginner.
Mr Cherry conducted 1260 Grandsire Triples in 1899 and in 1901 a peal of Grandsire Caters when Queen Victoria died. His Society rang throughout 1896 and the first 11 Sundays in 1897 when the old bells were taken down
to make way for “the magnificent ring given by Lord Iveagh”. The new bells were first rung on Friday 20 August 1897; “during the service of dedication the clappers were untied. A touch of 395 Grandsire Caters was conducted by Mr J W Taylor, Bellfounder”.
Mr T Grant, who conducted the first peal rung by Irishmen in 1930, joined early in the Society’s history and early in the new century Mr R Tait and Mr W Wilson learned, becoming peal ringers and serving the Society well
over the following 60 years. Mr J A Atkinson joined them in 1915 in a career lasting 50 years. Mr C Harrison,
Chorister, rang peals as a student and worked in Malaya, enduring the privations of occupation.
In the late 1920s Choristers were allotted Sunday Evensongs and Mr E George, 8 years and Mr R I George, except for 6 years, 1939-1945, 65 years, with Mr W Farrell, 60 years, helped to bring the steeple into the latter part
of the century. Their ability in change-ringing was invaluable in assisting younger ringers to become familiar
with the art. Mr T Wilson moved away and since returning in 1950s rings twice each Sunday at 85, and 74 steps.
The Jones Brothers (H W 50 years) and Mr H H Brown, also a 50+ year ringer, had no connection with St Patrick’s until they joined the belfry between 1930 and 1945. In later times we owe a debt to the Succentor, Rev C S
L Taggart, who introduced Choristers to the belfry. The first few, having learned, found other interests, but the
next group excelled in ringing and in conducting, one aged 14 years conducted a 1260 Grandsire Doubles of ten
different 120s and 30 years on still visits the belfry. A contemporary, J K Stark of TCD rang with us for several
years, a German-speaking English with an Irish brogue. Students of the two Universities, became experienced
ringers, others who learned on the Cathedral bells, were regular on Sunday Services until their progessions took
them away. They helped in moving from Doubles, Triples to Maximus.
In the 1960s Surprise was practised on tied bells at lunch time and later one hour Kent on the first Wednesday
until a Quarter after one month led to Cambridge and London Minor. Then we were ready to attempt Major,
Cambridge, Superlative, Yorkshire followed by Bristol.
Charles Reede
8

CHRIST CHURCH
CATHEDRAL,
DUBLIN: 19 Bells
THE GREAT AUGMENTATION AT CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL, DUBLIN

S

even new bells have been cast for Christ Church Cathedral, giving Ireland a world record for the new
millennium. This development is the latest in a series of innovations stretching over nearly one thousand years.
In every century of the present millennium, the bells or tower of the Cathedral have been improved.
1038
Christ Church had at least one bell since its foundation.
1170
Foundations of new stone tower were laid.
1283
The tower, having been burnt down, was rebuilt.
1330
The tower, having cracked, was again rebuilt.
1440
Three large bells were placed in the tower.
1564
The pillars of the tower were strengthened
1603
The three bells were re-cast, following accidental explosion of gunpowder at Wood Quay.
1670
Six bells were cast, using cannon gun parts.
1738
Eight new bells were cast.
1878
More bells were added, increasing the total to 12.
1979
Tenor bell was recast.
1993
Simulator purchased for use in Christ Church. The first simulator attached to church bells in
Ireland, to assist teaching.
1998
The turret clock, made in 1845 by McMaster of Dublin, was restored to full operation, striking
the quarters and the hours.
1998
A portable octave (tenor 10-lbs in G) was made for Leslie and Ann Taylor, members of the Society
of Ringers, the first portable ring of bells in Ireland.
1999
Seven new bells have been cast, to give the first ring of 16 in Ireland.
The additional bells will give Christ Church the greatest number of bells hung for change-ringing in the world.
With a total of 19 bronze bells, ranging in weight from two and a quarter tons to three and a half hundredweights, The Great Augmentation will uniquely provide three 12-bell peals as well as the first peals of 14 and 16
in Ireland. It will be the second peal of 16 in the world, following St Martin’s Church, Birmingham, and to be
shortly followed by a 16 for Perth, Australia.
Cast by Taylor’s of Leicestershire, the new bells will have been added over a three-week period from August 9th
1999, and will have been heard for the first time from September (DV). Finally, 1999 will have been rungout on
one of the old octaves and the year 2000 ushered in with the greatest number of swinging bells ever to beheard in
Ireland.
Six of the new bells are inscribed with opening words of Psalms, while one has “Peace to All Men”
inscribed on it in Latin. This expresses the desire for an end of strife in Ireland and the world.
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As no bell-founders exist now in Ireland, the work had to go to the English Foundry, while in 1878 new bells
were made for Christ Church by the Murphy Foundry of Dublin.
As for the ringers of these bells, our present success follows a great deal of hard work in the training of beginners and in the improvement of skills. We thank our recruits for maintaining their interest and we cannot, with
all due modesty, ignore the contribution of Billy Clarke and Leslie Taylor, who both succeeded in mastering
the complicated art of ringing two bells each, to ride a storm of difficulty that buffeted us in the mid 1990s.
We therefore face the new millennium knowing that we have done our best to maintain good ringing of these
great and famous bells, and with high expectations for the future of our noble art. We wish all ringers success
in their endeavours, particularly the newcomers in Taney, who, like us, are faced with exciting challenges.
In a tired world, certain events …. Particular sounds, tastes, smells … cause a sudden effect that stimulates a
person at a level where rational reasoning may never reach. It is in the gut, or sometimes in the nape of the
neck. Into that category of stimulating phenomena can be placed the distinctive sound of the bells of Christ
Church Cathedral.
I am convinced that many people feel this way. Many have told me so, since I have had a role in ensuring that
the music of the bells continues to rise over Dublin, as the Ringing Master who directs the event every week,
and at the New Year.
An old Dubliner said that the bells evoked in him a set of memories associated with his grandmother who lived
nearby. He went to her on Sundays, and she always had cabbage and bacon. When he had cabbage, he
thought of the bells. When he heard the bells, he recalled the cabbage.
A new Dubliner, a Pakistani living close to the Cathedral, said that when he first heard the bells he was moved
to tears. The first person’s anecdote I did not find surprising, but the Pakistani gentleman’s story came in from
the outfield. I am astounded by the effect we have had on this stranger to our shores.
The love of Dubliners for the bells goes back a long way.
In the 14th century after a devastation of the city by men from the mountains the citizens first repaired the
tower of Christ Church before attending to their own homes. In the 17th century the Corporation agreed to
raise money for new bells on condition that the Great Bell of Christ Church be rung for the city forever.
The obligation has been felt on the other side too. The Cathedral ensures that the bells are rung not only for
the regular Services of the Church but also for the annual celebrations at the New Year, when many thousands
gather to hear them. And despite the temptation to feel cyclical about the approach of the Millennium …. with
the Y2K hype and the faltering plans to place a large monument in the City Centre ….. Dubliners can be sure
that the bells of Christ Church Cathedral will not fail them. That is to say that, barring accidents, the bells will
be heard solemnly ringing out the Old Millennium and joyfully welcoming the New.
To ensure that the resonance of the year 2000, as welcomed in Dublin, can reverberate not only throughout
Ireland but far beyond to our Diaspora in other lands, as stated earlier the authorities in Christ Church have
commissioned seven new bells to add to the present peal, to make up a world record number of bells.
Dublin will have much to be proud of when 19 bells are heard from Christ Church over the course of Millennium
Night, all sweeping and swooping in great arcs in the style of ringing (called full circle ringing), practised
at the Cathedral for at least 500 years.

Leslie Taylor
Honorary Ringing Master
The Society of Ringers
Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin.
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ST FIN BARRE’S
CATHEDRAL,
CORK: 8 Bells

W

e know that bells have been used in St Fin Barre’s Cathedral since the earliest times but the
first notice we have of the erection of a tower or campanile occurs in the year 1670 when £5 was subscribed
by John Follit for that purpose. Work proceeded slowly until 1675 when the Bishop warned the
Chapter “to cover and enclose the tower”. This was completed in 1677 but bells must have been installed
before completion for we read that in 1676 “Twenty shillings be added to the salary of the bell ringer”.
We do not know how many bells were housed in this tower but it was possible in 1680 to sell one to the
town of Mallow.
This Cathedral was taken down in 1735 and the one which replaced it did not appear to have a steeple at
first because on 3 May 1751 it was ordered that £1,000 be raised to erect a new spire and set up a ring of
bells. This must have been done very speedily because a ring of 8 bells was cast by Abel Rudhall of
Gloucester before the year was out. It was necessary to raise a further £300 to finish the spire and hang
the bells but this was accomplished in 1752/3. The bells were hung in a wooden frame which had become
considerably decayed by 1802 and had to have extensive repairs. In 1820 another overhaul was
necessary while in 1861 two bells had to be recast by John Warner & Sons, London, at an expense of
£82.4.4d.
On the 8 March 1865, the bells were removed to the Custom House vaults and stored there for 5 years
while the old Cathedral was being demolished and our present one was being built. It is interesting to
note that during this period one bell was hung in the Schoolhouse yard in Dean Street and when being
rung for the last time on Sunday 2 October 1870 the tongue fell out on the last stroke. Two days later the
work of hanging the bells in the North West tower commenced.
As the steeples were not built until some years after the consecration of the Cathedral on St Andrew’s
Day, 30 November, 1870, the bells were hung in the lower chamber as a chime. They were not raised to
the present bell chamber until 1903 when Nos 1, 2 and 3 were recast and all were erected in an iron
frame and hung on roller-type bearings by Taylors of Loughborough.
In 1951/52 a considerable sum was spent in replacing broken and rusted steel girders and in 1957 all bells
were rehung on ball bearings.
We are very pleased to still have with us Fred Bogan, a ringer at this tower for all of his ringing life
and President of the Irish Association of Change Ringers from 1961 until 1968.
Fred Bogan
(Last paragraph supplied by
Valerie Fletcher)
St Fin Barre’s Cathedral
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THE CATHEDRAL
OF THE BLESSED
TRINITY,
WATERFORD:
8 Bells

T

he Cathedral of the Blessed Trinity (Christ Church), Waterford, was founded in 1050 AD and in this
Cathedral in 1668 was installed the very first ring of bells to be cast in Ireland to a musical consequence. They
were recast as a six in 1727 when the four and five were found to be cracked, and again recast to a ring of eight
in 1872.
It was on these bells that, in 1872, the first peal in Ireland was rung by a visiting band, “The Ancient Society of
College Youths”, the first such visitors to come to Ireland.
The following year, on 9 December 1873, a peal of Holt’s ten-part Grandsire Triples of 5040 changes was rung
by a local band conducted by Mr C Lee of London in two hours fifty-two minutes. The ringers were as follows:1. G W Roy
2. R R Cherry
3. R S Blee, VS
4. G Clampett

5. C Lee
6. G J Mackesy, MB
7. T Atherton
8. W G D Goff, BA

In 1874 they undertook a ringing tour of England and were the earliest Irish band to do so. Their itinerary included Liverpool, Shrewsbury, Hereford, Gloucester and London. R R Cherry was in that peal as a teenager and it
was he who later founded the Irish Association together with Digby Scott, Clerk, and Mr Gabriel Lindoff. He
was elected its first President in 1898. In addition to his legal eminence he was a member of the Imperial Parliament and also a Privy Councillor.
The names of the peal ringers and others of that period still appear well into the present century in the Society’s
accounts and an old Waterford Attendance Book. In 1905 the ringing loft walls were coloured at a cost of
£1.5s.0d and a copy of “Troyte on Change Ringing” was bought for half-a-crown. Mr Livermore was Steeple
Keeper in the 1880s at four shillings a week and in 1904 Mr George Salter was paid ten shillings for the same
work. “The Ringing World” cost three shillings and three pence for a half year in 1912, this was soon after it
commenced publication.
Membership of the Waterford tower was a steady average of some sixteen right through to the thirties. In 1915
W Glenny is listed as “joined the colours”. In 1923 three ladies’ names appear, Misses C Kinch and A Kinch and
Miss K Hitchmough on the same page. “J Gracey sailed from Queenstown on the 29 April at 8.00 am and arrived at Boston on Sunday 6 May at 7.00 am”. Three years later “R Gracey left Waterford for Cobh, sailed for
Boston on the SS Laconia.” Another emigrant, “W Kinch sailed for NY” in 1927. Over that New Year the tenor
was “repairing BB” and on August the 7th “was fitted with BB” (ball bearings). In 1939 the eight bells were rehung on ball bearings, the oak frame and timber headstocks being retained.
Miss A Kinch, mentioned above, is now in her 93rd year. She was married in Christ Church Cathedral, Waterford, at 8.00 am on January 15th 1930 to Mr “Lad” Bowers, who was surprised by the pealing of the bells as
they left the Church. Mrs Dolly Bowers (Miss A Kinch) recalls the bell ringers around at that time as well as
herself and her sister, Chrissy, included her three brothers, Billy, Dick and George, also Dick and Jim Gracey
and the Instructor, Mr Salter. “Dolly” says she rang bell number four.
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The bells were rung muffled, perhaps on the passing of ringers, but names are not recorded. On the 17th
October 1916, there was “no ringing owing to the death of Dr Sheehan (RC Bishop)”.
The Murphy Cup came to Waterford on three occasions and the Annual Attendance Shield seven times.
Several members have been hereditary Freemen of the City, including the late W N Boyce and Richard de
Courcy.
In the first edition of the Irish Bell News the editor led a series on the belfries with an article on Waterford.
In the Biographical Lists Mr J E Harris modestly wrote, “I started ringing in 1902 and I worked for Waterford
Milling.” Mr J Baldwin started in 1926 and was Instructor in 1957 when he noted “Richard de Courcy—first
open ring on 4th bell.” In 1959 the latter joins Mr Baldwin instructing George Earl on the 5th bell.
After the Southern District of the Association was set up it was decided that a local competition Cup would
be named for R R Cherry, but to date Waterford’s name has not been added to the list of winners. Nevertheless
ringing continues to flourish.
The Cathedral Bells ring the message of the Gospel over the City and across the flowing waters of the River
Suir as they did when first installed by our forebears in 1668.
Richard de Courcy
Tower Captain
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ST MARY’S
CATHEDRAL,
LIMERICK: 8 Bells
THE BELLS AND THEIR RINGERS

B

ells have been sounding forth from St Mary’s Cathedral for a very long time. The first reference to
bells being at the Cathedral appears around the years 1380 to 1390 when the celebrated John Budston, seemingly
a wealthy and prominent citizen of Limerick and a liberal benefactor to the Cathedral, presented four brass bells.
John Budston was an ancestor of the Arthur family from which the nearby Arthur’s Quay and Shopping Centre
gets its name. Mr Budston was also a Sheriff of the City and a monument in the South Transept commemorates
the memory of this gentleman.
No further mention of the bells is made in the Cathedral records until about the year 1670 when a peal of six
bells was presented by William Yorke. He was an Alderman of the City and was three times Mayor. Mayor
Yorke died in 1679 and is buried in the Cathedral. A memorial erected by his son appears on one of the pillars
on the north side of the nave.
There is no information available as to what became of Budston’s bells, but it is more than likely that the metal
of these bells was used in the casting of Yorke’s peal. This consisted of six bells in the key of F, the tenor bell of
which weighed about 18cwt. They were cast by the bell founders William and Roger Perdue, whose foundry was
at Salisbury, England. One of the brothers - William - died whilst working on the bells at Limerick and was buried in the Cathedral. His burial place was marked by a slab which recorded the following:
“Here a bell founder, honest and true,
Until the resurrection - lies Perdue.”
The peal presented by Mayor Yorke was supplemented in 1703 by the addition of two bells thus bringing the
total peal to eight bells. All the six bells of the Yorke peal have since either been recast or replaced by new bells
from time to time. The two bells added in 1703 form the treble and second of the present ring.
Two other persons who also have contributed to the well-being of the bells were Sir Alec W Shaw of Limerick,
who had the third bell recast by John Taylor and Company, Bell Founders, Loughborough, England, in 1923,
and Mr Everard Hewson of Castlehewson, Co Limerick, who presented a new bell (fourth in the present peal) in
1907, replacing a defective one. Mr Hewson also presented a call bell and had the treble, second, seventh and
tenor bells recast over a period 1930-1938. All this work was undertaken by Taylors, Loughborough.
The detailed history of each individual bell is not within the scope of this short article but can be had, by request,
from the Captain, St Mary’s Cathedral Bellringers, St Mary’s Cathedral, Bridge Street, Limerick.
The bells today comprise a very fine peal of eight, still in the key of F with a tenor of 24 cwts with the third bell
formerly the treble of William Yorke’s ring of six bells. The bells also are capable of being chimed.
Bells are not much use without ringers so some names of prominent members of St Mary’s team over the past 50
years come to mind: George Creaney was captain in the early 1940s and a much loved and respected
figure he was. He conducted rings with great authority.
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George King, a flamboyant member of the team who always had a welcome smile for the visitor or the new
recruit. Alec Brislane, who became, in a sense, the father of the tower, being a member from the early 1900s to
1972 when he died. Correct striking and settling into a good tempo were his main concerns with bellringing. He
was considered a very steady ringer by his colleagues of the day and he expected this standard, eventually, from
all candidates who offered themselves for bellringing. He was a great believer in listening for one’s bell rather
than depending on rope sight.
George Bingham, who was a member of the team from the early 1920s, became captain with the band flourishing under his leadership. He remained a member of the tower until his death in 1991.
Then in the mid 1930s and early 1940s there was a rush of new candidates to become bellringers. Cyril Galbraith
probably headed the posse followed by three young men from the Cathedral Boys’ Choir, Roy McCormack,
Tom
Marsden and Jack Cox. They set the pace for other boy choristers to follow, two, three and four years later when
Bill Cox, Kenneth Brislane, Harry Ellis, Bryan Brislane, George Eades and Derek Brislane, made their appearancesin the ringing room.
Cyril Galbraith, Roy McCormack, Tom Marsden, Bryan Brislane and Harry Ellis all were elected to the post of
Captain at various stages. During Cyril Galbraith’s captaincy method ringing was introduced and Mr Fred Dukes
from Drogheda was the instructor invited to lead us in this form of ringing which, with ordinary call-changes,
continues to this day.
Next, young ladies came to practice the art of campanology. These were Ann Myles, Dorothy McCormack, Joan
Talbot, Kathleen Marsden and Lulu Bingham. This introduced a social side to bellringing and outings and picnics became features of the summer months. These led to courtships, engagements and marriages, Ann Myles
becoming Mrs Cyril Galbraith, Joan Talbot becoming Mrs Tom Marsden, Dorothy McCormack became Mrs
Robert O’Neil and Kathleen Marsden became Mrs George Eades. Lulu Bingham emigrated to the UK, married
and settled down over there.
And so we come to the present day. Ringers are not as plentiful on the ground as in the earlier years of which
were outlined. Nevertheless, it is not beyond the bounds of possibility that a vibrant young team could lead St
Mary’s Cathedral bells to sounding forth their message of peace, love and goodwill to all men well into the next
millennium to commence in just a year and a half’s time.
Our present bellringers are - Kieron Brislane (Captain); Michael Pomeroy (Vice Captain and President of the
Irish Association of Change Ringers); Roy McCormack, Tom Marsden, Kenneth Brislane, Bryan Brislane, Cyril
Foster, Alan Hegarty, Avril Hegarty, Stephen Holmes, Mary Kennedy (Hon Secretary and Treasurer), Clodagh
Lynch, Sarah Gough, Fiona Hely-Hutchinson and Sarah Holmes.

Bryan Brislane
St Mary’s Cathedral
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ST MACARTIN’S
CATHEDRAL,
ENNISKILLEN:
10 Bells
THE BELLS

T

he eight bells hanging in the tower of this Cathedral Church have a history all of their own. The first
two, known in their day as “William and Mary” were manufactured from cannon taken at the Battle of the
Boyne, and afterwards given by King William The Third to the Enniskilleners for this purpose. These two were,
at a later date, cast into one.
The Earl of Enniskillen of that period gave a bell, and the then Earl of Belmore also gave one. Likewise, the Hon
and Rev John Charles Maude, who faithfully served the historic Parish for thirty-five years, presented another.
The Misses Hall of Innismore showed their great interest in the Church by presenting no less than three bells,
and the eighth was procured from general funds.
All these bells hung from oak beams in the tower: but in 1934 these beams were pronounced by experts to be
absolutely unsafe. Accordingly, the Select Vestry, under professional advice, determined to put in a cast iron
frame and all the necessary fittings, and at the same time provide for two additional bells, if ever they should be
forthcoming, to make the chime ten-complete. But where were these two new bells to come from? Well, Mrs A
F Maude, Belgard Castle, Co Dublin, most kindly gave one in memory of her husband, the late Captain A F
Maude, recently deceased; and John S Dane, Esq., of Kildare Terrace, London, gave the other in memory of the
Late James Whiteside Dane who took a very prominent part in the transformation of the Parish Church into its
present form as a Cathedral Church.
The completion of the Chime took place in October 1935.
THE CLOCK
The Misses Hall, already mentioned, nearly 100 years ago gave the clock—beautiful in its day—which adorned
thetower and proved a great help to many. Having served its purpose for all those years, the clock was found in
1934 to be beyond repair—the works completely worn out. It is now replaced by a magnificent and costly automatic electrically-wound Chiming Clock (Chard or Guildford Chime) at this time unique in Ireland, given by Mr
Alfred Weaver in loving memory of the departed members of his family.
These gifts for God’s house, and the help of His people, will remind those who come after of the attachment and
love of those who have gone before.
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THE RINGERS
All down the years quite a number of families in the Parish were connected with bell ringing. There were the
Nelsons, Davis, Ward, McKeown, Carson, Woods, Irvine, Paine and many more long forgotten. But in all these
ringers there were never any lady ringers - this only happened in later years. The first one was Barbara Scott and
then Carol Watson. Barbara has since married and is living in Austria, so we only have Carol left.
We don’t have a full team at the moment, it is difficult to get people interested, not like past years when the bells
were rung twice on Sundays, ten rung each time. In fact when I joined (my name is Stewart Scott) nearly 50
years ago, there were so many ringers we had to have two practices each week.
In 1947 we won the Attendance Shield for the first time and again in 1969. The sixties were a good time for us;
we had some very keen ringers like Michael Winslow, Raymond Clements, Nelson Scott, the late Johnnie Johnston andBilly Murtagh, who was killed in the ‘troubles’ in Belfast (he was an Inspector in the RUC).
In the sixties we won the Cunningham Cup in 1960, 1968, 1969. We wish those days would come back!
In 1986 four of our members, Stewart Scott, Sammy Foster, Barbara Scott and Geoffrey Scott, rang two Quarter
Peals of Plain Bob Doubles. In July 1998 Rev Mark Jones and his wife rang a Quarter Peal of Plain Bob Triples
in a team conducted by Don McLean. There have been many peals rung on our bells but these are the only ones
in which some of our members rang.
Our present team is - Sammy Foster, Noble Sheridan, both of whom have been ringing for over 30 years, Carol
Long (nee Watson) and her brother Johnathon over 10 years each and Stewart Scott nigh on 50 years.
We have a Plaque in the belfry which we are proud of. It was presented to us by three members of the Royal Marine Regiment, who rang with us during their tour of duty in Enniskillen.
Stewart Scott
Tower Captain
St Macartin’s Cathedral
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ST CANICE’S
CATHEDRAL,
KILKENNY: 8 Bells

T

he first mention of the bells of St Canice’s is in the year 1332 when a Friar Glyn recorded the collapse
of the bell tower, resulting in a pile of rubble which the good Friar described as being ‘pitiful to behold’. The
bell tower was rebuilt and judging by the five holes in the groining of the transept, the bells were again rehung in
the belfry.
That is the first recorded incident we have of the chequered history of the bells of St Canice’s Cathedral, which
so many of the people of Kilkenny take for granted simply because they are used to hearing them peal before
Services and on public occasions.
The development of the bells to their present day state began in 1630 when it was recorded in the Book of Kilkenny that a new parish bell and a Sanctus bell were provided at a cost of £6.4s.0d and were cast by a Welsh bell
founder who was brought to Kilkenny especially for the job. Disaster again struck the bells in 1650 when Cromwell had all of the bells destroyed, there being five bells in the belfry at that stage.
The replacement of the bells did not start until 1663 when Bishop Williams had a new bell cast from the two
broken bells of St Mary’s for which, it is recorded, he paid .15d a pound for the broken bells.
In 1674 Bishop Parry had two more bells cast and later that year he sent a letter to the Mayor and Aldermen of
the City giving an estimate of £225.13.4 as the cost of providing for additional bells. These bells were cast and
hung the following year and the six bells remained in use until 1724 when two of them had to be recast because
of cracks which were beginning to appear.
Again by 1853 the bells had fallen into disrepair and had to be recast. This work was carried out by a bell founder from Dublin, Thomas Hodges, and since he could not recast just one bell in tune at a time, he broke up all of
the bells and recast them in tune. When this work was finished the bells were pronounced as being among the
finest and most musical in Ireland. The first peal on the new set of bells was rung on April 5th by the ringers of
Christ Church Cathedral.
The present treble and number 2 bells were added to the belfry in 1892 and the work was again carried out by a
bell founder from Dublin, a Michael Byrne, who, although he made a fine job of the treble, did not cast the No 2
as well as he wanted. In 1908 a Mr Lindoff made a report on the condition of the bells, but no work was done
until 1925 when the bells were rehung on modern cast iron headstocks and all of the pulleys and bearings were
fitted with ball bearings. This work cost £328 and was carried out by a London firm.
The bells of St Canice’s have been rung by change ringers from all over Ireland as well as abroad and on August
30 1949 a Peal of 5024 changes was rung by a team from Leicester and in 1958 a peal of 5056 changes was rung
by another English team and took the ringers 3 hours and 10 minutes to complete the peal.
There are eight bells in St Canice’s belfry and the ringing room is unusually spacious with a polished wooden
floor. Photographs on the wall show change ringers down through the years, giving a continuing sense of tradition and history to the ancient art of bell ringing.
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The bells of St Canice’s are a pleasure to ring and attract a wide range of ringers from eleven years upwards.
There is a ring by a dedicated band of ringers before Service each Sunday morning, carrying on the tradition of calling
parishioners to worship.
At the moment there is a strong interest in bell ringing in Kilkenny. Each year the Cherry Cup Competition for the
Southern District is held in different towers of the region. In 1996 Kilkenny had the honour of hosting the competition.
Under team captain, Mr David Ryan (the Ryan family have had up to seven ringers at one time), Kilkenny
proved very successful and were chosen to take part in the All-Ireland Murphy Cup Competition held in Christ Church
Cathedral, Dublin, ringing against teams from all over Ireland, which was very instructive and enjoyed immensely by
all.
Also in 1996 Kilkenny won the Talbot Trophy presented to the most improved team over the previous year.
In 1993 Kilkenny also held the Attendance Shield for the best attendance in Ireland over 12 months. All in all very
successful times for St Canice’s Change Ringers.
In 1994 we honoured, with a ring and a presentation, two long standing members of the band. Mr George Sherwood
and Mr Jim Skuce have each given over forty years dedicated ringing—an outstanding achievement.
Kilkenny is well represented in the Irish Association of Change Ringers. Rev Denis Sandes is currently Chairman of the
Southern District and Mr Ian McCullagh is an Executive Council member and has also had the honour of judging All
Ireland finals on a number of occasions.
A highlight of each year is the traditional ringing out of the Old Year with a half-muffled peal which gives a beautiful
sad sound. Then at midnight the ‘muffles’ are removed and the New Year is welcomed in with joyful ringing. This is
followed by supper for the ringers, family and friends who join in the celebrations.
Many families in Kilkenny have a proud tradition of ringing. For example There have been three generations of the Reid family ringing, ie Mr Fred Reid started in the 1920s. His son, Harry,
started in 1955 to the present day, and his son, David started in 1997.
The Ryan family have had up to seven ringers at any one time.
Mr Martin Bourke, a dedicated ringer who was a parishioner of St John’s Church, walked to St Canice’s each Sunday
to ring for Sunday Service.
Looking through the Minutes of an AGM held in 1908 it stated that the Change Ringers were looking for new members - some things never change!!
Elmer Dool
Tower Secretary
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ST COLUMB’S
CATHEDRAL,
LONDONDERRY:
10 Bells

I

n 1613 King James I formed a new County in Ulster—Londonderry—which he gave to the Honourable the
Irish Society of London, then incorporated by Royal Charter, for the promotion of religion, order and industry therein.
The Society immediately planned for the building of a Church in Derry, and in that same year sent over a Chalice and
Paten of silver gilt, inscribed with the Arms of London and the words “Ecclesiae Dei in Civitate Derriensi” (to the
Church of God in the City of Derry). From them also came the two oldest bells. The date and origin of these had been
lost sight of for many years, owing to the omission of the old inscriptions at their recasting in 1812. Recently, however, in a volume of the Parish Registers compiled between 1732 and 1776 the original inscriptions on all the bells were
discovered, written on a spare leaf at the end. These showed that the oldest of the two had been “recast for Londonderry steeple” in 1614 and the other provided in 1630. As the building of the Cathedral was not completed till 1633,
these formed part of its original equipment.
In 1638 King Charles I gave five larger bells. This was probably at the suggestion of Archbishop Laud, to
whom the Earl of Strafford wrote on August 7, 1638, “I have received the warrant for the bells of London
Derry, they are already sent down, and by this time I believe merrily ringing forth as well his Majesty’s piety as bounty.”
The next addition, completing a peal of eight, was in 1671. An inscription placed on the bell then given, at its recasting in 1812 stated that it was “cast at the expense of the citizens of Londonderry in 1671.” We may assume that
this was the case, though the old inscription does not say so. It simply records the fact that the use of the bells which
had been suppressed under the Commonwealth, was resumed on the restoration of Charles II.
During the siege, the tower of the Cathedral was used both as a gun platform and also as the great signallingstation
of the City, from which messages were sent both by beacons and by flags. The bells were pealed on occasions of victory or of good tidings. Thus on May 30 1689, upon the receipt of the first news of a relieving force, Captain Ash records in his diary “for this our great guns were twice fired and our bells rung most cheerfully;” and in the account of
the relief, Aickin, who was present writes (in “Londerias”)
“The town’s o’erjoyed, the thundring cannons roar,
The bells do ring, and bonefires the town all o’er”.
In 1693 Bishop King on his first visitation, reports that the Cathedral hath “an Organ and square steeple and a good
ring of six bells”. From which it would seem that two of the bells were not used, possibly the smallest pair. In 1754
the Vestry directed £10 to be spent on repairing “the frames and wheels of the bells which are greatly out of repair.”
In 1785 the Vestry ordered that the sum of £2 be applotted and levied and paid the Sexton ring the “six and nine
o'clock bells.”
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In 1812 the Corporation which, from an early date, had often contributed towards repairs to the mountings, bore a
large portion of the expense of recasting seven bells and rehanging the peal. Their Minutes record in that year a payment of £402 ordered to John Rudhall of Gloucester, for recasting, the Corporation to undertake the charges of
bringing them to Derry and of erecting them in the Cathedral. In the “Derry Journal” of August 3, 1813, it is mentioned that the bells were first rung after this recasting, on the preceding Sunday (August 1) by a team of 8 ringers
from the Lincolnshire Militia.
Peals in Ireland were even fewer than today and the citizens were proud of their bells and liked to hear them enlivening all festive occasions. Orders are extant, signed by the Mayor, for payments (usually of £1.2s.0d for the day) for
ringing on various days in 1825-26.
Mears and Stainbank of London carried out a rehanging job on the bells in 1895 but a major restoration was necessary in 1929, when Gillett & Johnston of the Croydon Bell Foundry recast all of the old bells and added five more to
give a ring of ten bells providing various combinations of “eight”, “six” and lesser numbers. They include a light eight
having a 23 cwt tenor, as well as a heavy eight with a 32 cwt tenor. The entire ring of bells was equipped with steel
fittings, and they hang in a steel frame.
In the 1950s we had a flourishing band of ringers and in recent years, due to ringers getting married, moving out of
the area, going to colleges in England and elsewhere, like other towers, we have gone through a “thin” patch as far
as ringers are concerned. However, we have pulled ourselves out of this patch and with the encouragement of our
new Dean and his wife who have learnt to ring with us, we are now on an upward spiral and hope that this may continue.
Sunday Service Ringing at the Cathedral is 10.30-11.00 and 15.30-16.00.

We thought this picture was so unusual that it should be reproduced here. It shows the Londonderry Cathedral Bell
Ringing Club 1866.
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MOUNT SAINT
ALPHONSUS,
LIMERICK: 10 Bells

T

he Church and Monastery were built in 1852 and was the first house of the Redemptorist Order in Ire-

land.

The idea of adding a tower and a set of bells originated with Mr John Quin, a Tea Merchant, of Ellen Street,
Limerick, who was already a benefactor, having donated the High Altar to the Church. However, for various
reasons the Rector was not too keen on the idea and declined the offer. When this became known to the citizens
of Limerick pressure was brought to bear and led by Lord Emly and the Bishop of Limerick an approach was
made to the Father General in Rome who finally gave the ‘go ahead’ for the project.
Messrs Goldie and Childe of London were chosen as Architects and the Contractors were John Ryan of Waterford. After contracts were signed work began in the Spring of 1876. The foundations were dug to solid rock at
around 15 ft and all the stone used was quarried nearby at Boherbuoy. The foundation stone was laid by John
Quin on June 19, 1876 and the Cross blessed and hoisted into position on September 12, 1878. “The Freemans
Journal” of March 25 gives the cost as £8,000.
The contract for 9 bells went to John Murphy, Bell Founder, Thomas Street, Dublin, at a total cost of £1,195.
The signed contract is a mine of legal jargon but most interesting to read in full. The bells were positioned upon
large wooden beams in the belfry allowing space to walk about the bells for maintenance, etc. The Architects
originally wanted the bells fixed for chiming but thanks to the persistence of Mr John Murphy that they should
able to be rung by individual ringers, a set of 8 bells in the key of D for pealing and one stationary “C” for chiming, arrived in Limerick on Thursday, March 13, 1878. The receipt for the transportation cost shows £12 Dublin
to Limerick.
Sadly John Murphy did not live to hear his peal of bells ring out over Limerick as he died just 6 weeks before
they were installed.
A letter to the Editor of “The Freemans Journal” of March 25, 1878, by a Mr Morris is critical of the Murphys
and I quote, “with regard to the good and competent judge of Church Bell Music (words used in the contract) I
fear neither Murphy Senior nor Junior is up to thirds or fifths Major or Minor, or if they have any idea of them is
only of very minor matters. Perhaps it would be well to get them (the bells) tested in Dublin by an expert in bells
and not a mere musician, but my own experience of experts is that they are dogmatic prigs” unquote. My, but
how wrong your were Mr Morris about the Murphys.
The Society of Bell Ringers of Mount St Alphonsus was formed in 1879. A gentleman named Mr Lovejoy, a
professional, was specially engaged to train in the first band of ringers. Nothing further is known of Mr Lovejoy
or how long he stayed, but he did appear to have a son as he is recorded as the eight ringer.
That Christmas of 1879, the bells were rung at midnight but thereafter only at midnight on New Year’s Eve. A
photograph in the Ringing Chamber dated 1886 shows the earliest group of ringers entitled “The Faithful Nine”.
it hangs in pride of place. The ringers were Patrick Lyons, John Borthwick, John Creagh, John Long, Michael
Blake, John Aherne, Michael Mayne (Conductor), Michael Doyle and Daniel McNeice.
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A Handbell Class was formed in those early years and gave many exhibitions at concerts and musical events
both in the City and nearby counties. It is recorded that they wore white shirts, green tie and grey trousers. They
entertained inmates of the workhouse especially at Christmas time also Orphanages in the region. In 1902 they
were presented with a magnificent set of handbells by the Redemptorist Fathers made by Warners of London and
takes centre place in the ringing chamber. A framed programme for a “Grand Variety Concert” on Sunday February 21 1909 hangs in the tower and shows, amongst the other artistes, the Mount St Alphonsus Handbell Ringers.
Another first for the ringers was the invitation to ring the bells at St Mary’s Cathedral on December 23 1906.
These bells had lain silent for over 30 years; they also rang these bells at midnight on December 24 and at 4.30
am turned up at Mt St Alphonsus to ring for 5.00 am High Mass which in those years was the first Mass of
Christmas morning.
As a young boy Pat Hanley remembers sleeping fitfully across three chairs in the kitchen so as not to miss the
ring at 4.30 am. Thankfully that was the last year we rang at 4.30 am. We moved to 11 pm Christmas Eve the
following year. From 1916 until the end of World War I the bells remained silent on New Year’s Eve at the request of the Rector,who wrote “It is such a sad world now that rejoicings seems out of place.”
The ringers down the years have taken pride in decorating the tower with flags and bunting for special occasions.
For years four sets of poles were rung out from the upper louvres but nowadays we confine it to just one pole run
out to the front of the tower. The Silver Jubilee of the Confraternity in 1893 was an example of how much effort
the ringers put into flying flags on the tower. It is recorded that on this occasion a large number of flags were
borrowed from a local Boat Club and by means of flying a kite over the Cross atop the spire, halliards for these
flags were placed in position.
Sunday excursions to local beauty spots by the ringers are also recorded. Transport was by Longcar complete
with handbells, musical instruments and most importantly of all, to the rear of the Longcar the famous “large
barrel of ale”. No ladies included, only a barrel of ale, just imagine that!!
Down through the years the bells were rung for every occasion. On week nights the bells were chimed for meetings of the Confraternity then pealed Saturday night and twice on Sundays. Excellent records of ringers’ attendance have been maintained by Tower Secretaries and there is also a record of the name of every member of the
Society from the beginning in many cases giving the number of the bell he rang. Family names, too, stand out fathers and sons or brothers. Names such as McNiece, Guina, Hickey, Mulqueen, O’Hallornan, Creagh, Smith,
Benson, Hanley, Crowe, O’Brien, Butler and so on who gave so much of their time in carrying on the tradition.
The Murphy bells rang through good and bad times in the formative years of this State. Muffled peals for Redemptorist Priests being laid to rest, City dignitaries killed during troubled times. No bells on many nights due to
4.00 pm curfew during Civil War period and so on.
As ringers grew older so did the bells and by 1945 it was apparent that the bells could not go on ringing much
longer. A visit by an expert from Loughborough confirmed the worst fears and the bells finally fell silent on
April 18, 1946 after 67 years of faithful service.
There are many stories concerning incidents connected with the tower and ringers over the years; one concerns a
very wet and windy St Patrick’s Day when the ringers decided the flags flying from the tower had to be got
down because of the weather. Trying to let fall the flags, the pulley jammed and try as they might it would not
budge. Darkness was falling quickly and with no electric light in that part of the tower the ringers decided to
release the support on the pole itself and pull the whole lot in. That was a big error, as with the wind and the wet
flags, the pole took a decidedly downward slant towards the left of the tower, pointing directly at the roof of the
house just by the tower. The ringers battled for nearly an hour before getting the pole and its line of flags safely
in. Little did our neighbours realise as they sat by their fire that night, probably listening to the radio, that “The
Sword of Damocles” hung above their home that evening!! On another occasion the flags were again being run
out when an “expert” decided he would help speed the rope to the ground far below by tying on a short but
heavy piece of metal, but instead of letting it slide gently down, he simply threw it out of the window. Readers
can imagine the look of horror on the face of the owner of a bicycle parked under the tower upon returning from
the Church to find his machine, much much shorter in length with both front and back wheels almost touching
each other. Yes, dear reader, he now had the latest style on the market, the new “V”-shaped bicycle. I don’t think
he ever found out what happened. One final story concerns “Ghosts” in the tower. From time to time noises are
heard above stairs and usually the ringers will call out a name or say to each other, “Oh that’s so and so again,
(former ringer now dead) not too happy with our ring”! Anyway in 1946 we had a ringer named Gus Smith who
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taught many to ring, he especiallyloved playing the chimes which he did nearly every weeknight. Gus was teaching two young men and decided to play a trick upon them. The chiming machine of the time was worked by
pressing down on handles which projected from the machine (something like handles on beer pumps), these
were very light to the touch and really could be played by one hand. Underneath was a cupboard through which
the handles went and Gus decided to connect cords with timber toggles attached to these bars and stood by to
await the arrival of the trainees, whereupon he fitted himself into the cupboard and closed the doors. In those
years one could bypass the door into the ringing chamber, continue up the stairs and arrive at a point where you
could look over directly into the ringing chamber. This is exactly what the two boys did, to find the room empty
but the chimes happily playing some hymn or other. The time which it took the two boys to return to ground level is not recorded but according to one of them it was “Fast, Very Fast.”
In June 1947 the bells were removed from the tower to Taylors in Loughborough, where they were recast and
augmented to return as today's set of ten bells.
It was November when the bells arrived back in Limerick. One headstock (No 9) was broken and also some other casings. Replacements were ordered, while the Ceremony of Consecration took place on Sunday, 30 November 1947. All the bells were hung on heavy beams across the High Altar and were duly blessed, anointed and
washed with Holy Water by the Bishop of Limerick, Rev Dr O’Neill. A huge crowd attended the ceremony, including relatives of John Quin. By the 8 December all bells were in position except for the No 9 headstock, then
on December 16 Taylor's sent notice that the headstock was aboard a Limerick Steamship vessel en route from
Liverpool to Limerick. The vessel duly arrived on the 18th only to find no headstock on board. Still at Liverpool.
Duly dispatched to North Wall, Dublin - more red tape. No Import Licence. Luckily Fr Paddy O’Donnell was
studying in Dublin and at great inconvenience to himself succeeded in extracting said Licence from the Government Department concerned and the headstock arrived in Limerick on December 20 and by 8.30 pm that evening, Mr Harold (Taylor’s representative on site), had the bells ready to ring out, which they duly did. What a
beautiful moment for all present. Of the group present that night only Paddy Benson and Paddy Hanley continue
to ring these bells. Nearly all of the others, if not most, have gone to their eternal home.
On that first Christmas morning the bells rang at 4.30 am and again at 11.30 am and once more at 6.30 pm. On
each occasion crowds gathered outside the Church to listen to the bells. By invitation St Mary’s Cathedral ringers had their first opportunity to try out the bells on January 19. Amongst that group were Roy McCormack, his
sister, Dorothy, Harry Ellis, George Bingham, Cyril Galbraith, Bryan Brislane, Kenneth Brislane, Jack Cox,
Tom Marsden and Mr Brislane, Snr.
Rejoining the IACR in 1951, Mt St Alphonsus Society of Bell Ringers have gone on to win very many striking
competitions over the years. The very first in 1952. Like their predecessors, the bells have sounded forth for
many happy events, both local and international.
Our first lady ringers joined in 1949. Miss Peggy Benson, later to become the wife of our late and sadly missed
colleague, Liam Hickey, and Miss Frances McCloskey who became Mrs Frances Hanley, wife of our long time
Hon Secretary, Paddy Hanley. Many other young ladies joined in the 60s and were very active, especially with
the handbell class and once we had five ladies and one man on a competition team. Sadly all have gone their way
except one, now Mrs Jacinta Fenn, who returned to ring with us three years ago and is now officially declared to
be “Our Entertainment Officer”!
Many of our ringers have been awarded Medals from different Popes for their services to ringing at Mt St Alphonsus.
The late Dave Benson received two awards, while in 1977 six of the ringers were presented with the Papal “Bene
Merinti” medal and in June of 1996 two other ringers were presented with the same award.
Sixteen peals have been rung since 1949. They very first was on Friday September 2nd, 1949, when a peal of
Yorkshire Surprise Royal, 5040 changes, was rung in 3 hours 23 minutes conducted by Harold J Poole. It was
the first peal of Yorkshire Surprise Royal rung in Ireland and also the first on the bells.
Sadly in recent years a total ban on peal ringing has been placed by the Rector. This is due, in the main, to the
large number of houses built in the immediate vicinity of the Church, also schools, including our own school of
St Clement’s, and the need for our ringers to stay on friendly terms with our neighbours and thus be able to still
carry on the tradition started by our forebearers 121 years ago.
Pat Hanley
Tower Secretary
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ST COMGALL’S,
BANGOR: 8 Bells

W

e have tried to write down here the answers to the questions we would like to have been able to ask
our predecessors of almost 100 years ago. We realize, of course, that our own bells are not quite a hundred
years old and we will be celebrating our own centenary in October 1999.
Fortunately our old Visitors' and Attendance Books are still in existence and it is possible to trace the vicissitudes of our band of ringers. In common with other towers in the past we have had times when we have had a
large number of ringers and times when there have been so few that we have had to ring a single bell or chime
the Ellacombe for Sunday Services. At present we are halfway in between these two extremes with an enrolment
of 10 members.
However, for a variety of reasons, not all of these people can be present on a Sunday morning. Often we are
only able to get a full ring of eight because Don McLean, the District and Association Ringing Master, and Denise Bailie, the Secretary of Drumbo, come and ring with us at 10.00 am, before going on to ring for their own
Service at 11.00 am. At present we can only muster a team of ringers for Sunday morning Services and sometimes in the evening for special festivals such as Harvest or Christmas. Our aim is to recruit enough ringers to
enable us to ring for Morning and Evening Services every Sunday.
Here is a list of our ringers with some details about each of them - we have started with our newest recruit:
KERRY LYNAS:
Our latest recruit, was born on 14.4.1983, is a pupil in Year 10 at Bangor High School and has not yet rung on a
Sunday.
SARAH READING:
Was born on 16.3.1984, is a pupil in Year 10 at Glenlola Collegiate School and first rang in peal, the Treble, on
1.1.1995.
JULIE NIBLOCK:
Tower Treasurer and Assistant Conductor and youngest female Ringing Master of the Northern District, was
born on 14.7.1979. She is an Upper Sixth student at Glenlola Collegiate School, hoping to go to St Andrew’s
University in Scotland, to study Computer Science and first rang in peal, the Treble, on the 17.5.1992.
MARK NIBLOCK:
A previous Assistant Conductor, was born on 9.2.1978. He is in his second year as a Theology Student at Cambridge University and first rang in peal, the Two, on 13.10.1991.
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SIMON McBRIDE, MB, BCh, BAO:
Tower Secretary, was born on 8.12.1969. He is a Doctor in the Altnagelvin Hospital in Londonderry and first
rang in peal, the Treble, on 9.9.1979.
WILLIAM (BILL) McBRIDE, PhD, MSc, BSc Hons (QUB):
Assistant Conductor was born on 6.2.1967. He is a Medical Physicist and first rang in peal, the Two, on
25.6.1978.
DEREK McQUITTY:
Was born on 22.1.1947. He is a Pharmaceutical representative with Glaxo Wellcome and first rang in peal, the
Five, on 25.5.1991.
ELMA QUINN (WATSON), BSc:
Was born on 6.4.1945. She is a teacher of Maths and Science at Glenlola Collegiate School and first rang in peal,
the Four, on 6.9.1959.
ELIZABETH (LIZ) McBURNEY (BORELAND), Dip Ed, NDSF:
Was born on 7.2.1945. She is a professional florist and owns Elizabeth’s Florist, 13A Hamilton Road, which is
almost opposite our Church. She first rang in peal, the Two, on 31.8.1958.
DORCAS BORELAND (LAIRD), CERT. ED (STRAN), BA (OU), BED, BA HONS (QUB), MA (UU):
Tower Captain, was born on 13.3.1938. She is an Archaeologist and a retired Head of English (Gransha High
School) and first rang in peal, the Treble, on 3.2.1952.
Liz, Bill, Elma and Dorcas have returned to ring in the Tower after a gap of some years - some gaps being longer
than others! Mark and Julie Niblock are brother and sister while Dorcas and Liz are sisters. Simon and Bill are
brothers and are the sons and grandsons of the Jim and Tom McBride who are remembered in the Memorial
Plaque in the Church. This Plaque was placed there in 1997 by the present bellringers and the McBride family.
The Jim McBride Trophy for the best improved young learner in the Northern District, was given to the District
by his wife, Jean, in memory of Jim who taught and encouraged many young ringers. With the exception of our
newest recruit, Kerry, all the ringers in our Tower were taught to ring by either Tom or Jim.
Currently we are working hard to improve our method ringing under the tuition of the Association and District
Ringing Master, Don McLean, who, along with the General Secretary of the IACR Jean Jeffery, comes to our
practices on a Friday night to help and encourage us. Some of our members have rung Quarter Peals. Before the
Morning Service on Sunday the 11 of January, 1998, to celebrate the Silver Wedding of Anne and Barrie
Niblock, the parents of Mark and Julie, we rang a Quarter Peal of Bob Doubles on our own bells. This was a
‘first’ for us in Bangor but we don’t intend it to be our last!
Dorcas Boreland
Tower Captain
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ST AUDOEN,
CORNMARKET,
DUBLIN: 6 Bells

S

t Audoen’s Church is situated in Cornmarket, just inside the old City walls; in fact the building almost
sits on the walls. It is one of the oldest buildings in Ireland and is the only medieval Parish Church remaining in
Dublin, having been erected in the period 1190-1250 AD. The tower is located at the west end of the unroofed
part of the former south aisle. It is of square proportions and has seen many restorations over the centuries.
In 1423 three bells were provided and it is gratifying to note that they are in a sound condition. They are, in fact,
over 570 years old and they retain their canons and inscriptions as originally cast.
There is no indication as to who the bell-founder was, nor from whence they came to St Audoen;s, and one can
only surmise in the matter of the likely maker.
Saunders NewsLetter, June 1842: “Those celebrated individuals, the seven Lancashire Bellringers, performed at
the Theatre Royal and the Zoological Gardens”. On the first Sunday in June they rang the bells of St Audoen’s
Church at 11 o’clock, as has been the custom on such Sundays.
Ringing ceased in 1898 for reasons not recorded; the death of Mr William White in 1907 brings the comment
that he had learned to ring in the “junior society” attached to St Audoen’s, in 1842, later to join the Cathedral
band.
In 1983 by the munificence of the late Mr Alex Donovan, the ring of bells and the steeple were put in good
order.
The bellfounder held that three of the bells were suspect and new cast them, the three ancient bells, 1423 AD,
being hung on canon-retaining stocks.
The restored installation was rung for the first time this century on Saturday, August 16 1983, by a select band of
ringers, when they were pronounced as a “grand” ring of six bells.
On the following day a quarter-peal of Plain Bob Minor was scored by a selected band.
The dedication of these bells by His Grace the Lord Archbishop of Dublin, Most Rev Henry McAdoo, DD, took
place on Saturday, November 12, 1983.
Since then the bells have been rung each Sunday, initially by each of the “liberties” Societies in turn and eventually by a band of ringers from the three towers.
Charles Reede
Tower Captain
St Audoen’s
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ST JOHN’S,
NEWCASTLE: 6 Bells

T

he idea of installing a peal of six bells in St John’s, Newcastle, first came about early in 1979. St John’s
was due to celebrate its 150th anniversary in 1982 and the Rector, Canon Noel Warren, and Vestry, considered
this as a suitable way of marking the occasion. A letter was sent to all parishioners with a tear-off reply slip so
that everyone could express their opinion and, indeed, could offer to help financially or by becoming a bellringer. March, 1979, saw the outcome of the letter - majority in favour with ten volunteer bellringers and £4,000
offered financially. A Contract was drawn up with John Taylor & Co, Loughborough, for a sum of £8,175.
By December 1979 the bells were installed - the lightest peal in Ireland, with a tenor of 3¾ cwts. They were rung
for the first time at the PACE Carol Service by a team from Drumbo. The ringing was recorded and broadcast by
BBC Radio and also made headlines in many newspapers. A team of ten bellringers from St John’s had been
travelling to Drumbo for tuition and thanks to the skill and interest of their instructors, they were able to ring at
Christmas Services. The bells were dedicated on Saturday 15 March 1980 at a special service, by Right Rev G A
Quin, MA, Bishop of Down and Dromore. St John’s bellringers were very proud to ring unaided for this Service.
We were a very keen band of ringers, due in no small part to the enthusiasm of Noel and Nini Warren. Our first
major achievement was to win the Attendance Shield in 1981 with attendance record of 99.05%.
November 1982 saw the celebration of 150 years of worship at St John’s. The bellringers were able to ring a
Quarter Peal of Plain Bob Doubles thanks to the ongoing assistance from a very dedicated band from Drumbo.
In 1983 we purchased a set of handbells which the bellringers have enjoyed ringing. Sad to say they are suffering
a bit of neglect at the moment but perhaps we will find a few folk keen to dust them down and make some music.
Ringing for our second only competition at Enniskillen at Easter 1983, the ringers were very pleased to win the
Young Cup for the most improved team. We also retained the Attendance Shield with an enviable record of
99.6%.
Paul Warren did us proud by ringing his first peal (the first by a Newcastle ringer) at Ballymena in October
1983. The first peal on St John’s bells was rung on 29 December 1987 to celebrate the marriage of Mary Warren
and Bob Walker.
Of course it was difficult to keep up this momentum and with several families moving from Newcastle, numbers
did drop. The early 90s saw bleak times when bellringers were thin on the ground and it was difficult to get out
of this situation. At present we have a keen band of ten. We are able only to ring Call Changes at the moment but
hope to get one or two of the band trained in the art of change-ringing in the near future. We are very aware of
the need to be always recruiting and trying to keep bellringing alive.
Karen Law - Tower Secretary
St John’sNewcastle
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CHRIST CHURCH,
BRAY: 8 Bells

C

hrist Church was first suggested in 1850; it took quite a time to get it under way. The building started at
the end of 1860, unfortunately there were no records kept.
On St James’ Day, 25 July 1863, the Church was consecrated by the Bishop of Killaloe, Dr Fitzgerald.
In 1864 plans were submitted by the Architect, a Mr Slater, for the building of the Tower and Spire. The work
began in 1865 and after much delay from storms, it was completed in 1870.
At that time William Gladstone was then Prime Minister of Great Britain. Mr Gladstone was a regular visitor to
the Earl of Meath at Kilruddery Estate. Mr Gladstone and the Meath family regularly went to Church here.
Mr Gladstone is reputed to have said that no fine a steeple should stand silent. He gave the first subscription towards a peal of bells and in the winter of 1880-81 the splendid peal of eight bells was hung in the tower, at a cost
of £400.00. The bells were cast in 1880 by Taylor & Co, Loughborough, England.
To the best of my knowledge there were no records kept between 1880 and 1911. I am going by a few old photographs that hang around the belfry. By those photographs it appears the first bellringer was a William Smith,
1881-1936. He was Steeple Keeper 1885-1936. He died 8 June 1936 aged 77 years. The first ringers were a
George Mathews, Henry Rickery, William Parker, I B Tough. From another photo it appears the first peal of
Plain Bob Triples was rung in December 1st 1990, it was conducted by Gabriel Lindoff. During that time the
ringers came from all walks of life.
The three Smith Brothers were Blacksmiths, Dick Towson was a Wheelwright and Cart Maker, also there were
Plumbers, Carpenters and Gardeners at the Meath Estate.
In 1901 another Peal was rung, also conducted by Gabriel Lindoff. He seemed to be a big asset to Christ Church
bells. Records have been kept from 1911 up to the present day. On Coronation Day, June 22, 1911, the bells
were rung - two touches of Bob Minor and first two Royal Salutes.
On the King’s visit to Ireland, 7 July 1911, the bells again were rung and finished with a Royal Salute. In those
early days the bells were rung Morning and Evening.
Sadly in 1997 it is very hard to get five or six ringers.
In the early 1900s, the Rector was The Venerable Archdeacon Scott; he was a regular ringer. He passed away on
Friday 12 January 1912.
By the records it seems that there were only eight ringers on September 23rd. Tom Smith left Bray for Canada
and another ringer, A Simpson, died on Sunday 21 July, 1913, so that reduced the team down to six. It appears
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it was 1921 before they had four new ringers and by 1924 the number had increased to 20 ringers and by 1931
the numbers had risen to 22 ringers.
During 1942 the numbers dropped; five ringers went on Active Service with the UK Forces. In 1943 one of the
ringers, Sergeant W McKenzie, was killed on Active Service on 23 July. April 16, 1944 saw the death of I B
Tought, a long and very loyal ringer for fifty years.
Our Rector, Rev E H F Campbell, MA, was elected President of the Association for 1944-45 at the AGM in
Dublin on Saint Patrick’s Day.
Towards the end of the 1940s the wooden framework had deteriorated and in February 1950 the bells were dismantled and taken to the foundry of J Taylor, Loughborough. They were retuned and a local builder, W O’Brien
& Sons, erected a new steel frame. They were brought back and rehung by Taylors on new bearings. A Service
of Dedication was held on October 22, 1950. The cost of the repairs and frame amounted to £1,600. The repairs
seemed to work wonders, we had a steady 14 to 15 ringers. In 1979 we had 22 ringers, but sadly since the late
1980s our numbers have fallen badly.
At the present I find it hard to muster five or six ringers and sadly there are about a dozen ringers around Bray,
they just seem not to bother and don’t even attend Church.
We do ring on special occasions for Weddings and Special Services, with the help of ringers from Dublin
It’s very disappointing for me, I am ringing since 1942, for over 55 years and I have trained dozens of ringers all
to no avail.
Every year we get bands of ringers from the UK who enjoy our bells.
Tommy Mason
Tower Secretary
Christ Church Bray
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ST GEORGE’S CHURCH,
DUBLIN: 8 Bells

T

“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace, good will to men”
“Peace and Prosperity to Ireland”

he inscriptions on the 7th and 4th bells were never more appropriate than in this Centenary Year of the
Irish Association.
One of the first towers to join the Association, nine members were on the list; a lively lot who added comments
to the Attendance Book. Purdie, Ennis, Gregg, Ludgate, Corley Tropper IHS No 38567, McCullagh: “the above
peal rung at 10 of the clock on Sunday night to celebrate Peace without referring to the Conductor or the
Secretary”. “Deane travelling abroad”. “J W Vanston on the Riveria”.
Ringing was not neglected and they must have won the Attendance Shield were it in existence then and this continued throughout the decade. New ropes in 1905 and change-ringing in October 1906 with 120 Grandsire Doubles at Christmas followed by ringing down in peal, 336 Triples and in August 1908, 1260 conducted by visitor
G Lindoff indicates progress.
The background of these ringers comes more clear when they rang for the 21st year of the 14 Company Boys’
Brigade; three former Captains, a Lieutenant and a Corporal formed the band, perhaps the others were too old in
1891 to enlist.
The extant Attendance Books commence in 1902 when William McCullagh was Conductor and A E Ludgate
represented the belfry with the Association. No information is available free from this source concerning ringing
in the 19c; it must be assumed that several in the current band had some earlier experience.
In 1906 the Corrigans, Ruths and Hutchinsons came on the scene and were soon ringing peals; G A Ruth took a
bell in a peal of Cinques in 1913.
A Corrigan rang a variety of peals and introduced the notion of Place Notation to identify different methods.
It may be supposed that adulthood and marriage, movement away from the Parish brought change as the next
decade names change. Some have gone to war, Milligan, McMorrans, the Curate, W P Webb, now hold the
ropes. Attendances held up and the names of Cathedral ringers become frequent on Sunday evenings.
The third decade sees another irreversible movement Ida Harvey joined in 1920 and rang the fourth bell regularly for Services, Miss A MacAdam and Miss B Johnston came with her but did not ring on Sundays.
Silenced from March 1926 until September 1928 whilst the bells were rehung, there followed a prosperous
fourth decade; the Attendance Shield (twice each Sunday in those days), four times, the Murphy Cup, more ladies, Chillingworth, Cox, Dukes, Lanigan, Stones and on the distaff side Davidsons, Doolin, Dukes, McGregors
supported by J Hall and H Scott with J Hutchinson of first decade vintage. A change
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ringing band, after seasons of Call Changes, which scored the first “local” peal, Grandsire Doubles,1.11.39,
conducted by Fred. Belfry activities were reported in the Parish Magazine; the Monday night Cycle Club attracted many young people - up to fifty bicycles, in pairs, forming a long crocodile as they journeyed
to picnic spots. A project to install sound proofing in the bell loft drew a request to anyone with old linoleum.
Twenty years later it still covered louvres, it at least kept out the light.
Active membership was again a problem when a Divinity student appeared and with a Medical student steered
theSociety to a “Grand Slam” with the Shield, Lindoff and Murphy Cups in 1953. By the sixth year of the fifth
decade numbers had again fallen and to attract boys Victor Crawford obtained HQ agreement to include Ringing
in the BB Arts and Craft Award; this brought 14 lads, several later took over the Conductorship.
1957 saw the return of G G Lindoff who attached himself and G McGregor rejoined. Although the “Bell News”
notes called for a Hospital for sick belfries, two teams were gathered to challenge for the Lindoff Cup. A TCD
student was granted permission to teach a band of Divinity students, all reached a degree of competence; some
years later, himself ordained he was elected Master of the Ancient Society.
Change-ringing continued to occupy the bands which seemed to come and go with more frequency; Society
Quarter Peals were rung and some members rang Quarters elsewhere.
Girls from Bertrand School came to learn in the 1960s and nylon ropes, the first in Ireland, were hung.
V Scott went to Canada and Peter took over to be succeeded by Pam. She had her hands full with young people.
In addition to the ropes these young people entertained old folk at various functions. To obtain control she would
call “Stand”; all would obey.
One of the lasting legacies to bellringing was the St George’s Cup celebrating the 150th year of the bells. Held
annually near 23rd April it has attracted support from all Irish Steeples.
Along with the other City belfries the bells rang out as Pope John Paul II stepped on Irish soil.
During this 7th decade the Lindoff Cup came twice to St George’s and again in the penultimate decade of the
Society in 1981 and 1989. A special meeting was summoned with the intention of winding up the Society because of lack of numbers and no apparent prospect of new members. It could have been the prospect of shadows
of coming events which were in the background; there was no longer an Evening Service and the Cathedrals
could not assist at Morning Services. Strange to record, the outcome was to advertise for recruits and out of eight
respondents three continue to ring, Martha, Derek and Julian.
The bells were broadcast on several occasions, the first time was in 1954; interviews were also broadcast by Radio Eireann. In 1949 Miss M Norris spoke on “Out and About”, Fred was interviewed on another occasion and
in 1975 Pam also came on Air.
History repeated itself; as in the early years so in the second half of the century. Housing had now moved, again,
further out from the Parish and young people were obliged to locate in new parochial areas thus depriving the
belfry of potential recruits. And indeed the parish of members.
Referring back to 1876 and the Parishioner who joined St Patrick’s; the compliment was returned by the new
Cathedral Society in 1895 when their gratitude was expressed for the assistance rendered by ringers from St
George’s The award of a Gold Medal for 100% attendance in year, commencing in October when the winter session brought the ringers off their bikes and back to the belfry, bringing with them some unsuspecting newcomers
who had come for the cycle run.
The 40s brought the Shield four times and the Cup three times. Some of the band had now settled down, the
Rowe family filled the gaps whilst Ada (not Ida) supported by Irene, teaching Girl Brigaders, Crawfords, Norris,
Grandsire welcomed returning ringers.
After almost 20 years of Dukes leadership there followed a succession of male conductors with a Boys’ Brigade
background. And it was always to the Company that an appeal for belfry recruits was addressed.
In 1951 the 14th celebrated 60 years and a band of old boys “looked to” for the Festival Church Parade.
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SS PHILIP &
JAMES,
HOLYWOOD: 8 Bells

T

he peal of eight bells which hangs in St Philip & St James, Holywood, was cast in 1798 for a Dublin
theatre. Sometime later these bells were acquired by the architect and builder, Francis Johnston, who died in
1829. Shortly after the present Church was built in 1845 six of these bells were purchased for £180 and hung in
Holywood tower. Five of the six were melted down in 1891 and cast to make the present peal of eight. The sixth
bell was sent to Ballyclare, Co Antrim, and is still there today.
Holywood and its ringers have many connections with the Irish Association of Change Ringers. The first peal of
Double Norwich Major rung by the Association was at Holywood in 1904. This was the first peal on the Holywood bells. The first peal for the Northern Branch was rung at Carrickfergus by a band consisting of Gabriel
Lindoff (Secretary of the IACR from 1898 to 1941), his son, and six Holywood ringers, five of whom were ringing their first peal.
For many years Holywood ringers were amongst the most advanced method-ringers in Ireland and between 1947
and 1954 one or two peals were rung every year, including several firsts, eg Holywood Delight, and Pontefract
Delight Major. In 1950 Holywood tower won the first Cunningham Cup striking competition, in 1955 they won
the first Adamson Cup change-ringing competition and they managed to win this trophy another four times Between 1956 and 1961.
Amongst well known Holywood ringers were William Pratt, John T Dunwoody and Harry Brown. William Pratt
was the first Secretary of the Northern Branch of the IACR in 1927, was elected as President of the Association
in 1947 and was unanimously re-elected as President until his retirement in 1962. John T Dunwoody was Secretary of the Northern District from 1947 and Ringing Master of the Irish Association from 1960 until his death in
1985. He rang a record number of peals - 180 -, 103 as Conductor. Harry Brown was Ringing Master of the
Northern District from 1947 to 1963.
We still retain a copy of the Rules and Byelaws of Holywood Church Bellringers’ Society in the belfry; it is interesting to note that in 1891 it was found necessary to restrict the number of members to twenty-four! In 1998
we are managing to make up a band of five to six ringers.
From the early 1990s ringing was kept alive only through the persistent efforts of Jim Strahan who, with the assistance of support from other bands, maintained ringing for Service. He managed to secure and maintain a few
new recruits. Since 1995 the present band has developed under the leadership of Mrs Edith Barry as Conductor.
Edith is the current Vice-President and another of our ringers, Alva Brangam, was recently elected as an Auditor
for the Northern District. The newer recruits are competent at Call Changes and are presently being drilled on
method ringing. Like many towers it is difficult to make progress with the limited numbers available and it
would be impossible for us without help from other towers. We have made a number of attempts at both mass
recruiting and private seduction of ringers; neither process has been very successful but as we approach the Millennium we intend to enlist the assistance of the Clergy, former ringers and new recruits from the Parish with a
view to securing a stronger basis for ringing in the twenty-first century.
Alva Brangam
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SS AUGUSTINE & JOHN,
DUBLIN: 10 Bells

P

Oh what a preacher is the timeworn tower,
Reading great sermons with his iron tongue!

erhaps the most imposing sight in the ‘Liberties of Dublin’ is the 231’ high tower of ‘John’s Lane’, the
Augustinian Church in Thomas Street. To appreciate the Church in its proper perspective, one should view it
from as far away as Drimnagh in the south-west or the Airport Road in north Dublin.
John’s Lane was designed in the 14th century French-Gothic style by Edward Welby Pugin of Ramsgate and G
C Ashlin of Dublin. When Pugin’s admirer, John Rushkin, saw the plans he told Pugin that the building would
be a ‘Poem in stone’. The Church took 33 years to build (1862-1895), there being some stoppages in the work
owing to lack of funds. Enter the Church today - walk the 152’ long nave which is divided into five bays - admire the columns of red marble from Cork, the bases of which are in Sicilian marble and limestone - the magnificent stained glass windows which include two from the Harry Clarke Studios - the high altar - the expansive
ceiling and you will understand why John’s Lane came to be called ‘The Cathedral of the West End’. The
Church stands on the site of a Priory and hospital founded in 1188 by Ailred le Palmer, a returned Crusader of
Hiberno-Norse origin. The Augustinians have had a presence in the district ever since.
After the Emancipation Act of 1829 was passed, interest in bells became a feature in the Catholic Church. Our
tower was not designed for bells but in 1872 Stanislaus Byrne of Booterstown donated eight bells at a cost of
£5,160 to John’s Lane as a present, he said, to “God and St Mary and the Prior of St John’s.”
The bells were cast in Murphy’s foundry in Thomas Street and bear the names, St Brigid, St Patrick, St Nicholas
of Tolentine, O.S.A, St Thomas of Villanova, O.S.A, St Joseph, St John the Baptist, St Monica and St Augustine
(Tenor bell: 22 cwt). The eight bells were rung for the first time on St Patrick’s Day, 17 March, 1873.
On the 1 February 1877, Patrick Flynn, the President of the bellringers and his father-in-law, George Thompson,
the Secretary, opened a fund which resulted in the purchase of our set of 39 handbells.
To celebrate the silver jubilee of the bells in 1898, Dr William Walsh, O.S.A (Prior), had the bell hangings and
bearings renovated and two new trebles added (cast by Carrs of Birmingham). The new bells were named St
Catherine and St William. The ten bells were rung for the first time on the 24 December, 1898. In 1949 the bells
were re-hung on ball bearings and in 1973 the centenary of the bells was celebrated. In 1989, the bells were retuned and rehung with new fittings by Taylors of Loughborough at a cost of over £30,000. Since 1872 many
ringers have given long service to the bells. Three of them were honoured by Papal recognition. Dan Kennedy
received the “Pro Ecclesia et Pontifica” award from Pope Pius XII and Paddy Mills and Jimmy Reynolds received the “Bene Merenti” award from Pope John Paul II.
Once again a centenary is being celebrated in 1998 - the augmenting of the eight bells to a peal of ten. It is a special occasion for John’s Lane as it also forms part of the centenary celebrations of the Irish Association of
Change Ringers.
The Eastern District competition, the Lindoff Cup, was held in our tower for centenary year and a special dinner
was organised at the Old Dubliner restaurant as part of our celebrations. Representatives from all the Dublin
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towers were present and also representatives from the Northern and Southern Districts. We were also privileged
to have at the dinner, the President of the Irish Association, Michael Pomeroy, who presented the Lindoff Cup to
the winning team of the day, St Patrick’s Cathedral.
What about our membership? Like all towers, the number of members rises and falls. Our current members are:
Jimmy Reynolds, John Kane, Tony McCrystal, Michael Ryan, David and Rachel Collins, Bethan Collins, Derek
and Martha Waller and June Kelly. This particular group has been together as a team for some time. As needs
must, numbers are augmented from the other towers for special ringing occasions and Sunday Services. Some of
our members ring on a regular basis at St Audoen’s for Sunday Service. Even though this tower has no members,
the bells are rung jointly by all bellringers within the district. The traditional “First Tuesday” at John’s Lane has
recently been revived. The bellringers of St Patrick’s Cathedral cease their practice early on that Tuesday and
join our practice. Numbers present on a practice night in any tower can be low. So joining forces once a month
helps to focus what type of methods can be rung and the ringing knowledge is maintained. Jimmy Reynolds
holds the distinction of being the first elected Life member of John’s Lane. Jimmy has given over 60 years service as a bellringer and has held every ‘office’ in the tower. Jimmy regularly takes part in bellringing at St Patrick’s Cathedral on their practice night and enjoys the challenge of learning new methods.
John Kane, another bellringer of long service, is our steeple-keeper. John and Jimmy are a good team where
maintenance is required for the bells. Quietly and without fuss, they ‘get the job done’. John also likes to take
ownership of the Tenor bell and has been a valuable ‘cover’ ringer in many a Quarter Peal. His ‘wit’ and popular
‘sayings’ are known to all and, of course, his rendering of ‘Island in the Sun’ is second to none.
When David and Rachel and family joined our team from Wales via Singapore, they added a much needed dimension in terms of ‘method’ ringing. David’s motivation for good ringing ‘all-round’ was most encouraging
and a lot of synergy was created. With his assistance new methods were explored and Quarter Peals were also
scored. In particular, David always wanted to conduct a Quarter Peal of Grandsire Caters. This event was realised in 1992 when a number of first ‘rings’ in the method were also recorded. For Jimmy’s 50 years as a bellringer a Quarter Peal of Plain Bob Royal was completed. Again many ‘first’ rings on 10 bells were recorded.
Also, David’s expertise on the ‘maintenance’ side for bellringing has been most valuable. The tower has a reputation in the ringing world at large because of our spiral (open) staircase!! For some bellringers it is a challenge
to accomplish that ‘climb’. For others the stairs prove too daunting. However, no bellringers have ever been reported ‘missing’ on their visit to the tower!!
What of the future? - Christmas Eve 1998 will be marked with extra ringing as this is the official centenary of
the augmenting of the 8 bells to 10 bells. Some enhancements to the frame will be carried out in 1999. This extra
work will benefit the ‘go’ of the bells and thus encourage more enjoyable ringing well beyond the year 2000.
New members are always required for every tower and perhaps where there are no training facilities with one
tower, new bellringers could be trained at a central location for all towers. We would hope that the tradition of
ringing ‘between’ all towers in Dublin will continue. While most of our members have rung at all towers in Ireland, it should be an ongoing target for bellringers everywhere to achieve. For the centenary of the Irish Association, the Ringing Master, Don McLean, presented everybody with a ‘full’ ringing card for the year and your
week-ends were immediately booked! The ‘art’ of bellringing can be packed with you on your travels around the
world. It is universal and some of our members have rung in towers as far as Australia. The bells in Ireland will
only continue to be heard as long as ringers continue to ring - in your tower and your neighbour’s tower.
In John’s Lane
We gasped when the sudden bell began….
The pigeons only floated from the granite,
Swung round the steeple once
In ritual
And then wheeled back to crevices
Below the Saints
P. H. Pearse’s father made
And there ignored
The brazen metal’s clanging tongue
And all the tower’s vibrations
A single feather from the breast of one
Came slowly down to Thomas Street.
P. V. Renehan
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ST NICHOLAS’ PARISH
CHURCH,
CARRICKFERGUS:
8 Bells

T

he Parish Church of St Nicholas’ lies prominently in the centre of Carrickfergus, its spire visible for a
considerable distance. It is well documented that Christian worship has taken place here for over eight hundred
years, with the Church being founded by John de Courcy in the 12th Century. Planned in the form of a Latin
Cross, the Church suffered much damage during early battles and invasions, but has been rebuilt in stages
throughout the centuries into its present form. The sound of bells from St Nicholas’ Parish Church has been an
integral part of life in Carrickfergus from the earliest times. Records show that in 1683, the Mayor of the town,
Andrew Willoughby, presented a bell to the Church. In times of old, before clocks or timepieces were developed, a bell was used as a means of communication with the local community. A bell was struck at six o’clock
morning and at the same time in the evening to denote the start and end of the working day, and in this role became known as the Labour Bell. Carrickfergus was the foothold of the English in Ireland, and during the seventeenth century, Sir Arthur Chichester introduced high walls around the town, making it impregnable to invaders.
The Scottish and Irish were permitted to enter the town by day, but at nine o’clock in the evening the curfew bell
was sounded to command the Scottish and Irish to leave the confines of the town walls and return to their respective quarters outside. The Willoughby bell was also used at times of mourning, to indicate to the wider community that a member of the town had died. The spire also houses a small bell of about ½ cwt which is now unserviceable and by sounding either the large bell or the small bell, the listener could tell if it was an adult (big bell)
or a child (small bell) that had died. Two strikes and a pause repeated over and over, indicated a female, and
three strikes in the same fashion indicated that a male had died. This practice was known as the Passing bell,
representing the passing of a soul from this life to the next. The Willoughby bell split open in April 1832, coincidently the year of the great cholera epidemic, and was recast by Job Rider of Belfast. Weighing some 8cwt, the
newly cast bell still hangs in the tower under the spire at the west end of the Church, beside the smaller bell.
At the end of the Great War, the people of St Nicholas’ Parish wanted a suitable memorial to honour those who
had given the ultimate sacrifice. Although initially thought too expensive, it was eventually decided to erect a
War Memorial Bell Tower which would be attached to the Church. It became known rightly as The Heroes’
Tower. The cost to the Parish was considerably reduced when the families of some who had fallen in the War
chose to donate an individual bell in memory of their loved one. The contract to cast the bells was awarded to
Gillett & Johnston of Croydon, who delivered a ring of eight with the tenor weighing over 13 cwt. The new tower, which was designed by Mr R.Mills Close, was dedicated in 1920, and was supposedly built to last. Sadly, this
was not to be case. In 1959 huge cracks were discovered around the tower, and the Diocesan Architect, Mr Denis
O’D Hanna, was asked to inspect the building. His report confirmed the Vestry’s worst fears in that The Heroes’
Tower was on the verge of collapse, caused by poor brickwork and mortar, and by subsidence. Ringing was
stopped until the matter was resolved.
In early 1961, Denis O’D Hanna was given the task of designing a new War Memorial Bell Tower, now to include those who had given their lives in the Second World War. The old tower was demolished and the new one
constructed over an existing sandstone archway, dating from 1831 providing a fine entrance to the Church from
Market Place. Built in a romantic continental style, it is unique in Ireland as being the only ‘stand alone’ campanile. A threestorey construction, access to the ringing chamber is via an external wooden staircase. The peal of
eight bells were rehung in the new tower by Taylor’s of Loughborough, and a Service of Dedication took place
on 29th June 1962. The tower remains unchanged to this day, and it has enjoyed periods of excellent ringing.
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Notable ringers from the early half of the twentieth century included Miss Ellen McAuliffe, Hugh McAteer
(Snr.) and William Young J.P. who had donated the treble bell in memory of his only son who was killed in action in 1916.
His daughter, Emily Young later donated the Young Cup for the best improved team from year to year, and also
kindly donated the Irish Association Presidential badge of office in 1962.
In 1927 a certain ringer called John Palmer joined the ranks, and was to become synonymous with Carrickfergus
and bellringing. He was a man of exceptional ability who rang well into his 70’s.
In the post-war period, Hugh McAteer (Jnr.) began to ring and was also a confident change ringer. George
McFall, senior and junior, took up ringing, helping the band move into the 1960’s when the St.Nicholas’ team
finally made its mark by winning the Murphy cup for the first time in 1966. The team on that occasion included
Maud Austin, Billy Porte and John Lindsay. The mascot for the occasion was Don McLean, who went on to become a very capable ringer and who has become Ringing Master of the Irish Association. The 1970’s saw the
arrival of Robert Foulis, Brian Gourley, Michael Howes and Karen Williams, who along with the older ringers,
won many competitions in this decade. Later, Karl Bennett and Alan King began to ring, and were able to make
their contribution into the eighties.
With the sad loss of Hugh McAteer, Billy Porte and Johnny Palmer, and several ringers moving away from the
area, St.Nicholas’ has struggled to generate a band of any size. Monday evening practices (at 8pm) continue to
be popular with ringers from Belfast who regularly attend to improve their method ringing, and it is hoped that
the St.Nicholas’ Society of Bellringers can one day be the winning team that it once was.
Alan King
Tower Secretary
St Nicholas’
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ST SAVIOUR’S,
ARKLOW: 8 Bells

T

he Church was built in 1899 and was dedicated on 12 August 1899 and presented as a gift to the Parish
of Arklow by the Earl of Carysfort.
The bells were cast by John Taylor of Loughborough. The tenor weight is 22 cwts 2 qrs 19-lbs in E, the total
weight is 88 cwts 8-lbs. Each bell bears an inscription as follows:Treble

(Inscription Band)
(Waist)
on the opposite side:

JOHN TAYLOR OF LOUGHBOROUGH ME FECIT 1898
DONOR WILLIAM 5TH EARL OF CARYSFORT
WILLIAM 5TH EARL OF CARYSFORT, B JAN 18.1836. D.

2.

(IB)
(W)
On the opposite side:

Same as Treble
THEODOSIA GERTRUDE BAILLIE, B JAN 10.1883. D.
DONOR WILLIAM 5TH EARL OF CARYSFORT

3.

(IB)
(W)

Same as Treble
ISABELLA PROBY B NOV 19. 1830. D JAN 10.1866

4.

(IB)
(W)
On the opposite side:

Same as Treble
HUGH PROBY B, AUG 27 1828. D. AUG 30 1852
DONOR WILLIAM 5TH EARL OF CARYSFORT

5.

(IB)
(W)

Same as Treble
GRANVILLE LEVESON, 4TH EARL OF CARYSFORT
B. SEP 14. 1824. D. MAY 18. 1872
DONOR WILLIAM 5TH EARL OF CARYSFORT

On the opposite side:
6.

(IB)
(W)
On the opposite side:

Same as Treble
JOHN JOSHUA, LORD PROBY. B. APR 3. 1823. D. NOV 19 1858
CATHERINE PROBY. B. APR 3 1823 D. APR 29. 1827
DONOR WILLIAM 5TH EARL OF CARYSFORT
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7.

(IB)
(W)
On the opposite side:

Same as Treble
ELIZABETH EMMA HAMILTON B. MAR 10.1821. D.
DONOR WILLIAM 5TH EARL OF CARYSFORT

Tenor

(IB)
(W)
On the opposite side:

Same as Treble
FRANCIS PROBY B. AUG 3. 1819. D. MAY 15. 1863
DONOR WILLIAM 5TH EARL OF CARYSFORT

The bells hang in a modern frame steel frame and they have steel headstocks, stays and sliders of the Hastings
type. Originally fitted with plain bearings, they were recently converted to roller bearings.
The first Peal was rung by the Parish of Loughborough ringers on Saturday 12 August, 1899 by invitation of the
Earl of Carysfort. The first peal was Double Norwich Court Bob Major for Morning Service of Dedication,
which included Mr W Master and Mr W J Townley.
The Earl brought over Mr J W Washbrook to instruct and teach the new Arklow band. He rang the first peal with
the Arklow band on 2 August 1901.
On 19 September 1901 Mr J W Washbrook rang the 3 and 4 bells for a Peal of Grandsire Triples. It was not believed he rang 2 bells and he had to do it again on 19 October 1901 for another peal of Grandsire Triples. This
was to prove to Lindoff, Baker and Townley that it was possible to ring two bells.
He left Arklow after the Earl’s death. I believe he is buried in an unmarked grave in Manchester.
At the present moment we have only got three ringers who turn up fairly regularly to ring. The hope of getting
people interested is very slim.
Roy Keegan
Tower Captain
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ST MALACHI,
HILLSBOROUGH:
10 Bells

T

here has been a Church dedicated to St Malachi in this area since the 12th century. Malachi had been
the Archbishop of Armagh and Bishop of Down and died whilst visiting St Bernard of Clairveux in 1148. Hillsborough was originally called “Cromlyn”, which means “the crooked glen”, and it was here that the little Chapel
of St Malachi stood.
Despite this long ecclesiastical history we did not acquire a bell until 1662. In that year Colonel Arthur Hill built
a new Church “on a rising ground in the form of a Cross”. The bell was hung on the branch of a tree which
stood to the south of the front door. In 1710 the Vestry book tells us that one shilling and sixpence was paid to
William English “for his work about the bell of the Church”. In 1773 a new bell was purchased and hung in a
new tower which had been built at a cost of £50.8s.7d.
When Wills Hill, Earl of Hillsborough and First Marquis of Downshire, began his restoration and rebuilding of
the Church between 1760 and 1773, he had the old tower demolished. The 1773 bell was retained and installed
in the new tower, for the Vestry Book entry for 25 May 1767 records payment to “John Smith for mending the
bele”. Wills Hill nurtured the hope that his new Church would be accorded Cathedral status and so one bell was
no longer sufficient. The Belfast Newsletter of 10th November 1772 records the arrival in Ireland of “eight fine
large bells for the Earl of Hillsborough’s new Church”. The bells came via Bristol at a carriage charge of £16.
They had been cast by Thomas Rudhall of Gloucester. On reaching Hillsborough they were hung in a massive
oak frame along with a clock and clockwork chiming device which Wills Hill had also presented. The most unusual feature of the new ringing installation was that the tenor rope was hung in the centre of the rope circle.
From 1773 until 1927 there was no regular service ringing in Hillsborough. The Select Vestry paid for one bell
to be rung on Sunday, whilst the Marquis of Downshire paid a team to ring for sacred occasions such as Christmas and Easter and for secular events like Guy Fawkes; Night, Lord Downshire’s birthday and the Monarch’s
birthday. A Ringing Master was appointed to arrange a team whenever they were required. The first Ringing
Master was William Guthrie, who was appointed in 1773, with the added responsibility of maintaining the clock.
It seems that he was also the Parish coffin builder! Like all Ringing Masters, Mr Guthrie was well versed in the
art of delegation for, in 1798, we find that the Service bell was being rung by the Sextoness, Elizabeth Jackson.
During the following decade it was also rung by Mary Rogan and Jane Hawthorn. It seems odd that women
should be ringing in the 18th century, but it is likely that they were merely chiming the old 1773 bell, whilst Mr
Guthrie reserved the eight change-ringing bells for his paid ringers.
The Church authorities were obviously happy with the situation, for when Guthrie retired in 1826, after 53 years
service, he was granted a pension of £4.11s. He was replaced as Ringing Master by Robert Eagan, whilst Daniel
Oag took over the maintenance of the clock. A Daniel Oag is recorded as having rung at the opening of the bells
at St George’s Dublin in 1829. Can it have been the same man? At about this time the bells were retuned. Writingin 1891, a local man, Mr Lett, recalled this event, remembering the bell tuner in particular. He records: “the
man brought nine bells with him to tune those in the Church tower. He was a comical fellow who remained a
good while attending the bell tuning and re-arranging”. It was at some stage after this event that the 1733 bell
was removed and its fate remains a mystery.
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The fifth bell was cracked in 1874 whilst, ironically, being tolled at the funeral of the fifth Marquis of Downshire, who had died aged only 29. Despite this, Alexander Knox in his book, “A History of County Down” published in 1875, described the bells as “a complete peal of bells of great power and sweetness”. The fifth bell remained cracked until it and the third bell (cracked in the autumn of 1885), were recast by John Earner of London. They were rehung on St Patrick’s Day 1886.
The records show that between January 1866 and August 1897 the Church authorities paid £20.2s.6d for Service
ringing, whereas the Marquis of Downshire paid the remainder. Indeed in 1896 alone he paid over £30. At the
Vestry meeting held on 28 December 1896, the Marquis’ agent presented a list of the 11 occasions in the year
that the full ring was to be used. An arrangement was reached whereby the Select Vestry paid the ringers and the
Marquis in turn paid the Vestry £10 a year, plus £1 for each day’s ringing. William Walker, the manager of the
local Gasworks, was appointed Ringing Master, receiving £10 for organising ringing and £5 for looking after the
clock.
By 1903 he had two paid assistants and so rounds on three were being rung for Service. This ringing became
known locally as “Come or stay”. Sunday Service ringing and regular practice on a voluntary basis began in
1927 when the Hillsborough Society of Bellringers was formed. This new Society provided weekly ringing despite the rapidly deteriorating condition of the bells. Such was their state that the tenor bell required two men to
keep it up! The bells deteriorated even more during the enforced silence of the war years and it was obvious that
a major overhaul was essential. In 1948 the bells were taken to the Taylor Bellfoundry to be retuned, while a
new steel frame and chiming machine were installed. The Service of Rededication took place on Boxing Day
1948.
The work was largely paid for by the donations of the entire community. As a mark of gratitude we still ring for
the Harvest Festival in the nearby Presbyterian Church and ring the tenor bell muffled on the passing of any local person, irrespective of their religious denomination.
In 1970 two treble bells were cast by John Taylor of Loughborough and presented anonymously to mark 21
years incumbency of Canon John Barry. The bells were named John and Jonathan after the Canon and his eldest
son Jonathan, both of whom were ringers. These bells were dedicated on 17 September 1972 by Very Rev Martin Sullivan, Dean of St Paul’s Cathedral, London.
Traditionally there has been little or no change-ringing practised here, but in 1991 the ringers decided to learnPlain Hunt. Since then we have managed to progress to ringing Plain Bob and Grandsire Triples and can manage
Grandsire Caters on practice night with help from our visitors from Drumbo, Lurgan and St Donard’s, Belfast.
Some of the ringers have advanced to ringing Stedman and Cambridge. We also ring a variety of Doubles methods and rang Bethlehem Doubles on Christmas Day 1992. Quarter peals are a regular feature. We are in the happy position of ringing all ten bells virtually every week. Our longest serving ringer is Norman Johnston who began ringing in 1938 and has just celebrated sixty years of service to the tower.
The names of our present ringers are:- Fergus Dornan, Jim Hamilton, Jonathan Hanna, Colin Holliday, Alistair
Jameson, Mrs Daryl Jameson, Peter Jameson, Christopher Jameson, Albert Johnston, Norman Johnston, Dr
Colin Latimer, Brian Lockett, Miss Jane Lockett, Geoffrey Morrison, Miss Mo Mullan, Mrs Louie Patterson,
Gary Patterson, Ian Stanfield, Simon Walker (Ringing Master), Miss Suzanne Walker, Geroge White, Edmund
White and Miss Lauren White, together with our President Dermot Maginess and Life Members Canon John and
Mrs Eileen Barry, and Sam Ross.
We were winners of the Cunningham Cup in 1955 and 1994.
The Young Cup in 1974, 1977, 1989, 1991-1992, 1995 and 1996.
The Iveagh Cup in 1977, 1979 and 1980.
The Adamson Cup in 1993-1994.
The Attendance Shield in 1980, 1989, 1990.
Our biggest challenge is to ensure that we maintain our healthy position and not revert to the 18th century situation where only one bell rang on Sundays.
Simon Walker
Tower Captain
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ST MARY,
BLESSINGTON:
6 Bells

“Abi et mach tu similiter”
“Time lays its hand lightly on Blessington”

W

hen Michael Boyle, Archbishop of Dublin, came into possession of the Manor of Blessington he
built a stately mansion and a Chapel on his land, adding a handsome belfry with six tuneful bells. A country parish, with a farming congregation and having tradesmen in the village, saddlers, farriers, etc, meant a settled community from which succeeding generations were to join the belfry. Beattie, Boothman, Darker, Egar and Eagar,
Giltrap, Gyves and Hamilton are names recurring over the centuries.
Account books tell of the steeple keeper kept busy with repairs in order to maintain the bells in good order,
wheels, clapper and ropes. There were six ringing days each year for which the payment was four shillings a
day; in 1723 this was reduced to four days, three shillings. The Ecclesiastical Commission in 1838 found the
bellringer was paid £4.1s.0d per annum.
Mrs Smith wrote in her diary, August 1850, of the bells ringing at her daughter’s marriage and also as she returned from her honeymoon.
A timber frame Chime Keyboard in the upper loft was used to play tunes on the bells as the century turned.
Again the information comes from an unusual, unique source. McDermott, Garland and Egar wrote on the rope
guides next to the manual “Xmas 1897”; “Xmas and 31 12 1898”; “Xmas 1900”; “Lead Kindly Light”; “There
is no night in Heaven”; “Trust and Obey”.
During the incumbency of the Rev Wm Scully (1920-1940) the bells were re-hung in 1923, a memorial to the
men of the parish who had made the Supreme Sacrifice during the Great War.
At a cost of £308 a steel frame was set up, new clappers and O’Byrne’s patent slide rests were fitted. The precision with which the Tenor cast-in staple was removed in the bell loft reflects great credit on the workman. However the iron saddle fitted under the stock, designed to facilitate quarter turning the bell, and a stock too wide for
the frame (or vice versa), spoiled the work. Ringing the tenor was described as “horse’s work” by local men even after remedies had been applied. It is little wonder that ringing failed to prosper.
The band which re-opened the bells travelled to the village on the Blessington Steam Tram, an adventure in itself. J Ivers, a ringer, was the village Station Master.
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The Ringing World Correspondent wrote:“Time lays its hand lightly on Blessington, the granite gleams white” and “the go is all that could be expected
was the unanimous consent of all” but to a friend he wrote, “16/5/1923 - reopened the ring of six on Saturday
last;
240 was enough for any of us, local work!!! Bells oiled on whiskey never go. Battle fought there on Sunday!!
Joe Sykes.”
Mr Scully reported that 240s of Treble and Plain Bob Minor, also Doubles, were rung and several locals rang
Call Changes, and, Mr Lindoff, who was to come twice a week for practice, and Mr Sykes, were satisfied with
the work. The tower joined the IACR and the Rector, who was Rep to the Association, learned to ring.
Once more the Steeple Keeper had work to do when the original cast-in clapper rings rusted through; the 5th in
1950, 1 2 3 in 1957 and No 4 several years later. The village Blacksmith fashioned brackets as replacements,
“the repairs would avoid a recurrence for years to come” said Mr Hamilton. The brackets are one inch thick.
The Rev Eric Despard was Incumbent 1951-64, and he was also taught to ring under Mr Hamilton, Conductor,
who also had a number of young men in the belfry.
The fifth bell jumped from its bearings in 1962. This also damaged the wheel. The Carpenter who made repairs
and also built the stairway to the bell loft was W Mitchie, a ringer.
History was made in 1963 when Mary Hamilton joined; the bells were rung for her marriage in 1968.
Soon after Induction in 1965, Canon Lowe assented to Cathedral ringers ringing at Evening Prayer on the first
Sunday each month and this happy situation continued until the Service was discontinued c1980. He would visit
the belfry before Service for a Bidding Prayer, extempore, poetical, uplifting and much appreciated. The Sunday
band moved to Saturday and welcomed local beginners; young Timmy brought his box. Impressed by the young
band ringing these bells, a visitor referred to them as “stout fellows” and the title was adopted; in fact W Sarsteiner (14) rang the tenor to the first Quarter Peal on the bells.
In 1970 the Rector gathered thirteen parishioners who wished to learn, in addition to the old names there were
new ones; Gobbett, Vincent - a difference was that ladies were amongst them.
They rang at Christmas, New Year and Harvest and in 1983 for the Tercentenary Services when the Donor’s
successor, Dr J W Armstrong, came to greet the ringers in the ringing chamber; S Miller and W Egar, who rang
in the 250th celebrations, were in the band.
Before he retired in 1979 Canon Lowe arranged for the tenor to be rehung on modern fittings; drawings and borrowed reamers were of great help in finishing the work. The ‘go’ of the tenor was so easy that the Rector agreed
to have the other five bells also so fitted. The bells were stripped by local and City ringers, P L R Hayward removed the canons, drilled five bolt holes in each bell and in the frame, and then assembled the headstocks,
wheels, clappers and stay sliders and ropes. The work was completed within the confines of the bell loft, thus the
ring, hung in 1683, had never left the loft. The decision to approach the work in this fashion was in order to preserve the six as consecrated by the Donor. The next venture was to clean and paint the frame, the first coat of
paint since 1923; this was repeated seven years later by Tercentenary ringers.
Following the 300th celebrations the Incumbent, Rev R S Stokes, arranged for scholars to come to the belfry
after school to learn to ring. This was a very successful venture. Girls outnumbered boys and most moved to
Change Ringing. The same families, fourth and fifth generations, were joined by new names, Kinch, whose
grandmother rang peals in Arklow, Cowie and Coe.
Going from strength to strength, the tower was able to compete in the Lindoff Cup and one member rang in the
first peal on the bells.
School practice continued and some came to Saturday evening sessions as they grew older. Ringing is now on
Saturday, 1800-1915 hours but, sadly, the only Sunday ringing is on rare occasions.
Charles Reede
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ST DONARD’S,
BELFAST: 6 Bells

I

Ye Ringers all, that do come here,
Give head and hand and heart;
The head for will, the hand for skill,
The heart for worship’s part.

t was in 1947 that a fund was inaugurated to perpetuate the memory of Canon Moore who died on 30
July 1946. Sufficient funds were raised to purchase and install a peal of six bells as a memorial. The Canon had
frequently looked to the day when such an enterprise could be undertaken and the cost of purchasing and installing the bells came to £1,600. The bells were cast and installed by Taylor’s of Loughborough and are in the
key
of A flat, the whole peal weighing 32 cwts 2 qrs 11 lbs. Five of the bells are inscribed:“1949. In memoriam, Alexander Moore, Rector 1906-46”.
A bronze plaque in the Church porch reads:
The Peal of Bells in the tower of this Church was dedicated on 26th November 1949, by the
Rt Rev William Shaw Kerr, D.D., Lord Bishop of Down and Dromore, as a memorial to the
Rev Canon Alexander Moore, B.A., Hon.C.F., for forty years (1904-46) the beloved
Rector of St Donard’s Parish.
There was already one bell in the tower and this was the congregation’s memorial to the men of the Parish who
gave their lives in the Great War of 1914-18. Although recast, this bell was given the same inscription as it
originally had, with the addition of the words “recast 1949”. The identity of this bell as a War Memorial has,
therefore, been preserved and is rung as the 5-minute bell on Remembrance Sunday. The Psalm used at the
Dedication Service of the bells was most fitting, being Number 150.
The Bells have rung in Sorrow:
Over the years the bells have been rung, muffled:







For the passing of parishioners
For the funeral of King George VI
For the funeral of Princess Diana
For the victims of the Omagh Bomb
On each Remembrance Sunday the bells are half-muffled as we remember those who lost their lives in
war.
On Good Friday as we remember the Crucifixion.
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And the bells have rung in joy:

On Christmas Morning as we remember the Birth of Jesus.

On Easter Morning as we remember the Resurrection.

On the occasion of the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II

For Weddings

And like many other towers in Ireland we are the first to usher in each New Year as midnight strikes.


Prior to the installation of the bells in 1949, a team of ringers was trained and ready to ring the new bells for
their dedication and in this respect we owe a debt of gratitude to the ringers of St Thomas’, Belfast, led by Mr
Billy Patterson. Those first ringers included - Mrs Lilian McFadden (now Mrs Cowan) (the first Tower Secretary), her late husband, Edwin; Mr Frank King, Mr Hubert Anderson, Mr and Mrs Loxton, Mrs Reid, Mr Bob
Stewart (father of the recently retired Dean of St Patrick’s Cathedral, Dublin) and Mr James Rush, who had
learnt to ring at Holywood and was made Tower Captain of St Donard’s back in those early days.
In January 1950 the curate, the Rev R H Lowry, approached the Guide Company on a recruiting drive for more
bellringers. 12 new recruits were found, one of these being Jean Stewart (now Jean Jeffery). Mr Frank King
and Mr James Rush had now been joined by Ronnie King (Frank’s brother) and the 12 new recruits were taught
to ring. This young team went from strength to strength and in their first ever competition, led by Frank King,
on the bells of St Patrick’s, Coleraine, Easter Monday, 1951, they came home not only as winners of the Cunningham Cup but also as winners of the Attendance Shield. The ringers won again in 1953, 1959, 1964, 1975,
1981. On two occasions we were also holders of the Murphy Cup.
On Saturday 29th November Jean Jeffery (then Jean Stewart) became the first lady Irish ringer to conduct a
peal, when she conducted Holt’s Ten Part peal of Grandsire Triples at St Malachi, Hillsborough. A record, we
understand, which to the present has not been broken.
On Saturday 23rd October 1954 Jean (Stewart) and William Hall were in the band which rung the first Peal of
Surprise in Ireland by a resident band. This was a peal of Cambridge Surprise Minor on the bells of St
Donard’s and was conducted by the late John T Dunwoody.
We have had our ups and downs with recruits but in 1990 in another recruiting drive, another young ringer,
Andrew White, joined us and he has penned a few thoughts on this new hobby he took up. Andrew writes “The first bell I ever rung was the three, this being the bell I was taught on in January 1990. By May 1990 I
was able to take my place in the team on Sunday Mornings. Easter 1993 and the AGM and Cunningham Cup
Competition were held in our tower with the winners being Drumbo and the Young Cup won by St Donard’s.
Summer 1994 we got another new recruit, Dianne McCracken, who made good progress and is now able to ring
Call Changes and Plain Hunt.
March 1995 I rang in Holywood, the first time I had rung in another tower other than my own.
October 1995 and I started to attend District Practices and on this occasion I rang for Hillsborough in the
Iveagh Cup Competition - we came third. In 1996 and 1997 I had the opportunity to ring for other teams in this
competition and on Sunday 1 December 1996 I was given the opportunity to ring my first Quarter Peal on the
bells of St Donard’s, Grandsire Doubles.”
Our present ringers are - Ronnie King, Diane McCracken, Jean Jeffery, Colin Jeffery, Neale Jeffery, Andrew
White, Jennifer McMurray, Kerry McMurray, Heather Jeffery and Carol Crockett.
Sunday Service Ringing is from: 11.00 am-11.20 am. and 6.30 pm - 6.50 pm.
Practice Night is Tuesday 6.45 pm - 8.00 pm.
Jean Jeffery
Tower Captain
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THE CHURCH OF THE
IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION,
WEXFORD: 10 Bells
THE TWIN CHURCHES

T

he idea of bells in the twin churches might have first come about when the Administrator of the Parish,
Fr James Roche, visited Mount St Alphonsus in Limerick during the building of the Churches. There he met
Alderman John Quinn, a benefactor of the Church who had built the steeple and given the ring of bells, cast in
1878 by John Murphy of Dublin.
The Church of the Assumption, Bride Street
The first written reference made to the bell of Bride Street Church was in the “Wexford Independent” on Saturday April 17, 1858, after the bell had been blessed and installed. The article read: “The new bell was blessed on
Thursday and subsequently raised to its destination in the tower where it tolled forth sound of the sweetest melody.”
Though the above extract states that the bell was hung in 1858, the inscription band bears the year 1863 and no
record of the re-casting of the bell exists.
A facility was made for a single clockface in the steeple during its construction but a clock was never installed,
maybe due to financial restrictions. A clock was installed for the first time on October 25th 1994. Up to then
the Church’s Sacristan, Mr Jack Sharkey, rang the bell daily to sound the Angelus.
The Church of the Immaculate Conception, Rowe Street
A bell was also installed in the splendid tower of Rowe Street Church during its building (The Church of the
Immaculate Conception). It was hung in the same week as that of Bride Street Church and the Wexford Independent on April 28th 1858, wrote: “The bell in the Church of the Immaculate Conception is cast to D, that of
the Assumption (Bride Street) to E, both forming a delightful and harmonious concord.”
On September 2nd, 1883, the same newspaper published the cost of the towers of the twin Churches. The Booth
clock cost £383.16s.6d with a maintenance of £5. The gilding of the four faces, including scaffolding, cost
£17.8s.1d and the building of the two spires, in total, cost a mere £2,000.
The Murphy Bells
In 1882, through the generosity of Canon Roche, founder of the twin churches, and Mr William Healy, an order
for a peal of nine bells was placed with the Murphy Bell Foundry in Dublin for the tower of Rowe Street Church.
In the Wexford Independent on July 8th 1882, Fr. Walsh, a C.C. in the parish, published the statement of account
for the building of the twin churches, showing subscriptions from all over the world. He wrote that a fortnight
earlier he visited Murphy’s Bell Foundry where he sought to obtain a promise to have the bells ready for the
steeple in time for Christmas 1882.
However the bells didn’t arrive until July 7th 1883. This delay can be attributed to two things - that of the death
of Canon Roche in March 1883 and that of Mr Murphy himself in 1879. The widow of Mr Murphy continued on
the business, eventually passing it on to a Mr McDonnell of Dunmore, County Galway. Amazingly, the firm
continued to advertise that all bells were cast under Mr Murphy’s personal supervision until 1885.
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A record was made in a local newspaper that when the bells arrived they were ornamented with a large harp,
entwined in a wreath of shamrock.
Several records were made to the chime ringing of these bells including the ringing of the bells for the Ordination of Bishop Brendan Comiskey on September 20th 1984 when both “Auld Lang Syne” and “Home Sweet
Home” were played. In the 1950s Mr Mattie Lucking, the Church’s Sacristan, became well known ringing on
Feast Days and religious occasions and was ably assisted by Mr Edward O’Connor and Mr Alfie O’Leary.
In 1930 the Administrator of the Parish, Rev John Sinnott, had the original peal of nine bells recast by Gillett &
Johnston of Croydon. Along with the recasting of these nine bells, two bells were added—these being the present treble and a flat fourth which hangs dead for chiming. It should be noted that the Pope in 1930, when the
bells were recast, was Pius XI and not Pius IX as is on the inscription band of the tenor bell.
Ringing Teams in Rowe Street Church
The first recorded visitor to ring in Rowe Street Church was Mr Gabriel Lindoff who spent some weeks teaching
locals to ring during the 1920s. Mr Lindoff also brought a team from St Patrick’s Cathedral to Wexford to ring a
Quarter Peal of 1331 Grandsire Caters which he had composed specially for the occasion of the recasting of the
bells in May 1930.
In 1952 “The Irish Bell News” reported that Rev Michael O’Neill from the Parish of Wexford was invited to a
meeting of the Irish Association of Change Ringers in response to a letter in which he asked to have the bells
rung as they had been idle now for nearly a quarter of a century. Later on that year, ringers from Mt St Alphonsus in Limerick rang for the opening of the renowned Wexford Opera Festival and the following year in 1953,
ringers from John’s Lane in Dublin visited to “introduce” some local men to the art.
On June 6th 1955 a team was firmly established by Fr M J O’Neill, ADM. Ringers from John’s Lane returned to
find ten ringers, including Leo Willis (Conductor), Thomas Keeling, George Furlong, Francis O’Donnell, James
Gaynor, Sean Radford, Michael Curran and Michael O’Rourke. On that occasion in 1955, John Ross of Radio
Eireann interviewed the ringers, including Mr Jimmy Reynolds, during the Corpus Christi procession, broadcasting them the following week, June 12th, on “Provincial News Roundup”.
The ropes were in poor condition at this stage - Mr Paddy Mills had no sally and John Kane had to stand on a
four feet high box while Fr O’Neill tried his best to entertain the visitors in White’s Hotel after the ringing.
Paddy Mills returned two weeks later on June 20th for one week’s teaching. James Gaynor became Deputy Conductor in 1956 and the bells were rung and broadcast for the Opera Festival in that year. Four bells were rung
for Christmas and the New Year.
The same five ringers, including Fr O’Neill, were still around in 1957 when Wilf William’s band rang what they
claimed to be the first peal rung on the Wexford bells (Cambridge Royal) on August 20th. By coincidence on
August 20th 1959 another peal, this time of Plain Bob Royal, was rung. Mr F E Dukes also made several visits
during the 1950s.
The University of Wales visited in 1964 and one of them, Mr C A Lewis, who was working in UCD, asked for
permission to ring a peal. Permission was not granted. In 1965 the tenor clapper broke and Mr Lewis got Mr
Bob Broughton to repair it. He returned in May and October 1966 for the opening of Wexford Festival Opera.
Ringing for this occasion remains an annual event, mainly due to the efforts of Paul Neiland, Rory Carberry and
Mark Boggan. Mr Lewis finally got permission to ring a peal in 1971 but couldn’t get any ringers.
The “Wexford People” newspaper reported that seven bells were rung for the election of John Paul 2nd and that
there was, at this time, twelve new beginners.
The tower today has an extremely young, healthy band of ringers, including Joe Kinsella (Conductor), Paul
Neiland, Rory Gallagher, Paul Byrne, Shane O’Leary, Emma O’Leary, David Ruttledge, Barry Ryan, Lee
Hynes, Philip Gaddren, Brian McGrath, Lucy Grannell and Deborah Byrne, ringing on Fridays and Sunday
mornings. They are greeted on an ongoing basis by Mr Charles Reede from Dublin who can be attributed with
the success of today’s young ringers.
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HOLY TRINITY,
DRUMBO: 8 Bells

O

n 24th July 1791 a new Church was consecrated for the parish of Drumbo in the townland of Ballylesson. It was a small building, designed and furnished in the most up-to-date taste with box pews and a
prominent
square tower and octagonal lantern housing six bells. The total cost of the work was £1,251.5s.½d of which
£270.16s was paid to John Rudhall of Gloucester for the bells.
Drumbo was not an important centre like Londonderry, Carrickfergus or Enniskillen, it was not at the centre of a
rich man’s estates; it was a scattered rural parish in a part of the country well known for the radical views of the
population. Ten days before the Consecration a large part of the population of the rising town of Belfast, to the
dismay of the authorities, enthusiastically celebrated the second anniversary of the release of the prisoners from
the Bastille.
In these circumstances, what sort of people promoted the building of the Church and, in particular, the idea of
spending such a large portion of the cost on bells?
Who were the ringers and how were they trained? Although it was very much a minority, the Church of Ireland
community was influential and its members had access to education and business opportunity. Three such men
had decided that Drumbo could afford something special.
James Watson Hull, the son of a Lisburn tanner, had made his fortune in India and had returned to live in Belvedere on the Ballylesson Road.
James Beers was a local landowner living in Edenderry House. His family had first had a connection with
Ballylesson soon after the plantation.
These two were the first Churchwardens of the new Church.
Wills Hill, the first Marquis of Downshire, was the head of a family that had acquired large tracts of the north
and east of Ireland following the wars at the end of the sixteenth century. He employed Charles Lilly, an architect, in connection with this and other building projects at the time. These were the people most closely involved
in the design and building of the Church; no important decision about the Church or contents would have been
taken without them.
A fifth personality may have had some influence on these decisions. This was the Armagh born architect and
practical bell ringer, Francis Johnston. At the time he was practising in Drogheda where he was associated with
the installation of a ring of eight Rudhall bells in the Parish Church. He is known to have been a frequent and
welcome visitor to Hillsborough; it is hard to believe that he was not involved with the Drumbo bells and with
the training of the ringers.
If any were kept, very few records of the ringing survive for the first 150 years. The first Parish records from
1788 onwards include the names of Gray, Greer and Moreland. Representatives of these families were active
ringers until quite recently. In 1874 Robert Greer was in charge of the ringing when the Church was re-dedicated
after extensive enlargement and remodelling. Fortunately the tower and bells were unaffected by this work. It is
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likely that the bells were rung for the two Sunday Services. Richie Adamson told how it. During the second
World War church bells were generally not rung but an exception was made in Ballylesson in 1943 when the
bells were rung to mark the successful outcome of the war in North Africa. The ringers were father and son Robert and Abe Greer, H Gray, J Murray and J Press.
There are no Peal records before 1949; it is likely that the bells were rung to rounds and call changes, mostly
with the tenor behind. Except for repairs to stays and ropes the bells were left up at all times, ringing up or down
in peal was not attempted. All the information we have suggests that until the late 1950s ringers were recruited
exclusively from male Church goers living in the Parish. With wider car ownership it became possible to recruit
from outside the Parish. At the same time many of the ringers became more knowledgeable about and proficient
in method ringing. The Ringing Master at the time, Robert Greer, encouraged this development and Drumbo
ringers gained experience in towers such as Carrickfergus, Holywood, Dundela, St Thomas’ , Belfast and further
afield. The first peal in the Peal Book is dated 18 April 1949. It was rung by a band from St Thomas’ in Belfast
and was one of a number rung by ringers from Belfast and Holywood over the next few years.
The first peal record in the Peal Book to include Drumbo ringers was on 15th February 1964. The Drumbo ringers were Janet Maybin, Ronnie Bain and Philip Kimber. The first peal by an all Drumbo band was on 26th
March 1977. This was the last peal on the bells before the dedication of two new trebles on 17th April 1977. The
first peal on the eight bells was on 29th December 1984. On this occasion seven of the eight ringers were from
the Drumbo Sunday Service band.
Over the last ten years Drumbo ringers have taken part in some noteworthy peals, at Drumbo and elsewhere.
The first twelve bell peal by a resident Northern District band was rung at Ballymena on 21st August 1988 and
included seven Drumbo ringers (Grandsire Cinques). The band that rang a peal of four Spliced Surprise Major
(Cambridge, Lincolnshire, Yorkshire and Rutland) at Edgebaston on 27th July 1988, included 5 Drumbo ringers.
A peal of Stedman Triples at Carrickfergus on 11th September 1988 by a band that included 6 Drumbo ringers is
remembered for the quality of the music and rhythm. The first peal of Surprise Major by a resident IACR band
was rung at Drumbo on 23rd October 1988. The method was Yorkshire and the band was made up of one former
and seven then current members of the Drumbo Sunday Service band. The first peal of Drumbo Delight
was rung at Drumbo on 23rd June 1990. The band included 4 Drumbo ringers and was conducted by Roger
Lindsay to celebrate his twenty-first birthday. This was Roger’s 21st peal. Two other Drumbo ringers conducted
their first peal before their twenty-first birthday. They are Don McLean at Carrickfergus and Christopher
Lindsay at Drumbo. The first resident IACR band to ring a peal of Bristol included four Drumbo ringers. The
peal was rung at Drumbo on 30th January 1993.
There are a number of gifts, memorial and otherwise, in the tower.
A window was given by the Greer family in memory of Thomas, a former ringer, and his wife Isabella.
A model bell was the gift of Margaret Lowans and Abe Greer in memory of their father, Robert Greer, a former
Ringing Master.
A mahogany table was given by the Maybin family.
The ringers themselves financed the renovation and augmentation of the handbells.
The new treble bell was the gift of the Frazer family in memory of Sarah Jane Frazer.
The public clock in the tower was the gift of the Dunlop family. This family is descended from the family of
James Beers, a Churchwarden of Drumbo in 1791.
The six window seats are ex Belfast Corporation Tramways and were snapped up at auction by Dorothy Kimber
in the early 1950s.
A slightly battered silver plated ewer inscribed “The Ladies Challenge Cup” has been in the tower as long as
anyone can remember.
A Visitors’ Book has been kept since 1963. There are more than one thousand entries. All the Continents are
represented, with the exceptions of Asia and Antarctica.
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Many people have made valuable and distinctive contributions to ringing at Drumbo. While Robert Greer was
Ringing Master the six bells were re-hung and the treble recast in 1948. He encouraged the development of
method ringing and the recruitment and training of new ringers. While John Lindsay was Ringing Master the
ring was augmented with the addition of two new trebles in 1976. He developed a Surprise Major Sunday
Service band at Drumbo.
John Bell, Rector of Drumbo since 1970 until his retirement in 1998, is an active ringer and a valued member of
the band. He has supported the ringers in everything they have tried to do. Don McLean, the current Ringing
Master, has been active in recruitment and training of ringers and constantly reminds us that only the best is
good enough for Drumbo.
Useful sources of information on ringing at Drumbo include “The Heritage of Drumbo” by Fred Rankin,
“Campanology in Ireland” by Fred Dukes, the Tower Peal Book, Visitors’ Book and Attendance Books,
Records of the Drumbo Bell Ringers Society and back numbers of the Irish Bell News and Northern News.
Philip Kimber
Holy Trinity
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ST PETER’S,
DROGHEDA: 8 Bells

D

uring the Cromwellian war in 1649, Cromwell succeeded in breaking the town wall near St Mary’s
Church on the south side of the River Boyne. The defenders fled and some of them took refuge in the wooden
steeple of St Peter’s Church. This steeple replaced a wooden one which was blown down in 1548.
When Cromwell heard that St Peter’s Church was the place of refuge for the town’s defenders, orders were
issued to “blow up the steeple”, but the three barrels of powder, which were placed under it, only blew up the
body of the Church. The next night Colonel Hewson caused the seats of the Church to be broken up and a great
pile made of them under the steeple. A fire was started which took the lofts wherein “five great bells were
hung”. The flames went to the top of the steeple and caused “at once men and bells and the roof to come down
together, the most hideous sight and terrible cry that ever he was witness of”.
In 1748 the walls of the Church were in a ruinous condition and the old building was demolished. The present
Church was built, and shortly afterwards was consecrated on September 22, 1752, by the Lord Primate.
The dome and spire of the steeple were recorded as being in a very bad condition in 1762 and steps were to be
taken to have the defects remedied.
In 1762 repairs were apparently not effective, because the spire and dome were ordered to be pulled down in
1770 and a new one built according to plans approved by the Vestry. Ten years later a temporary roof was put on
the steeple.
In 1764, the Churchwardens were ordered to provide a new frame and wheel for the bell and to have it hung
higher.
In 1787, Francis Johnston, the famous architect of the period, was paid £5 sterling for hanging the Great Bell of
the Church. In the same year, Johnston was made a Freeman of Drogheda by the Corporation, in recognition of
his work in connection with the erection of the spire of this Church as well as for other works in the area. He was
presented with a silver trowel to commemorate the event. The trowel is at present in the possession of a descendant of a relative of Francis Johnston.
Strange to say there is no record in the Minutes of the Select Vestry regarding the installation of the ring of eight
bells which were cast in 1791 by Rudhall. There is an entry in the Minutes of the Drogheda Corporation, which
reads:
General Assembly of the Mayor, Sheriffs, Aldermen and Common Council of Drogheda on the
24th April 1789.

51

It was ordered:That a sum not exceeding £100 be given by this Corporation towards getting a Ring of Bells for the Parish of
Saint Peter’s provided the subscription at present on foot will not pay for them. So in 1789, a movement was in
hand to provide a ring of bells, and this was probably at the instigation of Francis Johnston who was a practising
bell ringer and who was responsible for the installation of bells in other places.
In the early years of this century there was a steady band of ringers, resulting from the recent establishment of
the local Bell Ringers Society, the members were leading lights in the business of the town; they included Stephen and Fred Henly, leading Building Contractors; the Murdock brothers, who ran a Hardware and Sawmill
business; Willie Green, who held a senior position in the local Brewery. Other ringers included the Principal of
the Parish Primary School and Alexander Milne, Bank Manager. As the above ringers ‘faded away’, they were
replaced by others so that there was a full membership, up to the restoration of the bells in 1952.
After the restoration by Taylor’s of Loughborough, a number of young people were trained by the newly elected
Ringing Master, Fred E Dukes, because a few of the old reliables were no longer able to ring the bells. From
then onwards the bells were rung for every Service held on Sundays except the early Holy Communion, but for
Easter and Christmas Days only. Amongst those taught to ring were Fred and Rita’s children, Sandra and Edwin
at the ages of 9 and 7 respectively. Rita was also a ringer. Two Rectors of the 1950 and 1960 periods were taught
along with one Rector’s wife. Thus Drogheda now had three Rectors who, in their time, rang the bells. The first
was Rev W Allman, who presented the set of handbells to the tower. He lost a leg as a result of an accident while
attending a Boys’ Brigade Camp as their Chaplain and he resigned subsequently from the Incumbency shortly
after the accident.
In the 1960s the potential for recruits dropped, and in order to replace the young people who had left Drogheda,
the Headmaster of the Grammar School, nearby, agreed and, in fact, strongly supported, the idea of the boarders
being taught to ring and so that was the start of the teaching of over one hundred Grammar School boarders over
a number of years, who became reliable ringers in the tower. Two of the boarders later became Ringing Masters
of the Dublin University Guild of Change Ringers, and one of them is now the Headmaster of the Grammar
School, Richard Schmidt. But because of his duties he has not been able to continue with ringing. Another
boarder, Valerie Fletcher, now rings with St Fin Barre’s Cathedral Society and is the Guild’s Honorary Secretary.
She is also the Assistant Librarian in University College, Cork. Another past pupil of the Grammar School vintage is Fergus McCullough, who is a regular ringer in St Patrick’s Cathedral Society, Dublin and he is the Manager of the APCK in Dublin. Edwin Dukes returned to ringing when the new ring of twelve bells was installed in
St James’ Cathedral, Toronto in Canada.
During these years the Drogheda Society had some successes in national contests, having won the Striking Competition for the Eastern District of the IACR in 1952 and 1955 annually up to 1962. They went on to win the
All-Ireland Striking Competition for the Murphy Cup in 1956 and again in 1958. The Attendance Shield, which
then was for ringing at both Morning and Evening Services and on Christmas Days, came to Drogheda in five
successive years, 1955 to 1959, with generally 100% results.
As regards ringing methods, call changes are the norm, with some Plain Hunting on three or four bells. In the
Grammar School era, Grandsire Triples was regularly rung for Services, with more than one of the pupils capable of conducting. Many a Sunday the team consisted entirely of boarders from the Grammar School and it was
a delight to hear them ringing Grandsire Triples. At other times, and prior to this era, we did manage to practice
Plain Bob and Grandsire Doubles with a few of them scoring Quarter Peals, and one oldie managing to ring a
peal or two.
The Grammar School moved away from the town to a site two miles out in the country and boarders started to
go home for weekends, and that ended the school’s association with ringing. We were back to the lack of potential in the Parish, and since then it has been a struggle to keep the bells ringing for the one Service on Sundays.
At present the regulars number 5 with three ringers living miles away who can be called upon for special ringing,
but we seldom manage to ring all eight bells even with their assistance. Such is the drop in numbers in the
parish that one or two of the ringers are selected as Churchwardens annually and their duties ‘downstairs’ prevents them from ringing for the full Service ringing time, when they do manage to enter the belfry.
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The present membership consists of Fred Dukes, in his 86th year, Lionel Lee in his late 60s, Bob Rusk, nearing
retirement and his wife, Doris, who does Private Nursing. Arthur Goring, in his thirties, Valerie Christmas,
recruited during the past year, who is the Acting-Principal of Balbriggan School. More recently we managed
to interest Kathleen Johnston, who is employed by a business firm in Ardee. Those who can be called upon are
ex-pupils of Fred Dukes, namely Sharon Allen, who has her own Crafts business out in the country; Ken Wilde,
the Managing Director of the House Furnishing business of his late father’s name, and Heather Cox, who runs a
thriving Kennel business. Both reside on the coastline some miles out of the town.
The future ringing in Drogheda is rather bleak, and thoughts are being given to the reinstatement of the
Ellacombe Chiming equipment, so that if a person is found to chime them, all eight bells will be heard for
Services.
Fred Dukes
Tower Captain
St Peter’s
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CHRIST CHURCH
(SHANKILL PARISH),
LURGAN: 8 Bells

A

bout the year 1875, James Ussher, Solicitor, Partner in the firm of Ussher and Watson, Lurgan, decided
to be responsible for the collecting of funds to provide a ring of eight bells for the Church of Christ the Redeemer, Shankill Parish, Lurgan. His task was a hard one. Work at that time was very scarce, and money difficult to
come by. People were critical saying it was inopportune to start such a fund, but he went ahead, writing to former parishioners, newspapers, etc.
In 1876 a very big effort to complete the scheme must have been made. In Samuel White’s monthly ‘Advertiser’
for November of that year we read, “James Ussher the indefatigable Honorary Secretary and Treasurer of the
Lurgan
Peal of Bells Fund Committee, has succeeded in collecting about £600 in the parish within the past few weeks.
We congratulate Mr Ussher on his success so far and hope to be able to announce in our next issue that he has
finished
his voluntary collecting campaign in a manner satisfactory to himself and lovers of campanology.”
The Bell Fund was duly completed in 1877 and contract for the bells placed with Messrs John Taylor & Sons of
Loughborough. They were dedicated the same year. Here are the weights and inscriptions on the bells.
Treble

5 cwts 3 qrs 4 lbs

Presented by the Children of the Parish

2

6 cwts 0 qrs 9 lbs

Presented by the Ladies of the Parish

3

6 cwts 1 qr 7 lbs

John Taylor & Sons, Loughborough 1877

4

7 cwts 2 qrs 17 lbs

John Taylor & Sons, Loughborough 1877

5

9 cwts 0 qrs 2 lbs

John Taylor & Sons, Loughborough 1877

6

10 cwts 2 qrs 9 lbs

John Taylor & Sons, Loughborough 1877

7

13 cwts 3 qrs 11 lbs

Gloria in Excelsis Deo

Tenor

21 cwts 2 qrs 4 lbs

Rev Theophilius Campbell D.D. Rector
James Malcolm J.P. }
Courtney Johnston } Churchwardens 1877

This peal was purchased with the funds collected by James Ussher 1877.
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For the opening of the bells a team of ringers was trained by the workmen of Messrs John Taylors and a Society,
under the Conductorship of Courtney Johnston, was formed called “The Lurgan Society of Change Ringers”.
They were responsible for the ringing of the bells as they are to the present time.
From 1877 the records of the ringing in Shankill Parish have been very good. There has been a continuance of
ringing for the two Services on Sunday and for any special Services during the week.
During the 1980s we had an exceptionally good team of young ringers and won several Cups in that period. In
the 1990s numbers dwindled with some of our ringers getting married and going elsewhere. Others went to Universities in Belfast, Scotland and England. We are now on the look-out for new ringers with an eye towards having a full team by the time we have to ring for the Millennium.
We have just purchased eight new ropes from John Taylor and have put them on 5, 6, 7 and 8. We can’t put new
ropes on the first four bells as we are teaching the learners on these bells.
The Practice Night is Monday from 8.00 pm to 9.30 pm. We would welcome any visitor to come and hear us
ring and if you are a ringer come and join us. We will be very pleased.
The present members of the Lurgan Society of Change Ringers are:James Hamilton
Ian Gibson
Geoffrey Morrison
Ian Dumigan
Andrew Dumigan
Matthew Bibb
Clarke Gardiner
Dorothy Hamilton
Colin McCullough
John Burrell

Ringing Master and Temporary Secretary
Treasurer
Learner
Learner
Learner
Learner
Learner.

James Hamilton
Christ Church
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ST PETER’S,
BANDON: 6 Bells

A

s I write this the tower is covered in scaffolding. For the past two years water poured into the ringing
chamber when it rained. The work done on the tower will, hopefully, stop this. Once the scaffolding has been
removed we plan to re-decorate the tower and replace the carpet. Currently the woodwork in the tower is bright
green with the stone walls being white. As yet, we have not chosen the new colour scheme.
The square tower at the west end contains the ring of six bells in a wooden frame. They have plain bearings and
the front four have canons.
The tenor bell has only the name of its founder:
MEARS AND STAINBANK BELLFOUNDERS LONDON
On the front five bells the Inscription Band reads:
J TAYLOR BELL FOUNDERS LOUGHBOROUGH 1885
The Mears bell does not have any date on it but, according to the Work Book in the Whitechapel Foundry, London, they supplied it in 1867 and gave its weight as 15 cwts. Apparently Taylor’s took this bell to their foundry
in 1885, when it was decided to add the front five bells, and they have recorded the sizes of the bells and the
scaled weight of the Tenor as follows:
Treble: 28⅞”
No 4: 35⅞”

No 2: 31”
No 5: 40⅝”

No 3: 33⅞”
Tenor: 44” 14 cwts 1 qr 17 lbs

In the Chancel of the Church a brass tablet records the installation as follows:
‘The bells in this Church are erected to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Harriet Lady Carbery, who
died Aug 19. 1884, by her sorrowing and devoted daughter, Georgina, Countess of Bandon 1885.!
“Until the Day Break and the Shadows Flee Away”
In 1996 the Vestry spent just over £6,000 having the bushes and ball bearings replaced on the wheels. We understand this was the first time any major expenditure has been incurred since the bells were installed. At the same
time new ropes were put in place with the sallies being red, green and white. We had hoped to have the rope
from the number 4 bell moved as currently it is very close to the number 3 bell and makes ringing difficult - especially as one of our ringers is left-handed. Maybe this can happen in the not too distant future.
The clock is still a problem. It needs to be wound every week and the chimes still fail to work.
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We currently have a small band. Willie Burns is our most senior ringer, a farmer, who has been ringing for over
60 years. Leonard Good, Colin Good (no relation) and Billy Roycroft are all farmers. Fintan Wallis is a Bank
Manager, his daughter, Naomi, is a student, Peter Applebee is a student and Diana Pitcher a secretary. Peter
Applebee’s brother, Bill, learned to ring at Bandon but studied and now works in Dublin. He rings whenever he
comes home. We have three learners, Fred Norton, a Geologist; Nicol McCarthy, a Nanny and Fergus Applebee,
Bill and Peter’s father, who is an Accountant in Bandon. Sometimes students from Bandon Grammar School
come along to learn to ring but studies and other school activities seem to take preference over ringing.
We have a Practice once a month on a Saturday evening and ring reasonably regularly for Sunday Service. We
also try and teach learners on a Sunday morning before Service ringing starts.
Our band is fairly young and inexperienced and as such we only ring rounds and call changes. We try and ring
up and down in rounds each week and we try to ensure that all ringers attempt to call changes.
We ring for the Sunday Morning Service only and looking at the Attendance Sheet for 1997 we rang for 44 of
the possible 52 Sundays and our average attendance on a Sunday was just under 4 ringers.
We also rang for the Ordination of Olive Donoghue in April; the Confirmation in May; the Harvest Festival in
September and the Carol Service in December.
In the Spring, RTE Television’s Sunday Morning Service was transmitted ‘live’ from St Peter’s. The bells featured at the start and close of the programme.
We entered the Cherry Cup Striking competition but only managed to muster three Bandon ringers. We coerced
very good ringers from other towers to join us - one being the Association Ringing Master. We hoped to emulate
the great success Bandon Tower had in the late 1950s when they won the Cherry Cup several times. Unfortunately we had more than one visitor in our team. We were disqualified!
There were three weddings in 1997 and we rang at each of them. The ringers get paid £30 for each wedding and
the money goes into the kitty and is used to pay for the annual subscriptions to the Irish Association of Change
Ringers. These subscriptions are currently £4 for Seniors and £2 for Juniors.
Our best wishes to the ringing team in 2098—whoever you may be!
Diana Pitcher
Tower Captain
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ST PATRICK’S,
BALLYMENA
(KINCONRIOLA):12 Bells

T

here is a square tower at the south-east corner of the Church with a circular staircase turret. The present
building dates from 1879, after the previous Church was destroyed by fire. This latter building was consecrated
in 1855, and in 1866 a bell was provided. It is 40” in diameter, has canons and is inscribed thus:
ST PATRICK A.D. 1866
SHERIDAN EAGLE FOUNDRY DUBLIN
and on the opposite side, a crest consisting of a harp and Erin Go Bragh.
When the ring of bells was installed in May 1895 the old bell was “sold” to Lambeg Parish Church, where it remains in service at present. Its weight is given by Matthew O’Byrne of Dublin as 12 cwts.
The eight bells of St Patrick’s were put in the tower in 1895, as a memorial to Dean Murray, Rector from 1865 to
1893. The bells were supplied by Mears and Stainbank of Whitechapel, London, and their Daybook entry for the
15th May, 1895 shows that their total charge to the Bell Committee of St Patrick’s, Ballymena, was £649 5s 11d.
They were dedicated on Wednesday 29 May, 1895, two years after Dean Murray’s death and burial. Dean Murray died on the Sunday after Ascension, 1893, and was buried the following Wednesday. The Irish Ecclesiastical
Gazette noted this fact when reporting the Dedication, giving details of the bells as follows:
“The bells have been hung with the usual fittings for ringing, .. Elm headstocks with steel gudgeons, gunmetal
bearings in iron carriages, wheels and ropes. The framework in which they swing is of massive English Oak,
well constructed and every joint secured with double bolts or corner plates. A chiming apparatus has also been
attached to enable one person to chime the bells.”
After the Service, the bellringers of St Thomas’, Belfast, rang the first ‘peal’ on the bells, which was listened to
by crowds of people who ‘thronged the approaches to the sacred edifice.’
The other bell worth mentioning is the 17th century bell from the old Parish Church which, in 1964, was preserved in the present grounds in a timber belfry at ground level.
The Ballymena Honorary Society of Bellringers was formed soon after the installation of the ring of eight and
has enjoyed a continuous existence ever since. Unfortunately there are few formal records of the Society’s early
years.
The first mention of Ballymena’s involvement with the Irish Association of Change Ringers is in 1905, when
two members, S Henry and A R Pryde, were listed in the Association’s Annual Report. These were joined by V
Garde in 1906 and continued until 1909. There is no further evidence in the Association archives until 1934,
when the Master, Billy Pratt, says “we hope that our friends in Ballymena will take up the method of change
ringing, and we shall be glad to give them assistance, as they require it.” There is little to suggest that Ballymena
took advantage of this offer.
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The bells were ‘put in good order’ in the mid 1930s and the first peals were rung in 1931 and 1936.
St Patrick’s rejoined the Irish Association in 1948 and competed for the Murphy Cup in Dublin the same year.
The bells were broadcast the following year.
Although there has traditionally been rather little change ringing activity, the call-change band has always flourished, with a number of successes in latter years in Irish Association competitions.
The Cunningham Cup, open to all towers in the Northern District, was won by Ballymena in 1965, 1979 and
1983, 1990, 1995 and 1996.
The Young Cup (for the most improved team) was won in 1969, 1971, 1975, 1982 and 1986.
Since 1983 the Junior ringers have in most years entered the Iveagh Cup competition designed for ringers under
20 years of age, winning it in 1984 and 1989-1995, and the Adamson Cup for Change Ringing only was won in
1989.
From time to time in the last few decades the call-change team has tried its hand at method ringing, and since
1980 this form of ringing has been practised regularly alongside call-changes. Progress was good enough for
Plain Bob Doubles, Minor and Triples as well as Grandsire Triples to be rung for Sunday Services on a regular
basis.
By the early 1980s the 1895 ring was becoming extremely difficult to handle as well as being odd-struck and
unsuitable for teaching young people. In March 1987 an order was placed with Whitechapel Bell Foundry for a
new ring of twelve. This order was placed after many schemes had been considered and much discussion taken
place.
The treble in the 12 was donated by the Letters family in memory of John Letters, a ringer for many years at St
Patrick’s.
The fourth in twelve was donated by Mrs Florrie Spence and her daughter, Elizabeth Brown, in memory of Joss
Spence who rang in the first Quarter Peal by the local band in 1981.
The second of the 12 was donated by the Bellringers of the Northern District.
The third in twelve was donated by the Ballymena Hon.Society of Bellringers.
The fifth was given by the St Patrick’s Church Lads’ Brigade to commemorate their 90th anniversary.
The sixth by the Hudson family in thanksgiving for the lives of D P Hudson and F D and E I Dillamore.
The eighth was donated by Mr Albert McLean and the ninth by the McKervill family in memory of Robert
McKervill.
The recast peal of bells arrived at the end of October 1987 and put on display in the Church for two weeks. They
were Hallowed at Evensong on Remembrance Day, Sunday, November 8, in a ceremony conducted by the Rector, Rev Canon F J Rusk. The bellhanger, Mr T N J Bailey, arrived from Whitechapel the following day and the
work of re-installing the ring in the tower began, to be completed just over three weeks later.
The new bells were rung for Service for the first time for the Midnight Communion Service on Christmas Eve,
when all twelve bells were rung in rounds and call changes. The bells were rung again for the 10.00 am Service
on Sunday and on New Year’s Eve the Old Year was rung with half muffled call changes on twelve, and the
New Year welcomed with the bells open.
Quarter Peals
Quarter Peal ringing forms a staple part of the method ringer’s diet, requiring the ringing of at least 1250 changes in a recognised method. The first Quarter by a local band was rung on 29 July 1981 to mark the wedding of
HRH The Prince of Wales and The Lady Diana Spencer. The ringers were Jean Letters, Claire Hudson, Andrew
Hudson, James Perry, Samuel Letters and Josiah Spence. Twenty-nine Quarters were rung on the old ring of 8,
the last being Stedman Triples on Thursday April 16, 1987.
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Peals
The strict meaning of the word ‘peal’ in change ringing circles is the ringing of at least 5000 different changes,
from memory, at one go by one band of ringers. Ballymena being a predominantly call-change tower until the
80s, has had only seven such peals rung on its bells.
The first peal was of 5088 Cambridge Surprise Major, rung on Friday September 11, 1931, in three hours and 11
minutes. It was conducted by James Simpson with Gabriel Lindoff ringing the sixth.
PEALS RUNG ON THE 1895 RING
Sept 11 1931
Sept 16 1936
Apr 14 1951
Nov 10 1951
Oct 16 1965
Oct 28 1983
July 17 1983

5088 Cambridge Surprise Major
5024 London Surprise Major
5040 Plain Bob Triples
5056 Plain Bob Major
5040 Grandsire Triples
5040 Plain Bob Major
5088 Yorkshire Surprise Major

Conducted by J C E Simpson
Conducted by George R Pye
Conducted by J T Dunwoody
Conducted by H Brown
Conducted by J T Dunwoody
Conducted by A S Hudson
Conducted by G K Dodd

Another peal was rung in 1936, this being 5024 London Surprise Major in 3 hours and 2 minutes with many famous names, including Rupert Richardson, George Pye, Leslie Morris and Ernest C S Turner.
Since the war, ringers from the Northern District, IACR, rang 5040 Bob Triples in 1951 and 5056 Plain Bob Major later that same year. These were peals Nos 5 and 14 in the Northern Ireland Festival of Britain programme.
5040 Grandsire Triples was rung in 1965 with Sam Letters of Ballymena ringing the tenor, presumably the first
Ballymena man to ring a peal. There have been many other peals rung on the bells and which are recorded in the
tower records.
The details of the new bells are:
Treble:

22” in diameter
Weight 3 cwts. 1 qrs. 11 lbs
(W)
IN MEMORY OF JOHN LETTERS
1899 - 1985

2:

23”
(W)

3 cwts. 2 qrs. 1 lb.
THE GIFT OF THE BELLRINGERS OF
NORTHERN IRELAND

B

3:

23¾”
(W)

3 cwts. 2 qrs. 17 lbs
THE GIFT OF BALLYMENA
SOCIETY OF BELLRINGERS

A Sharp

4:

24⅞”
(W)

3 cwts. 3 qrs. 19 lbs
IN MEMORY OF JOSS SPENCE

G Sharp

5:

26”
4 cwts. 1 qr. 5 lbs.
(W)
GLORY BE TO GOD ON HIGH
AND IN EARTH, PEACE, GOODWILL TOWARDS MEN

F Sharp

and, on the opposite side,
THE CHURCH LADS’ BRIGADE
COY No 1145
“FIGHT THE GOOD FIGHT”
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Note

C Sharp.

6:

26⅞”
(W)

4 cwts. 1 qr. 5 lbs.
WE PRAISE THEE

F

and, on a brass plate affixed to the headstock,
GIVEN BY THE HUDSON FAMILY
IN THANKSGIVING FOR THE LIVES OF
D P HUDSON AND F D AND E I DILLAMORE
7:

27⅞”
(W)

4 cwts. 3 qrs. 0 lbs.
WE BLESS THEE

D Sharp

8:

30¼”
(W)

5 cwts. 3 qrs. 3 lbs.
WE WORSHIP THEE

C Sharp

and, on a brass plate affixed to the headstock,
GIVEN BY ALBERT McLEAN
9:

32⅜”
(W)

6 cwts. 3 qrs. 3 lbs
WE GLORIFY THEE

B

and, on a brass plate affixed to the headstock,
GIVEN BY THE McKERVILL FAMILY
IN REMEMBRANCE OF ROBERT McKERVILL
DIED 26.9.1985
A BELOVED HUSBAND, FATHER AND BROTHER
10:

33¾”
7 cwts. 2 qrs. 14 lbs
A Sharp
(W) WE GIVE THANKS TO THEE FOR THY GREAT GLORY

11:

38”
(W)

Tenor:

10 cwts. 2 qrs. 19 lbs.
O LORD GOD, HEAVENLY KING.

G Sharp

42½”
14 cwts. 2 qrs. 17 lbs.
F Sharp
(W) THE PEAL OF EIGHT BELLS WAS PLACED HERE
IN 1895
IN LOVING MEMORY OF
THE VERY REV J W MURRAY LL.D. DEAN OF CONNOR
AND WAS RECAST INTO A PEAL OF TWELVE IN 1987
“HE BEING DEAD YET SPEAKETH”
RECAST 1987 BY THE WHITECHAPEL BELL FOUNDRY LIMITED. LONDON

On each of the bells, at the bottom of the waist on the side opposite to the inscription, the Whitechapel medallion
has been cast. The Kinconriola ring of twelve is the first to be installed in Northern Ireland, and is the second,
after St Patrick’s Cathedral, Dublin, in Ireland, as a whole.
Service Ringing takes place twice each Sunday from 11.00 am—11.25 am and 18.00—18.25.
Practice Night in Friday from 19.30-21.00 (except July and August).
Our present ringers are :
Miss J A Acheson, S Acheson, B Campbell, M Campbell, P Campbell, G Henly, Dr A Hudson,
Miss J Letters, Miss S Letters, S H Letters (Life), D Nelson, R Smyth, Mrs L C Watt, C Watt, Miss C
Watt and N Watt.
Reproduced with the permission of
Sam Letters
St Patrick’s
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ST PATRICK’S
PARISH CHURCH,
COLERAINE: 8 Bells

A

lthough Coleraine Parish Church presents a striking example of Victorian Gothic architecture, this
building has, in fact, had a long evolution. It seems that there has been a Church here since the mid 5th century,
when legend dictates that Patrick himself built a place of worship at Cuilrathain - the “ferny corner”. This
Church, and whatever buildings may have succeeded it, was plundered on many occasions. In 1613-14 the Honourable the Irish Society, the planters of the county, rebuilt the Church in a more substantial form, being a rectangular structure of four bays. Subsequent additions included a tower and the present south transept, and an
idea of how this Church looked can be gleaned from a depiction of it on a window in the nearby Town Hall. A
weathered block of sandstone on the north wall of the Church is said to be where a cannonball struck the building during the siege of the town in 1641.
Work commencing in 1851 under Joseph Welland, Architect of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, began the
process of shaping the Church which we see today. Welland added a chancel and a new south aisle with a porch.
Eleven years later a north transept was added, thereby making the Church a cruciform shape. The final overall
appearance of the Church was the result of rebuilding carried out in 1883 by Sir Thomas Drew with an addition
of twelve feet to the Nave, a north aisle, an extension to the north transept and the introduction of a Clerestory.
Coursed basalt was used and trimmed with Dungiven and Draperstown sandstone. The Nave is six bays long,
with transepts which are unequal in size, that on the north being double-gabled. The windows are 15th century in
design, with the three light windows in the aisles. The most striking feature of the exterior is the powerful fourstorey sandstone tower, rising to a height of 114 feet.
The tower contains a ring of eight bells, cast in 1893. The funds to purchase these came in part from a bequest of
James Coyle, a former Treasurer of the Parish, and in part from John Lawlor.
These were not the first bells in Coleraine as the Rudhall Foundry cast one bell for “Colrain” in 1751. There was
anold bell placed in the new tower when it was constructed in 1883. This, in turn, was replaced by the 1893 ring,
which is the work of the Taylor Foundry. These hang in a steel frame.
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Details are as follows:
Treble

28” in diameter

(IB)
(W)

2:

29”

5 cwts. 1 qr. 24 lbs

31”

6 cwts. 1 qr. 14 lbs

33”

36⅝”

(IB)
(W)
Tenor:
(IB)
(W)

B Flat

9 cwts. 1 qr. 11 lbs

A Flat

Same as Treble
AD GLORIAM DEI ET IN PIAM MEMORIAM
JOHANNIS HILLIARD LAWLOR - OBIT 1889
38⅝”

(IB)
(W)
7:

6 cwts. 3 qrs. 26 lbs.
Same as Treble
Same as No 3

(IB)
(W)
6:

C

Same as Treble
AD GLORIAM DEI ET IN MEMORIAM
JACOBI HAMILTON COYLE DONUM
MARIAE COYLE

(IB)
(W)
5:

D

Same as Treble
DONUM GUILELMI THOMAE CHURCH

(IB)
(W)

4:

Note E Flat

J TAYLOR AND CO FOUNDERS LOUGHBOROUGH 1893
THE GIFT OF THE INHABITANTS OF COLERAINE
HENRY STEWART O’HARA, RECTOR
ROBERT F BULLICK }
JOHN GALBRAITH } CHURCHWARDENS

(IB)
(W)
3:

5 cwts. 0 qrs. 10 lbs.

10 cwts. 2 qrs. 3 lbs

G

14 cwts. 1 qr 5 lbs

F

Same as Treble
Same as No 5
43½”

Same as Treble
DONUM JABOBI HAMILTON COYLE - OBIT 1892
48⅝”

20 cwts. 1 qr. 12 lbs

E Flat

Same as Treble
Same as No 7

Since their installation the bells have been rung by the St Patrick’s Society of Honorary Bellringers and a number of photographs in the tower show that we had a large number of lady ringers at the turn of the 19th/20th centuries, much as we do today.
Work was carried out on the bells after World War Two, again by Taylor of Loughborough.
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Coleraine bellringers were the winners of the Cunningham Cup Competition in 1962, when the Conductor was
Philip Whittaker.
Ringing had to be curtailed in the 1980s due to the condition of the bell fittings, although remedial work allowed
the bells to ring once more. A complete overhaul was carried out at a cost of £20,000 and a Special Service of
Thanksgiving was held on Sunday, 2 December 1990, when the Preacher was the Bishop of Connor, Rt Rev S G
Poyntz.
Ringing again ceased due to damage to the Church caused by a nearby bomb in the early 1990s, which affected
the four pinnacles on the top of the tower. Since this was remedied the bells have rung out regularly for Sunday
Services and Practices.
The present Conductor is Trevor McCandless and the members are:Suzanne Cameron-McGlinchey (Tower Secretary), Miss A Hartin, Mrs C Livingstone, Tommy McCandless,
Trevor McCandless, Miss C McPeake, Miss S McPeake, Miss S Mitchell, P Monroe and Mrs K Smith.
From time to time our team has been augmented by ringers working or attending the University of Ulster at
Coleraine.
Susan Cameron-McGlinchy
Tower Secretary
St Patrick’s
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ST BRONACH,
ROSTREVOR
(KILBRONEY): 6 Bells

K

ilbroney Parish Church is situated in the picturesque village of Rostrevor. In the Side Chapel the
names of all the Vicars from 1305 to the present day are carved on a wooden plaque.
In 1880 Church bells were installed in the tower. The Rev W C Barker was Vicar.
The first team of ringers at Kilbroney was unique in that it consisted of three sets of brothers; Charles and
James Cunningham; Robert John and Joe Kyle; John and Gerard Bussel.
The present tower captain of Kilbroney (Aubrey Wylie) writes: “My interest in bellringing goes back to when I was a
child of seven, when I heard the bells of Shankill Parish, Lurgan. The next time was in Rostrevor when I persisted in
visiting the tower Sunday after Sunday, until finally James Cunningham stood me on two kneelers and taught me to
ring the treble. I continued to ring until I moved to Liverpool in 1937. In 1939 I joined the Merchant Navy where I
served until after the war.”
Certificates hanging in the belfry were awarded to James Cunningham and Henry Lightbody in 1903. James Cunningham saw the need to improve the striking so he presented a beautiful silver cup to be known as “The Cunningham
Cup”. Unfortunately he did not live to see the home tower win his cup. His daughter, Louise, frequently accompanied
the team to Easter Monday competitions and saw Rostrevor win in 1954.
In 1950 new learners were trained and first competed for the “Cunningham Cup” in 1952, hereafter making steady
progress under the guidance of Aubrey Wylie, William Morrow and Charles Brown.
In 1954 the “Cunningham Cup Competition” was held at Rostrevor. The home team gave an excellent performance,
winning the cup with a near perfect ring. The judges at the presentation commented if they awarded us 100% we
might look too good!!
Later that year Kilbroney entered the record books when, winning the “Murphy Cup” (Blue Riband of Irish
Bellringing), became the first Northern team to win the double Cunningham and Murphy Cups. The team was
as follows:Treble:
2nd:
3rd:
4th:
5th:
Tenor:

Olive Brown
Margaret Lyons
Robert Linden
William Morrow
Aubrey Wylie (Conductor)
Charles Brown.
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Kilbroney won the Cunningham Cup in 1956 at Ballymena and were runners-up in the Murphy Cup. The
Kilbroney team was as follows:Treble:
2nd:
3rd:
4th:
5th:
Tenor:

Olive Brown
Margaret Lyons
Robert Linden
Raymond Linden
Aubrey Wylie (Conductor)
Charles Brown

NOTE: In the “Murphy Cup Competition” Miss Jean Stewart (now Jean Jeffery) rang the 3rd in place of Robert
Linden who was unable to attend.
In 1963 Kilbroney won the Cunningham Cup and were runners-up in the “Murphy Cup”.
The 1963 team for both competitions was as follows:Treble:
2nd:
3rd:
4th:
5th:
Tenor:

Olive Brown
Charles Brown
Esther Hutchinson
Robert Linden
Aubrey Wylie (Conductor)
Trevor Hanlon.

We have had the pleasure of entertaining visiting bellringers over the years from the mainland and as far away as
San Francisco, USA.
Around 1970 the young people did not exist here, as people with young families moved away from the area. For
a long time we did not have new ringers except Diana Nash—who was a natural. Unfortunately she had to discontinue due to an operation on her back. Her son, Stewart, followed in her footsteps and is a dedicated ringer.
We now have Roy Crawford, Patric Harris, Stewart Nash, Lillian Clements, Marjorie McGilevery (from South
Africa), Jennifer and Peter Jenkins, practising.
We appreciate the assistance and encouragement we received from: Don McLean, Denise Bailie, Jean Jeffery,
Maud Lindsay, Andrew White and Geoff Henly. Many thanks for travelling so far regardless of weather or distance.
Aubrey Wylie
Tower Captain

66

ST MARY’S,
DONERAILE:
6 Bells

S

t Mary’s Church was built by the Rt Hon Sir William St Leger in 1633, and a stone slab set in the western side of the tower states that it was later rebuilt by his grandson the Rt Hon Arthur Viscount Doneraile in
1726. In 1720, records show that the Church had a steeple (with spire, a gilded ball and a weathercock), and this
gave its name to the horseracing term “steeplechasing”: in 1752 the first account of a race where natural fences
were jumped was between a Mr O’Callaghan and a Mr Edmund Blake, the course being from the steeple of
Buttevant Church to that of St Mary’s Doneraile. This famous spire was blown down in the early 1800s and replaced by a tower.
The annual statement for 1890 records that Lady Castletown of Upper Ossory had a peal of six bells, cast by
Taylors of Loughborough, installed in the tower in memory of her father, Hayes St Ledger, 4th Viscount Doneraile, and that the total cost had been defrayed by her. Owing to the small space within the tower, the treble and
second are placed in a separate frame above that of the four larger bells, and the total weight of the ring is given
as 36 cwts 3qrs 17 lbs. A Captain (William G Mitchell) and a Vice-Captain (Thomas Whitfield) were elected
and local families such as Evans, Nagle, Deane and Buckley provided ringers.
Since the arrival of some new recruits on 22 October 1993 (coincidentally the 95th anniversary of the founding
of our Association), the band has been flourishing.
Personalities include Linda Deane, whose delicious home baking revives us after practices; Linda’s husband David, and young sons Roy and Paul; Ben Buckley, our Captain and tireless steeple-keeper, and his brother Billy,
whose stentorian voice carries us through striking competitions; Ben’s son, Mark, a stalwart tenor ringer, and his
wife Diana; Ian and James Wharton; tower secretary Julia Lysaght; Eddie Gabriel; and Robert and Andrew Gardiner, who take turns as Churchwardens, thus ensuring that the ringing brother arrives on time on Sundays!
We can Plain Hunt on 5 and on 6 and on one memorable occasion rang Grandsire Doubles with the help of only
one visitor.
We ring on Sunday morning and for weddings and other special events, and in living memory there has not been
a break in the tradition of tolling out the Old Year and ringing in the New. We have never been numbered among
the striking competition winners, but we hope to improve in the future.
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because of Doneraile’s short draught and relatively light weight, learners make fast progress with basic bell handling, but we do have problems with our striking. Why? The bells themselves may have something to do with it.
Ironically, it was just two years after our bells were installed that cast iron headstocks became standard for new
rings, and only 20 years later came the advent of ball bearings. From time to time, particularly in inclement
weather when we are pulling with all our might, we have a vote: shall we have them rehung? “No”, say the majority every time. It would change the character of Doneraile ringing.

The old bell in Doneraile Parish Church, photographed in the late 1940s.
The inscription is translated as follows:
The Honourable William St Leger, Baronet, President of the North and South Munster (and) Lady Gertrude
de Viries his wife caused me to be made in the year 1636, and Arthur St Leger, their grandson repaired me,
having been broken and did the work in May in the year 1700.
This old bell is cracked and rests on a stand in the porch.
Julia Lysaght
Tower Secretary
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ST MARK’S,
DUNDELA,
BELFAST: 10 Bells

T

he Church of St Mark is situated on the Holywood Road, in the district of Dundela. The tower is a rectangular one and is a landmark because of its location on a rise overlooking Belfast Harbour. The present Church was consecrated in 1878 and there was a previous Church on Bunker’s Hill from 1868. This Church had a 24” bell, but it is
believed had no date nor inscription on it. It was eventually placed in the red brick tower of St Martin’s Church in
Kenilworth Street, in east Belfast, in 1933, having spent some time on the Heyn Memorial Hall.
Shortly after the present Church was built it was intended installing a ring of eight bells in the tower. A timber frame
for the eight was placed at the top of the tower but only the Treble and Tenor bells were provided. They had cast
iron headstocks, whole wheels, stays and sliders, for full circle ringing. The remaining bells were not purchased probably because of the amount of swaying of the tower when these were swung. The details of these bells were:
Treble: 30½” in diameter
(IB)

CAST BY GILLETT & BLAND & CO CROYDON 1880

Tenor: 50½”
(IB)

CAST BY GILLETT & BLAND & CO FOUNDERS CLOCK/..
MANUFACTURERS CROYDON LONDON

(W)

TELL IT OUT THAT THE LORD IS KING Px XCVI
S.MARK’S. DUNDELA A.D. 1880.

In the 1950s it was learned that a legacy had been left for the provision of a ring of bells, which resulted in the installation of the present ring of ten bells in 1955. Because of the tower sway, these bells were placed very low, and were
fitted with plain bearings. Also the weight of the Tenor bell was kept as near as practical to 12½ cwts. The bells were
dedicated on St Mark’s Day, 23 April, 1955 in memory of James and Mary Hannah Newell.
Mr Leslie Douglas was the very genial Ringing Master and it was due to him that St Mark’s had a lovely peal of ten
bells. He was very ably assisted by the equally genial Dr John Benn. Mr John Dunwoody of Holywood Parish came
along to teach all the raw recruits. Within two years they had gathered together an excellent young team who won
the Cunningham Cup and then safely defended it the following year.
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In 1961 they made it a double with the Cunningham Cup and the Murphy Cup which was quite an achievement
as they had only been ringing for six years.
St Mark’s bellringers not only practised hard but also enjoyed themselves. Each year an “At Home” was organised by Leslie Douglas and bellringers from all over Northern Ireland would arrive on a Saturday in June to enjoy the hospitality of the young ringers. The sun always shone too. St Mark’s never quite recaptured the success
of those first ten years but they have always had a very enthusiastic band of ringers since, and they still have a
dream to succeed once more.
On the inscription band of each of the bells, with the exception of the Tenor, is the founder’s name:
JOHN TAYLOR & CO FOUNDERS LOUGHBOROUGH ENGLAND 1955
and the Tenor bell is inscribed:
(IB)

JOHN TAYLOR & CO FOUNDERS LOUGHBOROUGH ENGLAND

(W)

TO THE GLORY OF GOD
AND IN MEMORY OF
JAMES NEWELL AND MARY HANNAH NEWELL
THE PEAL OF BELLS WAS INSTALLED
ST MARK’S DAY 1955

Each bell’s details are:
Treble:

23” in diameter

Weight

3 cwts 3 qrs 26 lbs.

Note

A Sharp

2:

24”

4 cwts 0 qrs 24 lbs

G Sharp

3:

25”

4 cwts 1 qr 0 lbs

F Sharp

4:

26”

4 cwts 2 qrs 11 lbs

F

5:

28”

4 cwts 3 qrs 13 lbs

D Sharp

6:

30”

5 cwts 1 qr 19 lbs

C Sharp

7:

32”

6 cwts 0 qrs 20 lbs

B

8:

33½”

7 cwts 0 qrs 20 lbs

A Sharp

9:

37”

9 cwts 1 qr 20 lbs

G Sharp

Tenor:

41”

12 cwts 2 qrs 2 lbs

F Sharp

At the time of their installation, Taylor’s removed the two old bells as part of the payment for the new installation.
Louise Dunsire
Tower Secretary
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OTHER CHURCHES OF INTEREST
BELLS IN AND AROUND THE NORTHERN DISTRICT
ST PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL, ARMAGH (C of I):
From “Saunders Newsletter, 28 July 1814” “Obituary 14th inst. at the age of 86 years, Mr Samuel May of Newry, Co
Down, Merchant.
It is remarkable that about the year 1750, this gentleman and five of his acquaintances, then in the prime of youth, were in the habit of amusing themselves by ringing at stated times, peals on the bells of the Cathedral Church
of Armagh (in which parish his uncle was officiating Clergyman). Three
persons out of six were alive last Thursday morning, viz. Samuel May; John
Barnes, Esq., of London and Mr John Richardson of Armagh. It rarely occurs that out of a given number of adults, one half is to be found after a period of 64 years.”
“Saunders Newsletter, 13 January 1815”:
“Mr John Richardson of Armagh died aged 85 years. Pleasant, facetious, social and honest, he was one of six
young men ringing peals in Armagh Cathedral in 1750; till three months ago Mr Samuel May of Newry was
alive and they are survived by Mr John Barnes, Esq of London, father of General Barnes.

ST PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL, ARMAGH (RC):
Installed in 1875 the “Great” or “Dead” bell resides in the right tower and
sounds to the note of C Sharp.
The carillon of 39 bells resides, along with the clock, in the left tower. There
is some confusion as to when the carillon bells were cast and when they
were installed.
The carillon bells, made by Taylors of Loughborough, were blessed at the
front of the Cathedral on 12 June, 1921 and the date cast into the bells is also
1921.
The installation of the bells (according to one Cathedral booklet) was completed in 1925, but, according to another issue of the same Cathedral booklet, the installation was not completed until 1927.
The Carillon is the second largest in Ireland, St Colman’s Cathedral in Cobh, County Cork, being by far the
largest with 49 bells.
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ST SAVIOUR’S, GREYABBEY:
The old square tower, now detached from the Church, was provided with a bell by
the first Viscount Montgomery in the early part of the seventeenth century. During
this period, Sir Hugh Montgomery, knighted in 1605 (who hailed from Ayrshire in
Scotland) came to Ireland and purchased land in the north of Co Down, to become
one of the three largest landowners in Ulster. Sir Hugh was created Viscount Ards in
1622 and he died at the age of 76 in 1636. The exact year in which he provided the
bell referred to is not recorded. However, as it was said to be the gift of the first Viscount Montgomery, it must be assumed that the bell was cast between 1622 and
1636. Lord Montgomery also gave one bell each to Comber, Kilmore, Donaghadee
and Newtownards Churches. None of these bells survives, each having been recast at
various times and their original dates of casting not reproduced on them; or they may
have disappeared during the 1641 rebellion. The original bell was recast by an unknown bellfounder.
It survives to date, is a beautiful little bell, has canons, and is 21” in diameter. It carries the following inscription:
SOLI:DEO:DETVR:GLORIA:RECAST:1714 (grapes and vine decoration)
This bell is the same shape and size as the Lissan, Co Armagh, bell and could have come from the same mould.
Also in the tower is the only ring of three bells in Ireland, which were presented by a descendant of the first Viscount Montgomery.
(The above information was taken from “Campanology in Ireland” by Fred E Dukes).
Plans are now afoot, however, to restore the three bells and augment them to a ring of six, with as much work as
possible being carried out by ringers of the Northern District to make the tower fit to carry a ring of six bells.
Grants will be applied for and all necessary measures taken to reduce the cost of this project to the Church.

BALLYCLARE, ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST:
The square tower at the west end of this Church contains one of the ring of ten
bells which Francis Johnston, the famous architect, had in his back garden in
Dublin. The bell is 21” in diameter, has canons and is now electrically operated.
It sounds to note a Flat B. This bell was the treble of the old six which were
hung in Holywood ParishChurch, Co Down, in 1845. It is the only survivor of
that ring because the other five went into the “melting pot” to form part of the
new ring of eight bells cast in 1891, when the old six were removed. This bell
would have been given to Ballyclare at that time.

BELLS ANCIENT AND MODERN OF THE
CITY OF DUBLIN
ST CATHERINE’S CHURCH:
The Annals of Dublin record five bells having been hung in the tower of St
Catherine’s Church in 1670. There is no reference to the bell founders (the Purdues and Coveys were in Dublin at the time), but a Mr Thomas Graves was to be
paid £330 for the bells. The “great bell” was considered to be too big for the
steeple and useless to the Parish and ordered to be taken down and sold. However it was later rehung and parish accounts for ringing are like a history lesson, ie
“1690, Athlone, Aughrim, Limerick and for local affairs; when the Church Wardens were chosen; when the Lords Justices came to town; Christmas and Easter.” Here the Vestry books end and when the bells ceased to be rung is not
known nor their subsequent fate.
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THE CHURCH OF ST JOHN THE BAPTIST, rededicated
to THE EVANGELIST:
The Church made a collection in 1639 to set up a ring of bells “fitting for the
Church.” Again the absence of records deny us further knowledge of the venture. In
1638 the Account Book records “paid the woman who rang the bells on Coronation
Day in 1637, a half-crown”. There were then two bells in the belfry; earlier, in 1624
they were rung “when the Prince came out of his paine.” The Church was floodlit
with candles in celebration of the victory at Minden.

ST MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL:
The Parish petitioned the Lords Justices for some old brass metal out of the King’s store
to make up the shortage required to cast six new tuneable bells. The Dean and others
met at the Exchange Tavern to agree for the metal, the expenses coming out of the funds
of the Parish. However the lumps of brass were offered for sale in 1720 so it must appear that the venture foundered but the Vestry books are not forthcoming.

ST PAUL’S, ARRAN QUAY:

ST WERBURGH:
In 1748 this Church received a gift of
six bells. Ringing pleased the parishioners so much that plans for an extra two
bells were afoot. A fire frustrated the
effort and the bells were unhung. One
remains in the Church, another rings in
Castleknock, a third in Clonsilla. The
tenor is now in the back porch of St
Michan’s, whilst another “disappeared”
from a redundant Church and the last
was sold as “damaged” to a Foundry.

Eight bells , re-hung in the
1950s for chiming only, were
cast at various dates in the
1830s. They were rung
regularly by a local band
who were congratulated
in the IACR Report, 1905,
on ringing 720s.

ST PETER’S CHURCH, PHIBSBOROUGH:
This Church was a Chapel of Ease of the Parish of St Paul, Arran Quay. The intention to have a
ring of eight as in the Parish Church, saw the casting of a fifth and a tenor; however no other
bells were cast. They are struck at the Quarters and the Hours by the turret clock.

THE HISTORIC BELLS OF WEXFORD
ST MARY:
St Mary’s Church is believed to be the last parochial Church used in Wexford from the
Reformation to the building of the distinguished twin Churches in 1858.
The Church was entirely destroyed by Cromwellian soldiers during his Wexford invasion
in 1649, but the bell, known to be the first in Wexford, was left intact in its turret for some
time, being used only during funerals which took place in the adjoining cemetery.
The bell then served several years in the Protestant Church in Castlebridge, going on to be
sold as scrap metal. Its next stop was Wexford Dockyard where it was used to sound the
start and close of the working day.
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It was then saved by James Johnston, co-founder of the Wexford Newspaper “The People”, who presented it to
the Christian Brothers, then situated in the Faythe. It was then transferred to Joseph Street where the present
School and Monastery were built in 1875. The bell is still situated there today and rang up to the early 1960s.

SELSKAR ABBEY:
Five bells were also situated in the tower of Selskar Abbey which has today become
one of the most popular sites for tourists in Wexford. However, after the destruction
of Selskar Abbey in 1649, Cromwell had the five bells shipped to the arsenal in Chester to be smelted down for the making of canon. The Dean of Liverpool intervened
however, purchased them and had them erected in River Street Church in Liverpool
City.

ST IBERIUS:
There is a square tower with an octagonal lantern on it at the west side of the Church. The tower contains two
bells, one of which is no longer in use.
The older bell is 30” in diameter, sounds to Note G, and it is inscribed on the inscription
band:
E SMITH FECIT JERVIS ST. DUBLIN. WEXFORD CHURCH A D 1816
It was used as the clock strike bell and was hung “dead”. Clappering was the method of
ringing for Church Services.
This bell was replaced by a 23” diameter bell, which has the appearance of being an early
Hodges casting or a late Clarke one. It is inscribed at the inscription band:
DUBLIN A.D. 1829.

AND A FEW FROM THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT
MALLOW, ST JAMES:
There is a fine tower with an octagonal spire at the west end of the Church. Square
buttresses appear at the corners of the tower, but there is no bell. Near the east end
of the building there is an old square tower and, at its
top, there is a 25” diameter bell, which has canons, and sounds to Note F Sharp.
The bell is inscribed around the inscription band, thus:
CAST AT GLOUCESTER BY C&I RUDHALL FOR THE PARISH OF
MALLOW REVd WILLm KING RECTOR 1785.

THURLES, RC CATHEDRAL OF THE ASSUMPTION:
Thurles Cathedral has a square tower with a pyramidical roof at the south-east
corner of the building. There are eight bells in the tower. The front seven are
hung for full circle ringing by teams of bell-ringers. They hang in an anticlockwise circle in a wooden frame. Each bell has canons, wooden headstock,
a whole wooden wheel, and all except the Tenor have stays and sliders. Chiming hammers have been provided to enable the bells to be chimed. The tenor
bell has no stay nor slider, and is hung for tolling only. It has a counterbalance
weight fitted to the headstock. This bell acts as the hour strike from the clock,
whilst the quarters - Cambridge - are struck on 2, 3, 4 and 7 bells.
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LIMERICK, AUGUSTINIAN CHURCH:
“Campanology in Ireland” gives the following account of a former ring of
bells which now hang in the tower of the Augustinian Church in O’Connell
Street, Limerick.
“These bells came from a gentleman’s estate in Kyle, near Gowran in Co Kilkenny. Here they were installed
in a tower built for the purpose by Major James C Kearney.
The six bells and a “bourdon bell” were cast by C and G Mears of the Whitechapel Bell Foundry in London.
They were hung for ringing, complete with whole wooden wheels, stays and
sliders. The “bourdon” bell acted as a clock hour strike bell.
The Bourdon Bell has been fitted with a Byrne Patent headstock and bearing
brackets. It can swing, whilst the ring of six hangs dead. The original four
supplied in 1854, and cast in 1853, were in fact a Cambridge chime set, whilst
the remaining two bells of the ring of six and the large bell provided in 1856,
completed the ring, and gave the Major and hour strike bell. On the waist of
each bell there is the Kearney coat of arms. It consists of an old English style K inside a strap circle on which is
the family motto:
SUSTINE ET ABSTINE
Major Kearney was a great bell lover and enjoyed his bells for 30 years. Whether he was an actual ringer, or had
with him friends who could ring the bells, is not known. After his death, the bells remained unnoticed for about
50 years, when the Land Commission divided up the Estate amongst the local farmers. One of them obtained a
parcel of land which included the tower and bells. It is said that he sold the bells to the Augustinian Church in
Limerick. They had cost about £1,000 when originally erected on the Kyle estate.
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TROPHIES
The Irish Association of Change Ringers, being one Association is made up of three Districts, ie Southern District, Eastern District and Northern District. Whilst there are Association Trophies to be competed for each District also has its own trophies and these are listed below:-

SOUTHERN DISTRICT:
R R Cherry Cup:

Presented by Lord Chief Justice R R Cherry and competed for by members of the
Southern District on the 1st Sunday in April, providing that Sunday is not Easter Sun
day. The winners and runners-up, and perhaps a third team, depending on the number
of teams taking part in the competition, go forward to compete for the Murphy Cup
(the All-Ireland trophy) on the third Saturday in May. This is usually held in Dublin,
but certainly at an easily accessible tower to facilitate travelling by teams from the
Southern and Northern Districts. The Association Ringing Master decides on which
bells the Murphy Cup will be judged.

The Talbot Trophy:

Presented by the Late Dean Talbot and competed for by towers in the Southern Dis
trict. This trophy is awarded to the tower in the Southern District who has shown the
best improvement over the preceding year.

EASTERN DISTRICT:
The Lindoff Cup:

Presented by the Late Gabriel Lindoff and competed for by towers in the Eastern Dis
trict on the 2nd Saturday in March. The winners and runners-up and, perhaps, a third
team, depending on the number of teams entered, will go forward to compete in the
Murphy Cup on the third Saturday in May.

NORTHERN DISTRICT:
The Cunningham Cup: Presented by the Late James Cunningham, Rostrevor, and competed for by towers in
the Northern District, traditionally on Easter Monday, although if the tower hosting
the competition wishes to hold it on a Saturday then that is their prerogative. The win
ners and runners-up and a third team, depending on the number of teams entered, will
go forward to compete in the Murphy Cup on the third Saturday in May.
The Young Cup:

Presented by the Late Miss Emily Young of Carrickfergus. This Cup is awarded to
the tower in the Northern District who has shown the best improvement over the pre
ceding year.

The Iveagh Cup:

Presented by the Maginess family of Hillsborough, and competed for by the young
members of the District, who are under 21. Two adults may be included in the band.

The Adamson Cup:

Presented by the Late Mrs Adamson in memory of her husband, Richie, a former
ringer at St Thomas’, Belfast. This Cup is for change-ringing only and was designed
to promote and foster change-ringing within the District.
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The McBride Cup:

Presented by the family of the Late Tom and the Late Jim McBride, father and
son, who were in their time, Tower Captains at St Comgall’s Bangor. This
Cup is awarded to the best young ringer (under 22 years) in the District who, in
the opinion of the District Ringing Master, has shown to be a faithful and dedi
cated ringer in his/her own tower and active in the District by way of attending
as many District Practices as possible.

ASSOCIATION TROPHIES
The Murphy Cup:

Presented by the Late Bob Murphy, Dublin. This Cup is the All-Ireland trophy,
competed for annually by qualifiers from all three Districts.

The Attendance Shield:

Acquired by the Association in 1913 to promote Service ringing throughout
the land. Today this Shield is awarded to the band anywhere in the Association
who has shown the best attendance at Sunday Service ringing over the preced
ing year. In order to determine a winner Attendance Sheets are sent to every
tower in the Association at the beginning of a year and each tower then keeps a
note of the number of bells and the length of time rung for Sunday Service.
The completed sheets are returned to the General Secretary at the end of the
year who, in conjunction with the Association Ringing Master, checks the fig
ures given for that year against the attendance of the previous year and thus a
winner is determined.

As we look forward to the next 100 years, none of the present ringers will be here to see if these trophies are still
as popular then as they are now - we hope so, and would also hope that by that time every tower in Ireland will
be submitting an Attendance Sheet and every tower will have a full complement of ringers.
Other competitions that used to be held in the Association and now seem to have faded into obscurity were The Fun Competition organised in the Southern District by Mt St Alphonsus, usually held over a St Patrick’s
weekend.
The St George’s Cup which was held each year on the bells of St George’s, Dublin on the Saturday nearest to St
George’s Day. This, too, was open to all the towers in Ireland.
Both these events, in their day, were well contested and looked forward to by the many teams taking part.
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Where not provided by the towers themselves, details of the bells and inscriptions, etc, have been
taken from “Campanology in Ireland” by Fred E Dukes, who was General Secretary of our
Association for 43 years.

I felt all of this information should be included in our Centenary Book so that it is saved and
archived for the ringers of the next generation, who, hopefully, will add to it in the years to come.
Jean Jeffery
General Secretary
1995-2000
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